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answer any further questions             

or  concerns.   
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Tree             

Removal 
RCKC will continue to take a proactive        

approach to remove trees that may impact a 

road improvement project.  In situations arising 

from a road  improvement  project, the       

property owner will 

be contacted by 

RCKC to complete 

a tree removal   

notification form 

provided by RCKC 

to request that any 

trees to be removed be cut and stacked      

adjacent to the public right-of way, or may  

request that it be removed.  Please see listing 

of projects on the “Projects” page of our     

website.  Information meetings may be held 

accordingly for each project and residents 

would be notified.     

Bat Species Impact Road 

and Bridge Work 

Counties must follow new 

guidelines as a part of 

road projects that involve 

tree cutting or work on 

bridge decks.  Guidelines 

are different depending on the type of road 

funds being used and necessary tree cutting 

limited from October 1—March 31.  (See our  

Bat Species Brochure) 



 

What right does RCKC have 

for trees in the road            

right-of-way? 

If a tree falls onto or across a public roadway 

please call the Road Commission of Kalamazoo 

County (RCKC) office immediately and/or call      

9-1-1 after normal business hours.  The RCKC as 

first responders will respond accordingly.   

Fallen trees within the traveled portion of the    

right-of-way will be moved outside of the road 

right-of-way to adjacent property when possible 

(except in those instances where the RCKC holds 

title to the entire road right-of way, typically plat/

subdivision areas).  The relocated fallen trees will 

be left for the property owner’s use and/or        

disposal.  Within fifteen (15 days) of a fallen tree 

being relocated, the property owner may complete 

and submit a request that the fallen tree moved by 

the RCKC, county, municipal or township police, 

fire, emergency or public utility personnel be cut 

and stacked adjacent to the public right-of-way, or 

may request that it be removed.  

A pink flag will be left near the 

relocated tree informing        

residents they have fifteen (15) 

days to contact the RCKC for 

tree removal options.  For those 

property owners that do contact RCKC             

accordingly, the RCKC will return as determined 

within other RCKC activities and priorities.   

Who is responsible for the 

removal of dead/dying trees 

in the right-of-way? 

Dead/dying trees located in the right-of-way 

are the responsibility of the property owner 

for removal.  The RCKC may remove trees 

from the public right-of-way that is not      

designed for vehicular travel, but has the 

discretion not to do so.   

If a property owner seeks to have a tree that 

is located within the public road right-of-way 

removed, trimmed or pruned, RCKC         

permission must be sought and granted 

through a permit application process before 

the owner engages in any such removal.   

The permit fee may be waived at RCKC’s 

discretion.  Application to construct in       

right-of-way can be found on the “Permits” 

page of our website.   

RCKC has exclusive right to remove an  obstruction 

within the road right-of-way.  In addition to expressly 

granting authority to the RCKC to maintain trees    

within the right-of-way, the legislature has also       

expressly prohibited anyone else from “cutting,      

destroying or otherwise injuring any shade or        

ornamental tree or shrub growing within the limits of 

any public highway within the State of Michigan     

without the consent of the authorities having                 

jurisdiction over such road”.   

If a tree falls in the traveled 

portion of the roadway;     

what do I do? 


