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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of Kalamazoo County was held at the
Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, January 13, 2015
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Commissioner Moyle welcomed Commissioner
Buchholtz.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson; Operations Director Travis Bartholomew Finance
Director Ann Simmons; Engineering Director Tom Hohm; Project Engineer Geoff Wilson; and two citizens.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz,
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the December 30, 2014
Board Meeting as amended correcting the motions “to cast a unanimous ballot for” and remove “to nominate”
for Chairman and Vice Chairman.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz,
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$82,376.93
Vendor Account
$320,035.58
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the expense report for Commissioner
Worthams.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson provided an overview of the various steps taken to date in developing the
various draft policy versions for the proposed Failed Local Roads Policy. Commissioner Oscarson suggested
including an option for the township to postpone the payback in order to complete a road project. Commissioner
Berkebile emphasized that the final policy should minimize the possible negative impact and downward spiral of
road conditions. Comstock Township Supervisor Nieuwenhuis thanked the Board for having this discussion, she
suggested the policies be presented at the next Township Supervisor meeting for review and feedback.
Commissioner Worthams preferred the 50/50 draft policy, and encouraged the addition of verbiage that would
allow postponement of the payback in order to complete a road project. Commissioner Buchholtz asked staff
which option they preferred. Managing Director Johnson responded the 50/50 draft policy. Commissioner
Buchholtz said the policy should incentivize townships to participate in the process. Commissioner Oscarson
reiterated the need to have an appeal type option for the townships in order to not postpone other necessary road
work. C commissioner Berkebile wanted the policy to leave the door open so townships could complete other
road improvements while paying back the cost of returning a road to gravel. Managing Director Johnson will
contact Township Supervisor Don Ulsh to request the Failed Local Road Policy be added to the township supervisor
meeting agenda, and return to the Board with feedback received from Township Supervisors.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to post pone the approval of the necessary right-ofway for U Avenue at 8th Street Intersection Improvement project. Commissioner Berkebile requested clarification
of why a warranty deed vs. an easement was presented. He understood warranty deed for a plat, but here an
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easement is consistent. Also, staff is to confirm if the proposed warranty deeds would affect land splits within
Prairie Ronde Township. Staff shared the project would be delayed to a future bid letting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to postpone the approval of the U Avenue at 8th
Street Intersection Improvement project construction plan cover sheet for the Board’s and Managing Director’s
signature until the right-of-way questions are resolved.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the revised 2014 Resolution of Roads as
presented.
RESOLUTION
Act 51, Public Act 1951 as amended, requires that each county submit an annual report to the
State Transportation Commission. By resolution the Board approves and authorizes acceptance into the county
public road system roads in the following new developments, as well as other listed roads, road extensions and
temporary turn-arounds.
New Developments:
Barrington Shores #6, Section 21, Texas Township
Road Extensions:
Barony Pointe, Section 21, Texas Township, from Vinewood Pointe East 1217 feet
New Roads
Traction Court, Section 23, Kalamazoo Township, from Boardman Street to Healy Street
Abandonments:
Century Avenue, Section 25, Oshtemo Township, from Highfield Drive to Drake Road
Highfield Drive, Section 25, Oshtemo Township, from E. Michigan Avenue to Century Avenue
5th Street, Section 21, Alamo Township, from D Avenue to DE Avenue
Boardman Street, Section 23, Kalamazoo Township, from Lake Street to Traction Court
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to rescind the 2014 Resolution of Roads approved
at the December 30, 2014 meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the Local Road Participation (PAR) Fund
Contracts for Charleston Township:
Charleston Township
a.
MN Avenue - Mercury Drive to 46th Street, HMA Wedging/ Crack Fill/ Chip Seal
b.
44th Street -M Avenue to Michigan Avenue, Chip Seal
c.
HJ Avenue - 36th Street to 37th Street, HMA Wedging/ Crack Fill/ Chip Seal
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
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Mr. Harold Armstrong, 2039 F Avenue, shared his mailbox has been hit five times in the past two years at
two different locations. He asked that the Board review this with the driver for the future. He shared he had
called in a service request.
Managing Director Johnson thanked the first responders, law enforcement, the Michigan Department of
Transportation and our crews for the response to the I-94 accident Friday January 9th. She also shared information
on the upcoming Asset Management Training for local officials in February.
Commissioner Buchholtz shared the Board of Public Works meeting was canceled last Friday. She has
contacted the Township Supervisors for the townships she has been assigned liaison to schedule a meeting. She
inquired if the County had initiated an emergency management incident for the I-94 crash. Managing Director
Johnson responded she did not believe it has as the road commission was not called to report.
Commissioner Worthams shared the Council of Governments did not meet. He welcomed Commissioner
Buchholtz. He acknowledged the efforts of the road crew clearing the snow and addressing the accident issues
Friday. He attended the Alamo township board meeting. He received compliments for Project Superintendent
Mark Worden’s good work. He asked the public to call with any service issues and we are all working together.
Commissioner Berkebile complimented staff on management of the weekend snow event and accident.
The Regional Prosperity Initiative Region 8 meeting was canceled, and they will meet again in February.
Commissioner Oscarson attended the Parks Commission meeting. Commissioner Buchholtz also
attended. They reviewed the 2015 parks capital budget. There will be a $20,000 hot mix asphalt paving project,
that he suggested the parks director contact the road commission for potential joint bidding opportunities.
Commissioner Moyle shared the Kalamazoo County Environmental Health Advisory Council meeting will
take place at the recycling center on Lamont Street with a tour for a behind the scenes view of the process of
recycling dropped off items.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:02 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, January 27, 2015
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson; Operations Director Travis Bartholomew; Finance
Director Ann Simmons; Engineering Director Tom Hohm; General Superintendent Bill DeYoung; Interim
Maintenance Superintendent Tate Russell; Administrative Assistant Leslie Barnebee; and one citizens.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the January 13, 2015
Board meeting as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$88,840.77
Vendor Account
$324,955.57
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson reviewed U Avenue at 8th Street right-of-way items from the January 13, 2015
Board meeting. She reported staff had discussed concerns with both the right-of-way consultant and Prairie Ronde
Township. She noted staff is in the process of getting easements from property owners instead of right-of-way fee
title. Commissioner Berkebile encouraged staff to work with the right-of-way agent to secure right-of-way
easements in areas that are already by easement and fee title in similar areas, if possible. Managing Director
Johnson stated staff would return with these items at a future Board meeting. Engineering Director Hohm advised
this will delay the project. .
Commissioner Moyle welcomed County Commissioner Liaison Michael Seals to the Kalamazoo County
Road Commission’s (KCRC) Board meeting.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the Failed Condition Local Road Policy.
Staff and Commissioner Oscarson shared this was reviewed at the Township Supervisors meeting and there were
no further suggestions this issue of pulverization costs was fully reviewed for understanding.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to purchase one Ford Explorer Police Intercept Utility
4WD, from Gorno Ford located in Woodhaven, MI. through the “MIDeal” State of Michigan purchasing plan for
$27,769.00.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve Joanna I. Johnson for the County Road
Association (CRA) ballot.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
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Managing Director Johnson attended the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) Policy meeting.
KATS in kind service contributions were discussed. KCRC can anticipate a similar amount of $22,000. She shared
previous Managing Director Herb Larkin had passed away. She will be attending the Michigan Township
Association event in Grand Rapids with Commissioner Buchholtz representing CRA tomorrow.
Commissioner Worthams expressed his condolences to Commissioner Seals on the loss of his mother.
Kalamazoo County Council of Governments will meet on February 11, 2015.
Commissioner Buchholtz thanked staff, especially Operations Director Bartholomew for helping to
formularize her with road commission practices. She will attend the Kalamazoo County Board of Public Works
meeting the first week of February, the previous meeting was canceled due to weather. She expressed her
condolences to Commissioner Seals on the loss of his mother.
Commissioner Oscarson attended a special Kalamazoo County Parks and Recreation Committee meeting
last Thursday. Pavilion Township Supervisor Pat White inquired about a potential five year financing program for a
bridge replacement. Commissioner Oscarson asked staff to begin thinking about this as a possibility. Managing
Director Johnson also shared discussions with Supervisor White and that the request should be in writing for
clarity. He expressed his condolences to Commissioner Seals on the loss of his mother.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, February 10, 2015
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Kenneth R. Oscarson
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson; Operations Director Travis Bartholomew; Finance
Director Ann Simmons; Engineering Director Tom Hohm; General Superintendent Bill DeYoung; Traffic Engineer Jim
Hoekstra; Project Engineer Geoff Wilson; Administrative Assistant Leslie Barnebee; and two citizens.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the January 27, 2015
Board meeting as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$96,386.04
Vendor Account
$246,751.03
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the right-of-way for the U Avenue at 8th
Street project and approve the Board and Managing Director’s signature on the plan design cover sheet.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the revised Failed Condition Local Road
Policy statement as amended to: “…
 The remaining project cost will follow the Local Road Participation Fund policy with KCRC
contributing fifty percent (50%) utilizing that Township’s current year PAR funds, until the
Township’s portion of the contract is repaid.
• If the Township is unable to contribute fifty percent (50%) of the remaining project cost, that
Township’s current and/or future years’ PAR funds will be utilized to fund the remaining fifty
percent (50%) of the total project cost, until the Township’s portion of the contract is repaid,
including 100% pulverization…”
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson reviewed the proposed changes to the finance policies and requested the
Board review and let staff know of any questions or concerns. Commissioner Berkebile asked for clarification on
the group of assets and capitalization. Finance Director Simmons stated she will review for clarification.
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Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the purchase of a Toolcat 5610 G Series
Utility Work Machine with a rotary broom attachment and a rear angle blade attachment, utilizing the “MIDEAL”
State of Michigan purchasing plan for $62,069.64.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the traffic signal maintenance and utility
locating agreement with the City of Kalamazoo for Managing Director’s signature contingent on the City of
Kalamazoo’s approval and modifying the contract from “Municipal Corporation” to “Public Body Corporate”.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson thanked citizens for their patience during the last storm. She noted staff
received approximately 500 snow removal calls between February 2nd and February 3rd. She attended the
Southwest Council meeting this week where discussions included the May ballot initiative; additional information
will be presented at the County Road Association (CRA) Conference February 17th through the 19th. She reported
Mark Worden, Project Superintendent received the CRA Program Manager of the Year Award at the CRA
Engineering Conference last week.
Commissioner Worthams reported the Council of Government would meet tomorrow to discuss
community engagement. He thanked staff for their work on the U Avenue easements and the failed condition local
road policy. He reminded citizens that KCRC provides service to everyone, and property taxes do not help fund our
services. He noted at the end of the day, both tax payers and our employees deserve respect.
Commissioner Buchholtz attended the Board of Public works meeting where officers were elected.
Commissioner Berkebile met with the Region 8 Prosperity Council last week and they are continuing to
map region assets. He shared the second grant was approved for $228,000 to aid in their continued efforts.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:36 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The Board of County Road Commissioners of Kalamazoo County attended the County Road
Association (CRA) of Michigan annual conference on February 17- February 19, 2015.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
and various other road commission representatives and State officials.
The commissioners and staff attended various functions, activities and meetings in association
with the CRA Annual Conference. Attendees also met with State Legislative officials for a luncheon at the
Capitol to discuss transportation related issues as well as a legislative reception.
The meeting adjourned on February 19, 2015 at 11:30am.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk

By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, February 24, 2015
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Kenneth R. Oscarson, David Q. Worthams
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson; Operations Director Travis Bartholomew; Finance
Director Ann Simmons; Engineering Director Tom Hohm; Project Engineer Ryan Minkus; Administrative Assistant
Leslie Barnebee; and one citizen.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the February 10, 2015
Board meeting and February 17 – 19, 2015 County Road Association (CRA) annual conference as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$92,410.21
Vendor Account
$294,441.30
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Alamo Township Local Road
Participation Fund Contracts.
a. 3rd Street – G Avenue to F Avenue, Chip Seal
b. Owen Drive – 6th Street to Hart Dive, HMA Wedging/Chip Seal
c. Hart Drive – Owen Drive to 695’ north of Owen Drive, HMA Wedging/Chip Seal
d. B Avenue – 2nd Street to Ravine Road, Gravel/Pulverize/Double Chip Seal
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the Oshtemo Township Local Road
Participation Fund Contracts.
a. West Point Drive - Cadet Lane to 10th Street, Cadet Lane - Westlins Avenue to Nantucket Lane,
Nantucket Lane - Bunker Hill Drive to Cadet Lane, Bunker Hill Drive - Westlins Avenue to Nantucket
Lane, Valley Forge Drive - Bunker Hill Drive to Cadet Lane, Westlins Avenue - 158' west of Bunker Hill
Drive to Cadet Lane, Old Post Road - Westlins Avenue to 705' southeast of Westlins Avenue,
Litchfield Lane - Thunder Bluff Road to 10th Street, Thunder Bluff Road - Litchfield Lane to Wingate
Road, Twilingate Lane - Wingate Road to 10th Street, Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
b. Bramble Drive - H Avenue to Bay Field Drive, Bay Field Drive - Hollison Drive to Oak Harbor Street,
Hollison Drive - Bay Field Drive to Oak Harbor Street, Oak Harbor Street - Bay Field Drive to 595'
north of Trayburne Trail, Trayburne Trail - Lindenhurst Lane to 587' east of Oak Harbor Street,
Lindenhurst Lane - 9th Street to Kelfrey Cove, Kelfrey Cove - Hollison Drive to Lindenhurst Lane,
Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
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c.

Venture Court - Venture Park Road to 596' east of Venture Park Road, Venture Park Road - Quail Run
Drive to Michigan Avenue, Oshtemo Woods Lane - Venture Park Road to Lamplighter Lane, Crack Fill/
Chip Seal.
d. Mickey's Trail - 9th Street to Murphy's Trail, Belle Street - Lexy Lane to Mickey's Trail, Mauri's Lane Lexy Lane to Mickey's Trail, Lexy Lane - 9th Street to Murphy's Trail, Murphy's Trail - Lexy Lane to
Mickey's Trail, Murphy's Circle - 420' south of Lexy Lane to Lexy Lane, Crack Fill.
e. Old Savannah Drive - H Avenue to Stone Mountain Drive, Stone Mountain Drive - Old Savannah
Drive to 531' north of Old Savannah Drive, Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
f. Partridge Lane - Quail Run Drive to Quail Run Drive, Tanager Lane - Quail Run Drive to Quail Run
Drive, Pheasant Lane - Tanager Lane to Quail Run Drive, HMA Wedging/ Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
g. Forest River Way - 1283' west of Ravine Road to Ravine Road, Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
h. Chime Street - Erie Street to Stadium Drive, Erie Street - Chime Street to 9th Street, Crack Fill/ Chip
Seal.
i. Buckham Wood Drive - 9th Street to Caddam Wood Avenue, Wood Hollow Avenue - Buckham Wood
Drive to 213' east of Buckham Wood Drive, Caddam Wood Avenue - Laurel Wood Street to Buckham
Wood Drive, Laurel Wood Street - Buckham Wood Drive to Caddam Wood Avenue, Beymoure Street
- Caddam Wood Avenue to 162' north of Caddam Wood Avenue, Crack Fill/ Chip Seal
j. Promenade Street - Northstar Avenue to H Avenue, Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Pavilion Township Local Road
Participation Fund Contracts.
a. 27th Street - T Avenue to S Avenue, HMA Wedging/ Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
b. R Avenue - 34th Street to 36th Street, Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
c. Q Avenue - west Pavilion Township line to 25th Street, Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
d. 34th Street - TS Avenue to S Avenue, Crack Fill/ Chip Seal.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Purchasing and Fixed Assets &
Capitalization Policies. Commissioner Berkebile thanked staff for their follow up on the group of assets
explanation which was further clarified by Finance Director Simmons.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Contributed Services Agreement for
Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) match. Commissioner Berkebile commented the amount is similar to
previous years.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the D Avenue – Adobe Road to Rolling
Meadow Drive, Michigan Department of Transportation Contract #14-5676 for Managing Director’s signature.
Commissioner Berkebile inquired if the intersection at 12th Street is included. Engineering Director Hohm said it
was and reviewed for truck movements. Commissioner Berkebile requested staff contact the Packerland in
advance of the project for routing of trucks during the project.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
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Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Traffic Control Order for No Parking
30th Street, Brady Township. Commissioner Berkebile commented on the ability of law enforcement to have this
enforced.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the 2014 Annual Mileage Certification
Report and the Certification of Roadway Mileage (Countywide and Urban) for Chairman’s signature. Managing
Director noted this includes the -0.89 in local road mileage due to abandonments and additions into the road
network.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve Ryan Minkus to fulfill the statutory
functions as Chief Engineer.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson thanked Leslie Barnebee, Administrative Assistant for her work on the Put the
Brakes on Fatalities Day efforts that were recognized at the CRA conference with an “Impress” award. She
thanked both Engineering Director Hohm and Administrative Assistant Barnebee for all their efforts in public
service at the Road Commission. She shared the legislative luncheon at the capital went well and we had the
opportunity to meet with all our Kalamazoo delegation. She shared she has been elected to the CRA Board of
Directors for a 3-year term. KATS meets tomorrow, therefore a report will follow at the next Board meeting. A
training was held last week; Asset Management for Local Elected Officials with 18 attendees and included a
segment on asset management for sidewalks. She shared all but two joint meetings are scheduled and
information is on our website. She shared we will anxiously be anticipating the results of the Kalamazoo Township
ballot proposal this evening. A meeting has been scheduled to review the Kalamazoo Township results with the
Township this week.
Commissioner Buchholtz shared similar comments as the Managing Director regarding the CRA
conference. She congratulated Managing Director Johnson on the CRA Board election. She too thanked
Engineering Director Hohm and Administrative Assistant Barnebee. She plans on attending the Legislative
Listening Post Friday morning at the Road Commission. She also shared her willingness to attend the Kalamazoo
Township meeting on the ballot initiative this week.
Commissioner Berkebile thanked Engineering Director Hohm for all his efforts over the years and wished
him and Administrative Assistant Barnebee all the best.
Commissioner Moyle wished Engineering Hohm and Administrative Assisting Barnebee all the best and
thanked them for their efforts.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo attended the Southwest
Michigan First – Legislative Listening Post held at the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore
Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on February 27, 2015 at 8:00am.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Kenneth R. Oscarson
Also attending: Approximately 35 guests from various organizations/entities and State and local
elected officials.
A presentation was provide on Proposal 1; Transportation Revenue and Sales Tax Ballot
Proposal and updates were provided from State elected officials.
The meeting adjourned at 9:30am.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk

By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, March 10, 2015
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams
Absent: Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson; Operations Director Travis Bartholomew; Finance
Director Ann Simmons; Project Engineers Ryan Minkus and Geoff Wilson; General Superintendent Bill DeYoung;
and Maintenance Superintendent Aaron Srackangast.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the February 24, 2015
Board meeting and February 27, 2015 Legislative Listening Post as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$90,160.02
Vendor Account
$148,149.33
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Non-motorized Facilities Application
and Agreement for the Drake Road, Stadium Drive to West Main Street (M-43), Oshtemo Township for Managing
Director’s signature.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to authorize staff to enter into an agreement with
Midlink for 33’ half width right-of-way (ROW) dedication by Midlink for the southeast quadrant per the Michigan
Department of Transportation’s redesign of the intersection at Cork Street and Park Circle Drive. The agreement
will allow for dedication of the additional 17’ upon notification by the Road Commission to Midlink should Park
Circle be converted into a primary road and/or notification by Midlink to the Road Commission should
development occur along the effected parcel(s) within five years.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
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Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to grant the variance request from the required
ROW dimensions for the extension of Telluride Drive as part of the Applegate Trails Phase 3, Texas Township with
60’ of dedicated ROW and 10’ by easement for maintenance purposes. Discussion took place related to winter
maintenance/maintenance operations, effect on the developer for parcel development and township ordinances.
Mr. Brian Wood the developer advised that staff and the township have been working on resolution of this issue
for some time with various options reviewed. Commissioner Moyle shared concerns for winter maintenance
operations and consistency in our specifications. Managing Director Johnson reminded the Board of previous staff
guidance on ROW preferences by dedication in plats and ROW by easement consistency along roadways.
Denied by the following vote:
Aye: Berkebile
Nay: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Village of Vicksburg Trail Letter of
Support for Chairman’s signature. Commissioner Oscarson stated he will abstain from the vote having served
previously as the Chairman of the trail committee.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams
Abstain: Oscarson
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the revised Resolution in Support for
Proposal 1 Transportation Revenue as presented. Commissioner Berkebile stated concerns regarding the 3rd
“Whereas” clause reference to local roads as local roads are not directly impacted with the additional funding.
Commissioner Oscarson agreed sharing the concern of misleading the public by referencing the condition of our
local roads. Commissioner Worthams disagreed stating that revenue sharing from the ballot imitative may also be
applied as match to local roads and this is providing reference to the condition of our system. Commissioner
Berkebile asked for clarification on the definition of “structurally deficient” Project Engineer Minkus stated these
do not mean they are unsafe, they are defined by the National Bridge Inventory System and may also mean they
do not meet current design specifications.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Nay: Berkebile
Commissioner Worthams shared a “point of order” that Commissioner Berkebile cannot vote against a
motion he made. Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded for further consideration of the Resolution
in Support for Proposal 1 Transportation Revenue.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to modify the 3 rd “Whereas” clause as follows;
“…Whereas 291 miles of Kalamazoo County roads are in poor condition and 5 Kalamazoo County bridges are
structurally deficient;…” and restore the paragraph, “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be
transmitted to all Kalamazoo County State Legislators, all Kalamazoo County Elected Officials, all Kalamazoo
County Mayors, all Kalamazoo County Village Presidents, and all Kalamazoo County Township Supervisors….”
Commissioner Worthams reminded Managing Director Johnson that previous resolutions have been sent
according to the final “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED…” clause and therefore consistent with Road Commission past
practice. Managing Director Johnson stated she will verify the data for miles in poor condition and update the
resolution accordingly.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
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Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the revised Resolution in Support for
Proposal Transportation Revenue with the two additional amendments approved.
Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo
Resolution of Support for Proposal 1 Transportation Revenue
March 10, 2015
WHEREAS, Michigan drivers deserve a safe and reliable road and bridge network. Investing more in our roads will
improve safety, road surface, and bridge conditions; and
WHEREAS, 38 percent of Michigan’s state-and locally-owned urban roads and 32 percent of the rural roads are in
poor condition; and
WHEREAS, approximately 268 miles of Kalamazoo County roads are in poor condition and 5 Kalamazoo County
bridges are structurally deficient; and
WHEREAS, every $1 invested today to keep our roads in good condition will save as much as $6 to $14 later as
conditions deteriorate. The longer we wait to fix Michigan’s roads, the more it will cost; and
WHEREAS, Michigan’s roads are vital to business and economic development, to families and schools, to public
safety and health care, to agriculture and tourism, and to every aspect of our lives; and
WHEREAS, the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo has optimized the efficiency of
road commission operations under the existing revenue allocation and is unable to maintain the high level of
service which the county residents have come to expect; and
WHEREAS, Proposal 1 on the May 5 ballot would provide additional revenue to fix roads and bridges; and
WHEREAS, it is estimated the Road Commission will receive approximately $9,029,000 in new revenue over three
years if Proposal 1 is adopted by Michigan voters.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; The Board supports Proposal 1, which goes before Michigan voters on May 5,
2015.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to all Kalamazoo County State Legislators,
all Kalamazoo County Elected Officials, all Kalamazoo County Mayors, all Kalamazoo County Village Presidents, and
all Kalamazoo County Township Supervisors.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the first 2015 HMA bid letting to
Lakeland Asphalt Corp. for division 1 and division 2 - low bidder, meeting specifications.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the 36A and 13A HMA Plant Mix bid to
Lakeland Asphalt Corporation, Reith-Riley Construction Company, Michigan Paving and Materials Company and
Wyoming Asphalt Company based on haul distance for material loaded in RCKC trucks; CP-1 HMA bid to Wyoming
Asphalt Company; and CP-6 (cold patch) bid to Lakeland Asphalt Corporation delivered to the Road Commission.
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Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Moyle moved and it was seconded to approve the Aggregates – Seasonal Requirement
Bid to Aggregate Industries, Aggregate Resources, Inc., Art Austin Inc., Byholt Inc., Consumers Concrete Corp, James
E. Fulton and Sons Inc., Stoneco of Michigan, Balkema Sitework and Development LLC, and Superior Gravel based on
haul distance for material loaded in Road Commission trucks and by low bidder for material delivered to Road
Commission yard.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Dust Control Bid to Great Lakes
Chloride Inc. for 38% and 42% CaCl solution; sole bidder meeting specifications, with an option to extend annually
for up to three (3), one (1) year extensions by the mutual agreement of both parties..
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the 22A and 23A Gravel, Compacted in
Place Bid for 2015 to Aggregate Industries, Byholt Inc., James E. Fulton and Sons, Southwest Transport Co. and
Balkema Excavating Inc., respective low bidders by township, with an option to extend annually for up to three (3),
one (1) year extensions by the mutual agreement of both parties.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the Professional Forester Bid to Graham
Forestry Service Inc. at $48.00/hour with an option to extend annually for up to three (3), one (1) year extensions,
by the mutual agreement of both parties -sole bidder meeting specifications.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Managing Director Johnson stated we are thinking of Commissioner Buchholtz and her family and wish
her a speedy recovery and return. She shared she attended the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Policy
Committee meeting where an audit presentation was held, director evaluation discussed and director/staff
compensation was approved. She has that information available for any Board members interested. She provided
a reminder that Seasonal Weight Restrictions had gone into effect today, March 10, 2015 at 7:00a.m.
Commissioner Worthams shared he too is thinking of Commissioner Buchholtz and has her in his prayers.
He has known her for over 15 years and appreciates the opportunity to serve on a Board together. He also
thanked Leslie Barnebee and Tom Hohm for their service and wished them well. He shared information form the
Legislative Listening Post and Council of Governments meeting.
Commissioner Oscarson shared he attended the Parks and Recreation meeting where he provided them
information on the Kalamazoo River Valley trail outstanding project balance.
Commissioner Moyle shared Commissioner Buchholtz is in our mind and hearts and can’t wait for her
return.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to go into closed session Pursuant to section 8 (c) of
the Open Meetings Act for the purpose of discussing issues related to the road commission pending litigation at
4:30pm.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
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Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to leave closed session at.5:40pm.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Climax Township Board of Trustees was held at the Climax Township Hall, 110 North Main Street,
Climax, Michigan, on Tuesday March 10, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:02 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, David Q. Worthams
Absent: Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Climax Township Supervisor Don Schultz, Clerk Marcia Lewis,
Treasurer Steve Walman, Trustee Richard Thierjung, and Trustee Joel Amos.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint Presentation, including the Failed Condition Local Road Policy, Proposal 1
Transportation Ballot information, Seasonal Weight Restrictions Permit information and road condition
data.
A citizen, Mr. Bruce Rolfe questioned the impact of agricultural equipment and truck traffic on
roads. Operations Director Bartholomew shared information on road design and all-season roads.
Trustee Thierjung inquired about additional distribution of local road participation funds. Board
Local Road policy provisions were reviewed.
Clerk Lewis inquired about the different dust control options and what may be best for their
roads 38%/42% CaCI or mineral well brine and applications. Operations Director Bartholomew shared
gravel road conditions change and applications may vary based on traffic. The gravel roads can be
reviewed for appropriate applications.
Managing Director Johnson shared the new logo and gradual name change. She stated she was
pleased with the work of staff and the Road Commission’s investment for improving Climax Fulton Road.
Clerk Lewis also shared thanks for the road improvement.
Managing Director Johnson expressed appreciation to the Climax Township Board of Trustees
for the joint meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk

By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, March 24, 2015
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, David Q. Worthams
Absent: Deb Buchholtz, Dennis J. Berkebile
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson; Operations Director Travis Bartholomew; Finance
Director Ann Simmons; General Superintendent Bill DeYoung; Engineering Technician Adam Mitchell and
Accountant Diane DeWaters.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the March 10, 2015
Board meeting, March 10, 2015 Closed Session and March 10, 2015 Climax Township Joint Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$73,470.66
Vendor Account
$603,885.38
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
The 2014 Financial audit presentation was presented by Kris Ray and Britni McDole of Plante & Moran.
They shared the audit was an unmodified opinion, which is the best opinion possible. They reviewed the financials
and audit presentation which is almost one month in advance of previous years. They stated all went as expected.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Local Road Participation contracts
for Ross Township, Schoolcraft Township, Wakeshma Township and the Village of Climax for Chairman’s signature.
Ross Township Local Road Participation Fund Contract
a. 44th Street – 420’ South of Allister Mackenzie Avenue to M-89, Gravel/Pulverize/Hot Mix
Asphalt (HMA)
b. 39th Street – FG Avenue to 3,320’ North of FG Avenue, HMA Wedging/Chip Seal
c. 39th Street – East Gull Lake Drive to C Avenue, D Avenue – 38th Street to 39th Street,
HMA Wedging/Chip Seal
d. CD Avenue – 46th Street to 48th Street, HMA Wedging/Chip Seal
Schoolcraft Township Local Road Participation Fund Contract
a. YZ Avenue – 2,415’ West of US 131 to 900’ East of 15th Street, Chip Seal
b. X Avenue – 22nd Street to 24th Street, Chip Seal
c. TU Avenue – 23rd Street to 2,701’ East of 23rd Street, Chip Seal
d. 22nd Street – Y Avenue to 200’ South of XY Avenue, HMA Wedging/Chip Seal
e. Z Avenue – 21st Street to 24th Street, HMA Wedging/Chip Seal
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Wakeshma Township Local Road Participation Fund Contracts
a. U Avenue – 36th to 39th Street, Gravel/Pulverize/Grade/Compact (Failed Condition Local
Road - return to gravel)
b. V Avenue – 39th Street to 42nd Street, HMA Wedging/Chip Seal
Village of Climax Project Local Municipality Contract
a. Maple Street - West of Climax Village Limits to East Climax Village Limits, Chip Seal and
Fog Seal
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and was seconded to approve the Kalamazoo Township Local Road
Participation Fund Contract for Chairman’s signature. Commissioner Oscarson requested information regarding
cash flow. Managing Director Johnson advised, that page five of agreement addendum provided for funds
incrementally based on bond funding being available to the township.
(Bixby, Long Meadow, Spring Meadow, King Realty, Jeffery Park) Seemore Avenue – Humphrey Street to
750’ north of Humphrey Street, Nassau Street – East Main Street to Gertrude Street, Lakewood Drive –
M-43 to 264’ north of M-43, Cold Milling and HMA Overlay 1 1/2 inches.

(Bixby, Long Meadow, Spring Meadow, King Realty, Jeffery Park) Trimble Avenue – Junction Avenue to M43, Henson Avenue – Junction Avenue to M-43, Henson Avenue – 425’ south of Junction Avenue to
Junction Avenue, Colgrove Avenue – Junction Avenue to M-43, Colgrove Avenue – 683’ south of Junction
Avenue to Junction Avenue, Henson Avenue – M-43 to Lakeview Avenue, Lakeview Avenue – Henson
Avenue to 232’ east of Henson Avenue, Heather Lane – 113’ south of M-43 to M-43, Cold Milling and
HMA Overlay 2 inches.

(Dwillard & Schram Plat) Borgess Drive – Nazareth Road to TWP line, Edna Boulevard – Mulhearn Avenue
to Nazareth Road, Mulhearn Avenue – Baker Drive to Nazareth Road, Miami Avenue – Baker Drive to
Nazareth Road, Tampa Street – Baker Drive to Nazareth Road, Cold Milling and HMA paving 3 inches.
(Eastwood Heights, Vosler's Addition, Sherwood Plat, Plat of Shield's Addition, Vosler's Annex, Washburn
Plat and East Highland Park) Coy Avenue – Washburn Avenue to Arthur Avenue, Charles Avenue – TWP
line to Arthur Avenue, Ira Avenue – Coy Avenue to East Main Street, Lum Avenue – Coy Avenue to East
Main Street, Dayton Avenue – Charles Avenue to East Main Street, Cooper Avenue – Dearborn Avenue to
East Main Street, Washburn Avenue – Dearborn Avenue to East Main Street, Cold Milling and HMA
Overlay 1 1/2 inches.

(Eastwood Heights, Vosler's Addition, Sherwood Plat, Plat of Shield's Addition, Vosler's Annex, Washburn
Plat and East Highland Park) Kenilworth Avenue – TWP line to Nazareth Road, Cold Milling and HMA
Overlay 2 inches.

(Eastwood Heights) Gayle Avenue – Coy Avenue to East Main Street, Cold Milling and HMA paving 3
inches.

(Indian Village Subdivision) Pontiac Avenue – TWP line to 660’ west of Seminole Street, Ottawa Avenue –
TWP line to 660’ west of Seminole Street, Iroquois Trail – TWP line to Turwill Lane, Turwill Lane – Huron
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Avenue to Ottawa Avenue, Devonshire Avenue – TWP line to Turwill Lane, Grace Road – Gorham Lane to
Cherokee Street, Cranbrook Avenue – Cherokee Street to Croyden Avenue, Mohawk Street – Devonshire
Avenue to Croyden Avenue, Cherokee Street - Olney Road to Marlane Avenue, Gorham Lane - Olney Road
to Canterbury Avenue, Cold Milling and HMA paving 3 inches.

(Indian Village Subdivision) Seminole Street – Croyden Avenue to Grand Prairie Road, Cherokee Street –
Marlane Avenue to Alamo Avenue, Mohawk Street – Huron Avenue to Iroquois Trail, Mohawk – Olney
Road to Devonshire Avenue, Gorham Lane – Canterbury Avenue to Devonshire Avenue, Turwill Lane –
Devonshire Avenue to Huron Avenue, Turwill Lane – Iroquois Trail to Ottawa Avenue, Alamo Avenue –
Turwill Lane to Cherokee Street, Iroquois Trail – Turwill Lane to Nichols Road, Huron Avenue – Turwill
Lane to Nichols Road, Marlane Avenue – Mohawk Street to Nichols Road, Croyden Avenue – TWP line to
Nichols Road, Devonshire Avenue – Turwill Lane to Nichols Road, Canterbury Avenue – Turwill Lane to
Nichols Road, Grace Road – Cherokee Street to Nichols Road, Cold Milling and HMA Overlay 1 1/2 inches.

(Indian Village Subdivision) Turwill Lane – M-43 to Devonshire Avenue, Gorham Lane – M-43 to Olney
Road, Cherokee Street – M-43 to Olney Road, Cold Milling and HMA paving 4 inches.
(Northview Subdivision) Rockwood Drive – Winding Way to Meadowcroft Avenue, Thornhill Avenue Stonegate Road to Nichols Road, Meadowcroft Avenue - Rockwood Drive to Nichols Road, Runnymede
Drive – Rockwood Drive to Stonegate Road, Northview Drive – Rockwood Drive to Nichols Road,
Glengarry Avenue - Stonegate Road to Nichols Road, Beverton Street - Glengarry Avenue to Twp Line,
Glengarry Avenue – Beverton Street to Havenbrook Street, Thornhill Avenue – Stonegate Road to Nichols
Road, Coventry Avenue – Beverton Street to 208’ east of Bevertonn Street, Stonegate Road – Northview
Drive to Glengarry Avenue, Cold Milling and HMA Overlay 1 1/2 inches.
(Northview Subdivision) Winding Way – 1965’ west of Rockwood Drive to 1020’ southeast of Rockwood
Drive, Thornhill Avenue – 850’ east of Laurelhill Street to Stonegate Road, Laurelhill Street – 175’ south
of Thornhill Avenue to Thornhill Avenue, Stonegate Road – 310’ south of Thornhill Avenue to Northview
Drive, Cold Milling and HMA paving 3 inches.
Cumberland Street - Grand Prairie Road to 530' north of Yucca Avenue, Design Engineering
Drainage/Curb.
Wynn Road - Olmstead Road to Sprinkle Road, Engineering Drainage/Curb.
Maple Street - M-43 to 2450' north of M-43, Design Engineering Drainage.
Schippers Lane - East Michigan Avenue to Darling Street, Design Engineering Culverts.
Hillsdale Avenue - Ferndale Avenue to Berkley Street, Design Engineering Drainage/Curb.
Crestview Avenue - 670' west of Coolidge Avenue to Collidge Avenue, Design Engineering Drainage.
Commonwealth Avenue - Campbell Avenue to Dartmouth Street, Design Engineering Drainage.
Stewart Drive - Olmstead Road to 1270' east of Olmstead Road, Design Engineering Culvert.
Franklin Street - Olmstead Road to Sprinkle Road, Design Engineering Drainage.
Shaffer Street - M-43 to 1550' north of M-43, Design Engineering Drainage/Curb.
Sunnyside Drive - East Main Street to M-43, Design Engineering Drainage/Curb.
Academy Street - Dartmouth to Arlington Street, Design Engineering Drainage.
Arlington Street - Academy Street to Grove Street, Design Engineering Drainage.
Schuster Avenue - Stockbridge Avenue to Lake Street, Design Engineering Curb/Drainage/All Season.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams

Chair Int’l ______
Clerk Int’l_______
March 24, 2015

Commissioner Worthams moved and was seconded to approve the Riverview Drive Agreement, Cooper
Township for Managing Director’s signature.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Moyle, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and was seconded to approve the Mini-Excavator Purchase.
Commissioner Oscarson inquired on what attachments came with the excavator. Operations Director
Bartholomew stated the excavator does not come with any attachments, aside from the two buckets. All other
attachments will be rented on an as needed basis.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and was seconded to approve the Storm Sewer Maintenance Bid Award.
Commissioner Oscarson requested information on how close we are to populating our full database. Operations
Director Bartholomew advised we are approximately 80 percent complete. Commissioner Moyle inquired about
the benefit of this information to the drain commissioner. Managing Director Johnson noted it is not tied to the
Drain Commissioners mapping presently, but does tie in to our MS4 permit. Operations Director Bartholomew
mentioned the information would be of use to the Drain Commissioner as some of our systems overlap.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and was seconded to approve the Truck Components Purchase for
$107,140.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and was seconded to approve the 2014 Public Act 51 Financial Report.
Managing Director Johnson thanked the Finance Department for all their efforts.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Managing Director Johnson stated we have a large number of bids on our website and request for
proposals. They will be presented at our April 7th and April 21st Board meetings for potential award. We are
sharing information on the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) projects on Sprinkle Road/ I-94 and
Stadium Drive. We are gearing up for our own construction projects and we will be hosting meetings and bid
openings we start our construction season.
Commissioner Worthams stated he has continued good thoughts and prayers for Commissioner
Buchholtz.
Commissioner Oscarson shared the Township Supervisors did not meet last Wednesday 3/18/15. He
congratulated the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) on winning the Friend of Bicycling award from the
Kalamazoo Bicycle Club.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:35pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, April 7, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, David Q. Worthams
Absent: Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Project
Superintendent Mark Worden, Project Engineer Geoff Wilson, and Temporary Administrative Assistant Michael
Berryman.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the March 24, 2015
regular Board meeting,
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$76,222.12
Vendor Account
$201,637.46
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Expense Reports as presented for
Commissioners Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams and Managing Director Johnson.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams.
Commissioner Moyle moved and it was seconded to rescind the previously approved and signed Plan
Cover Sheet for Texas Drive Trail from Al Sabo Preserve to 12th Street in Texas Township. Commissioner Moyle
shared the Board had previously approved the plan submission to the Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) May 2014, and MDOT requested revisions. Commissioner Worthams asked if they were requesting formal
action for resubmission. Commissioner Moyle stated that he believed that MDOT would prefer a formal action,
and suggested it be done as two separate actions. Commissioner Oscarson requested a brief summary of changes
made to the plan. Project Engineer Wilson clarified the need for the changes were due to right-of-way
constraints/acquisitions requiring the road to be shifted to accommodate the trail. With this change, MDOT then
required the road plans to be sealed by a Professional Engineer (P.E.). Hurley & Stewart was the engineering firm
contracted by Texas Township for the road design work, and they prepared the full packet to meet MDOT
standards.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the revised Plan Cover Sheet for Texas
Drive Trail from Al Sabo Preserve to 12th Street in Texas Township for the Board and Managing Director’s
signatures.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
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Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the 35th Street project Temporary
Grading Permits for the 35th Street – Galesburg City Limit to 1000’ south of G Avenue project for a total of $450.00
for property owners: Mark and Linda Turner, Louis Drobny, Geo H and LJ Vanameyden. Commissioner Moyle
stated the increase in slopes for grading is in the right-of-way. Project Engineer Wilson added that the project is
designed to establish the appropriate water flow patterns. Plans are to apply a one (1) on three (3) slope from the
edge of the shoulder. The temporary grading permit amounts are usually based on the value of the portion of the
land required for use in a project. For these properties, none of the standard minimum values were reached and
staff proposed $150.00 to the land owners. Project Engineer Wilson noted the proposed project changes will be
advantages for the property owner and RCKC. Commissioner Moyle had additional questions about the grading.
Project Engineer Wilson shared that the roadway is being raised, and we will be filling these areas with
embankment. Commissioner Moyle asked if there were any obstacles for the grading. Project Engineer Wilson
responded that it was wide open and there were no obstacles.
Carried by the following vote
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved, and it was seconded to approve the 2015 Crack Fill Bid to Asphalt
Restoration Inc. dba Pavement Restoration - low bidder, meeting specifications.
Carried by the following vote
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Construction Materials Testing
Countywide Bid to Professional Service Industries (PSI) and Materials Testing Consultants (MTC) for possible three,
one year extensions. Project Engineer Wilson shared that the chief items to be contracted would be material
sampling and testing, and asphalt sample testing. The quantities are higher this year due to the additional work in
Kalamazoo Township. Low bidder was PSI. Project Engineer Wilson shared there had been previous issues with
report timing and invoicing with this contractor. Staff interviewed PSI after the bid opening, and were assured that
they could comply. Project Engineer Wilson added that they also recommend a backup contractor to address
work load issues and conflict of interest situations. Based on pricing the primary contractor, PSI, is substantially
less costly. Commissioner Oscarson inquired about PSI ability to address the workload levels. Project Engineer
Wilson shared PSI has additional capacity due to a loss of a contract on the east side of the State. Commissioner
Oscarson expressed concern with possible township reaction with the use of the higher cost contract. Project
Superintendent Worden did not foresee the need to utilize the backup contractor on local projects. Commissioner
Worthams noted timing may be more critical in some situations. Project Engineer Wilson noted that PSI did not bid
all services, and the MTC would be used as needed.
Carried by the following vote
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve for Prairie Ronde Township for the
Continuous application of 38% Calcium Chloride at 1,600 gallons per mile (two times) OR Continuous application
42% Calcium Chloride at 1,600 gallons per mile (two times) for Chairman’s signature. Operations Director
Bartholomew shared that the RCKC contribution for dust control contracts is the bidding of the service,
management of the application, and invoicing the township for the vendor invoiced cost of the service. He noted
the two concentrations have different application requirements and benefits. The 42% Calcium Chloride must be
applied at a certain minimum temperature, yet the higher concentration will last longer. Approving the contract
for both concentrations will allow the option to apply either depending on the circumstances.
Carried by the following vote
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson stated he attended the Kalamazoo County Parks and Recreation Commission
meeting on April 2, 2015, and they are working with RCKC staff to address invoicing questions. He shared that he
would be attending the County Road Association of Michigan’s 47th Annual Commissioners’ seminar.
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Commissioner Worthams shared he participated in a business round table on March 27th coordinated by
Southwest Michigan First.
Commissioner Moyle said he will be attending the Kalamazoo County Environmental Health Advisory

Council (EHAC) meeting tomorrow.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:27pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk

By: ______________________________, Chairperson

_____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, April 21, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz,
Also attending: Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Project
Superintendent Mark Worden, Project Engineer Ryan Minkus, Project Engineer Geoff Wilson, Traffic Engineer Jim
Hoekstra, General Superintendent Bill DeYoung, and Temporary Administrative Assistant Michael Berryman.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the April 7, 2015
regular Board Meeting,
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$74,875.07
Vendor Account
$970,224.09
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Ann Nieuwenhuis, Comstock Township Supervisor, thanked Road Commission staff, in particular Geoff
Wilson, and Mr. Carr with Lakeland Asphalt for their support and response to citizen’s concerns related to
mailboxes during the 35th Street construction project.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to receive the letter from the Michigan Department
of Transportation (MDOT) regarding Public Act (PA) 298 of 2012 dated March 27, 2015 and refer it to file. Ann
Simmons, Finance Director shared that PA 298 of 2012 amended PA 51 of 1951 to allow the Michigan Department
of Transportation (MDOT) to conduct performance audits and make investigations of the disposition of all state
funds received any local unit receiving funds under PA 51. PA 51 prescribes how the Road Commission may
administer and expend Michigan Transportation Funds. Under the PA 298, MDOT must develop performance
audit procedures and reporting requirements to determine whether funds were expended in accordance with the
requirements of PA 51. Once these standards are established, MDOT may initiate a performance audit of any road
agency. This letter requests road agencies to engage their financial auditors to plan and perform a performance
audit to determine compliance. Staff will keep the Board apprised as further details become available.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded receive the letter from the MDOT regarding Safety
Improvement Program Funding for Stadium Drive, 4th Street to 6th Street dated April 6, 2015 and refer it to file.
Traffic Engineer Jim Hoekstra noted the MDOT letter confirms approval for the safety funding grant for our
submitted project on Stadium Drive from 4th Street to 6th Street. This project is in our Primary Road Capital
Improvement Plan to be designed in 2016 and constructed in 2017.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
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Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agreement for temporary use of
Michigan Avenue/Mercury Drive and the Michigan Avenue/Mercury Drive intersection improvements with the
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the C.A. Hull letter agreement for the HMA top course at the
intersection of Michigan Avenue/Mercury Drive for the Chairman’s signature. Operations Director Travis
Bartholomew shared there are two agreements - MDOT and C.A. Hall. MDOT requested to utilize this section of
road as a detour for an up-coming I-94 bridge project. The diversion of traffic will only be implemented for
approximately 8 days (non-peak hours) during demolition of the bridge, beam erection, and paving of I-94. In
exchange for MDOT’s use, they have agreed to make improvements to the intersection after their project is
complete. The Road Commission has planned a project to pave approximately 450’ from this intersection to the
edge of the MDOT bridge project. To avoid a gap in improvements we would provide the milling/HMA top course
necessary from the MDOT project limits south of the bridge to Michigan Avenue/Mercury Drive intersection. To
avoid joint/contractor coordination issues with the HMA, we agreed to manage the top course for reimbursement
from C.A. Hull, MDOT project consultant completing the intersection improvement. Oscarson asked staff if they
considered utilizing C.A. Hull or their subcontractors for the paving, as opposed to us taking the project on
ourselves. Travis Bartholomew shared we did investigate that option, but it was cost prohibitive.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to award the 2015 second Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA)
Bid Letting for Division #1 to Rieth Riley Construction Company and Division #2 to Michigan Paving and Materials
Company -low bidders, meeting specifications. Project Superintendent Mark Worden shared details of the
planned work. Commissioner Oscarson inquired about the local township projects estimate overages. Staff
shared they were one to five percent over the estimate, and they were all HMA wedging projects. Commissioner
Berkebile asked if staff was comfortable with one contractor completing 35,000 tons of work. Staff shared the
contractor was confident they could meet the requirements, and noted all three local HMA contractors will be
working for us this construction season.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to award the 2015 Platform Scale Bid to
D.C. Martin & Son Scales Inc. - low bidder, meeting specifications. Commissioner Berkebile requested clarification
of the maintenance agreement costs. Mr. Tessner of D.C. Martin and Son stated that it is a total of $5,000 over
five (5) years, or $1,000 per year.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the five Local Bridge Program Resolutions
for Chairman’s signature. Commissioner Oscarson asked if the bridges were listed in a priority order. Project
Engineer Ryan Minkus clarified they were not in a priority order and the replacement project was listed first.
Commissioner Berkebile asked if the resolution for the 36th Street Bridge should include the notation that it is on
an all-season route. Project Engineer Minkus indicated that this and other details will be included in the
application, since they were allowed more space in the application.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the East Main Safety Project from East
Michigan Avenue to Nazareth Road construction plan for Board and Managing Director’s signatures on the
construction plan cover sheet. Commissioner Moyle requested staff reiterate the budget overage. Traffic Engineer
Jim Hoekstra shared the project estimate is over by $36,490. Commissioner Oscarson noted that the project had
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not been bid yet. Traffic Engineer Hoekstra reminded the Board that the local project costs will be split 60/40 with
the City of Kalamazoo.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the 38th Street and 42nd Street Bridges
over the Little Portage Creek construction plan for Board and Managing Director’s signatures on the construction
plan cover sheet.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Richland and Oshtemo Township
Dust Control Agreements. Commissioner Moyle asked if we have started grading the related roads yet. General
Superintendent Bill DeYoung stated we have completed some spot grading as needed, not a full grading of all the
roads. Commissioner Moyle asked if we have scheduled work in Prairie Ronde, including Van Kal as there have
been concerns brought to his attention. General Superintendent DeYoung stated we have met with Tom Swiat,
Prairie Ronde Township Supervisor, and have made plans.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Scott McGraw introduced himself as the new Road Commission Liaison from the Kalamazoo County Board
of Commissioners. He stated he would be replacing Commissioner Michael Seals.
Commissioner Worthams mentioned he was glad to have Commissioner Buchholtz back, and wishes her
well with her continued recovery.
Commissioner Buchholtz stated the Kalamazoo County Board of Public Works has not met. She has been
grateful for the support during her absence.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned that Monday and Tuesday he attended the County Road Association
of Michigan’s Annual Commissioners’ seminar in Traverse City. He noted of the other Commissioners’ seminars t
he has attended, this one was the finest. They provided presentations on new and non-typical topics. He attended
the Township Supervisors meeting. He reminded all to vote on May 5th.
Commissioner Moyle thanked the staff for taking the time to present at this meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:29 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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April 28, 2015– Charleston Township Joint Meeting

A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Charleston Township Board of Trustees was held at the Charleston Township Hall, 1499 South 38th
Street, Galesburg, Michigan, on Tuesday April 28, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:01 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Kenneth R. Oscarson
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Charleston Township Supervisor Fran Bell, Clerk Linda Kramer,
Treasurer Brenda Shug and Trustee Art Samson.
Following introductions, Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the joint
meeting PowerPoint Presentation, including information on Proposal 1 and the Failed Condition Local
Road Policy.
Township Supervisor Bell asked about the adjustments to the dust control agreement
application rates. Operations Director Bartholomew shared the only change between this year and last
year, is that the township will be charged per actual gallon applied, rather than a per mile charge.
Township Supervisor Bell thanked the group for presentations on 38th Street, however even with
the potential passing of Proposal 1 there is limited funding for local roads. He shared the November
2014 road millage was defeated.
The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk

By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, April 21, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz,
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Finance
Director Ann Simmons, Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Project Engineer Ryan Minkus, Traffic Engineer Jim
Hoekstra, and General Superintendent Bill DeYoung.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the April 21, 2015
regular Board Meeting, and the April 28, 2015 Charleston Township Joint Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$75,034.58
Vendor Account
$257,665.77
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the expense report for Commissioner
Buchholtz.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to award the Pavement Line Striping & Specialty
Pavement Marking Cooperative Bid, Divisions 1 and 3 to M & M Pavement Marking and Division 2 to P.K.
Contractors, low bidders meeting specifications, for a total of $214,328 with an option to extend for three (3)
additional years.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to award the 2015 Cab and Chassis Bid to JX Peterbilt
of Grand Rapids for the purchase of (2) 2016 Peterbilt, model 367 Cab and Chassis – in the best interest of RCKC.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) Sprinkle Road Contract #15-5119 for Chairman’s signature.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the MDOT U Avenue/8th Street Contract
#15-5126 for Chairman’s signature. Managing Director Johnson reviewed the MDOT bid letting results with the
project coming in +12.78% over the engineer’s estimate. Staff reviewed the line item bid information and
reflected the increase costs were primarily with traffic regulating due to potential utility coordination. Managing
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Director Johnson shared the increase cost to the RCKC will be approximately $24,000 based on budget and federal
funds available Commissioner Buchholtz inquired what options are available. Managing Director Johnson shared
we can request it be re-bid, however we may also lose federal funding for the project. The risk of re-bidding the
project may be further increased costs and limitations of getting the project completed this year. Commissioner
Worthams inquired as to what type of federal funding is designated for the project. Managing Director Johnson
shared the funding is Safety Program Funding.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Nay: Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Prairie Ronde Local Road Contract
for Chairman’s signature.
a. 4th Street – XY Avenue to W Avenue, HMA Wedging/Crack Fill
b. 11th Street – 1950’ South of XY Avenue, Crack Fill/Chip Seal
c. 11th Street – 2645’ south of YZ Avenue to YZ Avenue, Regravel
d. Various Gravel Roads, Spot Graveling
e. Paw Lake Drive – 4th Street to 820’ northeast of 4th Street, Crack Fill/Chip Seal
f. Woodbrook Subdivision, Crack Fill
g. WX Avenue – 6th Street to 8th Street, Regravel
h. 5th Street – W Avenue to V Avenue, Crack Fill/Chip Seal
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the Prairie Ronde Local Road Contract for
Chairman’s signature.
a. 31st Street – Q Avenue to OP Avenue, HMA Overlay
b. 25th Street – RS Avenue to R Avenue, Crack Fill/Chip Seal
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Dust Control Agreement for Climax
Township for Chairman’s signature.
a. Continuous application 18% Mineral Well Brine at 2,000 gallons per mile ($.54 per actual gallons
applied – 2 times during season)
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Dust Control Agreement for
Kalamazoo Township for Chairman’s signature.
a. Continuous application 38% Calcium Chloride Liquid at 1,600 gallons per mile ($.15 per actual gallons
applied)
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared she presented on Proposal -1 at the Kalamazoo Area Transportation
Study last week along with MDOT. She shared Commissioner Oscarson and staff attended the Michigan
Transportation Asset Management Council (TAMC) where the Road Commission was awarded the 2015
Organizational Award by the TAMC along with the Charter Township of Kalamazoo for demonstrating outstanding
achievement and collaboration in implementing the Core Principles of Asset Management on Thursday, April 30 th.
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The Road Commission was also mentioned at the Transportation Asset Management Council Conference on April
30th for having a lower percent of paved federal aid roads in poor condition across the State and fewest cost per
person to repair roads in poor condition – utilizing the right balance and mix of fixes to maintain our road
system. She thanked staff for all their efforts. She also shared the RCKC was noted in the Michigan Township
Association newsletter cover story for ”Navigating Townships’ Role in Roads” and also mentioned in The Bridge
publication for our efforts in “Toward Zero Deaths”. She shared the E Main project informational meeting will be
at RCKC 5:30pm tomorrow night and one (1) of three (3) Kalamazoo Township local road projects was held
Monday for the Westwood neighborhood; May 6th for the Eastwoood Neighborhood and May 7th for the
Northwood neighborhood. Pavilion Township joint meeting will be May 11 th at 7:00pm. RCKC is prepping for a
busy construction season. She also shared Adam Mitchell our Engineering Technician’s last day is Friday as he
accepted a position with the Road Commission for Oakland County.
Commissioner Worthams shared the reason he voted no on the U Avenue and 8th Street project was not
because it wasn’t a worthy project, but he wanted to ensure the MDOT was not taking advantage of RCKC with
bids. He also attended a Richland Township Board meeting.
Commissioner Buchholtz congratulated staff on the recognition and with the busy construction season
she hopes the recognition will be the wind beneath our wings.
Commissioner Berkebile also congratulated staff and suggested getting the word out about our road
conditions. He shared the next Regional Prosperity Initiative meeting will focus on education.
Commissioner Oscarson shared he talked with both Washtenaw/Huron Road Commissions where they
both shared positive comments on the Peterbilt trucks.
Commissioner Moyle also congratulated staff.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:28 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Vice Chairperson _____ __________________________, Deputy Clerk
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May 11, 2015– Pavilion Township Joint Meeting

A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Pavilion Township Board of Trustees was held at the Pavilion Township Hall, 7510 East Q Avenue Scotts,
Michigan, on Monday May 11, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:58 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Kenneth R. Oscarson, David Q. Worthams
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Pavilion Township Supervisor Pat White, Clerk Karen Siegwart,
Treasurer Robyn Froberg, Trustees Greg Thomas and Ruth Blake and Township Attorneys.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint Presentation, including information for the Failed Condition Local Road Policy
where Deep Point Drive was reviewed and bridges for TS Avenue and R Avenue.
Township Supervisor White asked for a review of the Roadside Vegetation Management Policy
which was provided by Operations Director Bartholomew. Township Supervisor White also inquired on
the process and potential funding assistance by the Road Commission for the TS Avenue and R Avenue
bridge projects. Managing Director Johnson advised a local road contract would be needed for
engineering at minimum 1 (one) year prior to construction to also allow time to coordinate with the
Department of Environmental Quality. She suggested once further information on the cost of a bridge
project the township could approach the Road Commission with a written request for delayed payment
and a local contract accordingly. Township Supervisor White advised he knows the request would be
with interest. Project Superintendent Worden also shared we have been reviewing options for timber
structures as well.
Township Clerk Siegwart inquired about the damage on 29th Street. Operations Director
Bartholomew shared we are investigating any possible damage from the permitted seismic testing.
The meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk

By:

, Vice Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, May 19, 2015. Vice Chairman Commissioner Oscarson called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Daniel J. Moyle
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Finance
Director Ann Simmons, Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Project Engineer Ryan Minkus, Traffic Engineer Jim
Hoekstra, and General Superintendent Bill DeYoung.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the May 5, 2015
regular Board Meeting, and the April 28, 2015 Charleston Township Joint Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$80,101.83
Vendor Account
$699,803.09
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to accept the Public Act 246 Special Assessment
Petition, approve the Resolution and establish the public hearing date/time for the Saybrook Drive special
assessment for June 22, 2015 at 6:00 pm at Oshtemo Township Hall.
Managing Director Johnson commented Saybrook Drive was one of the local improvement roads in 2014
that was cracked sealed as well as chipped sealed and did not perform well. Also, we shared with Oshtemo
Township as well as the residents on Saybrook Drive that we understood there are issues and we will be taking
care of it with potentially another chip seal this year to alleviate some of the issues. In the process, citizens
according to Public Act 246 put together a petition that was verified by our staff. 51% of property owners have
petitioned for the road to be improved with a hot mix asphalt, ultra-thin in lieu of the chip seal. The RCKC would
be putting forth the dollars and the remainder would be part of the Special Assessment District.
Commissioner Buchholtz stated the timeline was a little confusing and questioned citizens put a petition
together and submitted a fix without input from RCKC staff. Managing Director Johnson commented typically the
year prior to local road improvements in Oshtemo Township for chip seal, the Township sends out a letter to the
citizens where we are going to do a chip seal as the RCKC and the Township believe the right fix at the right time
for a particular roadway is a chip seal. If the citizens want any other treatment then that needs to be part of the
special assessment district. The Township worked with us and the citizen’s petition we received is according to
Oshtemo Township policy.
Commissioner Worthams commented staff is recommending a hearing date of June 22nd and based on the
timeline before we can put out a bid, what are the chances this project could be done in this current construction
season. Managing Director Johnson commented we still have the opportunity to potentially complete this project
assuming we do not receive a petition to discontinue the project. Project Superintendent Worden also
commented we had a similar petition last year about this time and the project did get completed in 2014.
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Commission Oscarson asked if the chip seal issues were due to the binder and the stone. Operations
Director Bartholomew commented the failure was the stone was delaminating and came off the emulsion and now
the emulsion has started to reactivate with the heat. He shared we are also reviewing similar 2014 chip seal
projects with the National Center for Pavement Preservation whom will go out with our team and assess the
issues. He went on to say that the right fix for us continues to be a chip seal.
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, a certified copy of a petition by landowners in the Township of Oshtemo, Kalamazoo County,
Michigan/landowner petition for improvements, was filed with this Road Commission on May 19, 2015, said
petition requesting certain highway improvements over the following described area:
Saybrook Drive – Ultra-Thin Overlay, $29,111.00
said petition being filed and submitted in accordance with the provisions of Act 246 of the Public Acts of Michigan
of 1931, as amended, and
WHEREAS, this Commission has caused the validity as said petition to be verified, as is required in Section 1a/1 of
said Act 246, as amended, this Commission having also determined that said petition meets the requirements and
specifications as spelled out in said Act; and
WHEREAS, said Section 1a/1 of said Act requires this Road Commission to make a declaration of necessity; Now,
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that this Road Commission, in accordance with the provisions of Act 246 of
the Public Acts of Michigan of 1931, as amended, hereby declares that the proposed improvement is necessary for
the benefit of the public and the benefit of the public welfare and convenience.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that a public hearing upon this declaration of necessity shall be held in the Township
Hall of Oshtemo Township, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, on the 22nd day of June, 2015, at 6 o’clock P.M., for the
purpose of providing the property owners affected by this proposed improvement project to object to same and
file their objection, in accordance with Section 1a/1 of said Act 246.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Notice of this public meeting shall be given by publication, posting and mailing, as
is provided in said Act for notices on hearings.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to award the Professional Pavement Marking
Inspection Bid to Traffic Tech Services LLC., for a total of $15,050, low bidder meeting specifications, with an
option to extend for three (3) additional years.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile,Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the purchase of a 2015, Morbark Beever
M18R-TD Brush Chipper from Mobark Direct Sales, Morbark Inc. through the MIDEAL purchasing program, for
$54,802.80
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to move the S Avenue bridge replacement over
Portage Creek project from the 2015 Primary Road Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) to the 2016 (CIP) and moving
the Portage Road reconstruction project from VW Avenue to south Portage City limits from the 2016 CIP to the
2015 CIP.
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Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the advance construct funding technique
for the East Main Safety Project from East Michigan Avenue to Nazareth Road with the City of Kalamazoo, as
necessary.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) Licensed Professional Engineering Reimbursement for Vice Chairman’s signature.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Worthams, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Brady Township Local Road Contract
and Dust Control Agreements for Brady, Charleston and Ross Townships.
a. Brady Township Local Road Contract: XY Avenue – 30th Street – 31st Street, Regravel
b. Brady Township Dust Control Agreement
• Continuous application 38% Calcium Chloride Liquid at 1,600 gallons per mile ($.54 per
actual gallons applied)
c. Charleston Township Dust Control Agreement
• Continuous application 18% Mineral Well Brine at 2,000 gallons per mile ($.15 actual gallons
applied)
d. Ross Township Dust Control Agreement
• Continuous application 18% Mineral Well Brine at 2,000 gallons per mile ($.15 per actual
gallons applied) x2 optional/not Marsh Ridge.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson mentioned she attended the Southwest Michigan Road Commission Council
meeting in Van Buren County and there was discussion on obligation authority as well as seasonal weight
restrictions. Furthermore, there was reports from various insurance pools including workers’ compensation and
general liability. Also, she mentioned the RCKC was on Channel 3 for the seismic testing as noted at the Pavilion
Joint Township Meeting. Our staff had already followed up and the company has been very cooperative. She also
mentioned a new Roads and Economic Development committee was formed at the State where they are looking at
road funding.
Commissioner Worthams mentioned the Council of Governments meeting will be held tomorrow at the
RCKC at 3:30 p.m. and on Friday is the Chamber Legislative Listening Post at the Hampton Inn on Portage Road
where he hoped to receive feedback regarding transportation funding. He also told everyone to be careful driving
around the county during this construction season.
Commissioner Buchholtz mentioned she had hoped to attend the Bike Friendly Strategic Planning in
Kalamazoo, but was unable to do so and she will try to attend future events and be part of the discussions. She
also mentioned that a citizen contacted her regarding the continuous flooding on Commonwealth in Kalamazoo
Township and staff had followed up.
Commissioner Berkebile mentioned the Region 8 Prosperity Region sub-committee for infrastructure
which includes roads meets tomorrow afternoon and the full Region 8 committee meets after our next meeting
the first Thursday in June.
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Commissioner Oscarson mentioned the Vicksburg Trail Presentation was presented to the Parks
Commission and they are planning to construct a bicycle trail which will tie into the City of Portage system. He also
shared in the future there will be a mountain bike trail racing course at Markin Glen Park pending funding by the
support group.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:42 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo attended the Legislative
Listening Post held at the Hampton Inn, 2610 Airview Blvd, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Friday May 22,
2015. The meeting began at 8:27 a.m.
Present: David Q. Worthams, Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson
Rebecca Kik, Kalamazoo City Planner discussed planning for alternate modes (non-motorized)
infrastructure.
Derek Nofz, Director of Public Policy from Southwest Michigan First spoke about the State
House of Representatives road plan. Commissioner Buchholtz inquired how much they are considering
the future of road funding and adapting road funding for higher mileage and hybrid vehicles. The
response included that part of the package of bills in Proposal 1 would still be considered such as
registration fee increases for alternate vehicles. Commissioner Buchholtz also pointed out that nonmotorized “traffic” does not really contribute to the roads.
Legislative updates were given by State elected officials including State Representatives Brandt
Iden, David Maturen and Jon Hoadley.
The meeting adjourned at 9:02 a.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Comstock Township Board of Trustees was held at the Comstock Township Hall, 6138 King Highway,
Comstock, Michigan, on Monday, June 1, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams and Deb
Buchholtz
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Comstock Township Supervisor Ann Nieuwenhuis, Clerk Anna
Goodsell, Treasurer Bret Padgett and Trustees Sandra Bloomfield, David Burgess, Jeffrey Bogema and
Jerry Amos.
Following introductions, Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the joint
meeting PowerPoint Presentation, including the Failed Condition Local Road Policy.
Trustee Bloomfield inquired on what the cost would be today to bring all their roads to a Paser
Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) 8. Project Superintendent Worden responded he did not have
the figure today, however a PASER 8 may be difficult to achieve, PASER 7 may be more realistic.
Furthermore, this was looked at when we reviewed the 10 year planning for the township. Township
Supervisor Nieuwenhuis shared this could be quickly figured by looking at the number of miles in each
rating category and general costs for improvements.
Trustee Amos inquired why his road is now a lower rating after a hot mix asphalt (HMA) overlay.
Project Superintendent Worden shared the road continues to deteriorate and as noted in the
presentation they do not return to a 10 unless reconstructed, however remaining service life changes.
He offered to review this in more detail with Trustee Amos outside of the joint meeting.
Township Supervisor Nieuwenhuis thanked Traffic Engineer Jim Hoekstra for following up and
meeting with bus drivers who shared concerns with areas and stop signs. Additionally, the Township
continues working with the Sherriff’s Department regarding speed related concerns.
Township Supervisor Nieuwenhuis mentioned the potential for additional improvements to Row
Street if funding can be determined.
Managing Director Johnson shared updates on MidLink Cork Street/Park Circle reconfiguration
agreement which is still not resolved. She also thanked Township Supervisor Nieuwenhuis for attending
RCKC board meetings on behalf of township supervisors.
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, June 2, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz,
Also attending: Managing Director, Joanna Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Project
Superintendent Mark Worden and Project Engineer Ryan Minkus.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the May 19, 2015
regular Board Meeting and the May 22, 2015 Legislative Listening Post Meeting
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$77,316.94
Vendor Account
$501,329.30
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
The Board held discussion on the County Board of Commissioners Letter Regarding Brady Township Golf
Carts on Designated Streets Resolution dated May 21, 2015. The Board was asked from the County Board of
Commissioners to comment on whether they believe that allowing the operation of golf carts on the streets
described in the Brady Township Resolution (East Indian Lake Drive/South Indian Lake Drive), presents any
significant safety concerns.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned Brady Township Randy Smith is present should additional
questions be warranted. She stated Public Act (PA) 491 of 2014 was approved by the Governor January 10, 2015.
In general, it allows a township by resolution to allow the operation of golf carts on streets of the township,
subject to various requirements. However, the law prohibits those injured in cart-on-cart collisions from having
the right to auto no-fault insurance claims. The Michigan Township Association supported the legislation while the
County Road Association opposed it. Furthermore, back in December 2014 both she and Supervisor Smith briefly
discussed the use of golf carts on roads as the bills were reviewed at the state level. The Township Board acted
accordingly related to particular streets which are both South and East Indian Lake Drive in Section 4 of Brady
Township. She also mentioned our team had put together some information regarding both streets. The speed
limits are 25 mph, the road is presently rated a Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) of 4 which is poor
condition, also there were no significant crashes along both roads per our data except for one crash back in 2008
on East Indian Lake Drive that did not involve a golf cart. She also mentioned golf carts are allowed to cross the
right-of-way by permit when golf greens are on either side of the road. There is a right-of-way permit process as
well as other requirements such us naming us as additional insured for liability purposes. Additionally, she
conversed with our Michigan County Road Commission Self Insurance Pool (MCRCSIP) who are concerned related
to the risk of what could happen if a crash or injury occurred involving a golf cart. MCRCSIP discourages road
commissions from encouraging more uninsured things to use our roadways.
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Commissioner Moyle asked Township Supervisor Smith how long this practice of utilizing golf carts on
these roadways has been in place. Township Supervisor Smith mentioned both roads are dead end streets and for
30 years golf carts ran on these roads more than cars. He also mentioned east of the roads is golf cart community,
Nazarene Camp, which roads are private with many golf carts. These roads create the western boarder of the
property that naturally spills onto a road moving up and down going through the camp. On the lakeside of the
road they are building homes with golf cart garages and have no idea it’s been illegal to be driving a golf carts on
the road. There have been no crashes involving golf carts and the Legislature gave the Township authority to do
this. The County Commission has a very narrow scope of proving that it has created a significant safety hazard. He
also mentioned the safety hazard would be if the hundreds of golf carts on that road segment were replaced with
automobiles.
Commissioner Moyle asked what caused this issue to come to this point if the golf carts have been driving
on the roads for the last 30 years. Township Supervisor Smith commented the law just passed giving townships the
authority to legalize what wasn’t allowed in the past.
Commissioner Worthams commented in an ideal world this may be a situation that this law would be
applied. He also mentioned three (3) representatives including the current State House Speaker supported this bill
and did not have an appreciation for the expertise from the County Road Association. Furthermore, he expressed
the statute was poorly drafted. He would be uncomfortable running golf carts on anything under a PASER 8, for a
golf cart cannot handle the same punishment as a car and that a car/golf cart on a roadway is not a good mix.
Also, he added we should let our Kalamazoo State Delegation know that Road Commissions should have some
formal input into this type of issue.
Commissioner Buchholtz commented on the legislation passed pertaining to off-road vehicles and
potential liability. Managing Director Johnson commented the off-road vehicle legislation also has a greater role
for Road Commissions in the process.
Commissioner Berkebile commented the statute was in need of fine-tuning, however the County Board of
Commissioners is asking us to provide comments on the two limited conditions where they can deny this request,
one being significant environmental damage and significant concern for public safety, nothing in relationship to
liability. He also commented the liability issue has nothing to do with the County Board of Commissioner’s request.
Furthermore, we need to make our decision and recommendation to the County Board of Commissioners based on
public safety and environmental damage. Additionally, he saw no concern for public safety or environmental
damage for electric golf carts. He also commented he saw no reason for the County Board of Commissioners to
deny this.
Commissioner Moyle clarified the County Board is not asking for a resolution they are simply looking for
our comments.
Commissioner Oscarson commented golf carts run on well-manicured turf so the impact of environmental
damage is minimal, anyone operating a golf cart on a PASER rated 4 or lower is going to be judicious on their
operation and it doesn’t present any more of an obstacle to the operator than a bicyclist riding on the same road.
Also, the law states the operator has to be a 16 year old, yet children are allowed to ride a bike with their families
on the side of the road at any speed limit. Furthermore as far as a risk or safety hazard, a golf cart is more visible
and the motoring public would slow down and take caution going around them. Also, in this instance it’s a dead
end street in both directions so it would be local people who would be expecting golf carts. He went on to say
there was no reason in this instance that this should be denied.
Commissioner Worthams mentioned there may be an environmental risk or safety concern. The roads
are approximately 225 feet from Indian Lake. Furthermore, if there was a car/gas powered golf cart accident,
there could be gasoline or oil that leaks from the golf cart into Indian Lake which could be an environmental risk
and should be brought to the attention of the County Board of Commissioners for them to decide.
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Township Supervisor Smith commented there are currently no potholes on either one of these roads and
again the statute says not that it could be or it might be, but that you need factual proof there is environmental or
safety concerns such as accidents that were reported and/or gas that leaked into the lake, otherwise there is no
standing per his attorney. Commissioner Worthams commented that Public Act 491 Section 657a. (3) letters (a)
and (b) states the operation of golf carts in the streets of a Township would cause significant environmental
damage, or would cause a significant concern of public safety, not that it does but would, and if a golf cart has an
accident that would be a concern for public safety.
Commissioner Moyle commented that any activity that takes place within our right-of-way, there is a
degree of danger or risk.
Commissioner Berkebile commented we should make a written recommendation to our local state
delegation that they consider amending this law to give us some input regarding golf carts on our roads. Also, he
suggested staff provide a set of these Board minutes to the County Board of Commissioners regarding this
discussion since they have asked for comments.
Commissioner Oscarson asked if this act also applies to cities and villages. Commissioner Berkebile
responded yes under 30,000 population.
Commissioner Oscarson asked how this affects the bicyclist. Commissioner Worthams responded that
bicyclists would be handled under a different act. Commissioner Oscarson responded we are concerned with the
liability of golf carts yet we are encouraging bicyclists to share the road and yet they don’t have liability insurance if
they created an accident regarding their behavior or misuse of the roadway. Commissioner Worthams responded
in regards to Public Act 491 of 2014 it’s an exception to what you have in other public acts where the Road
Commission has some sort of input and Road Commissions were not mentioned at all in Public Act 491.
Commissioner Oscarson responded when you bring the liability issue into the mix then it becomes a different
picture. Commissioner Worthams replied if we’re going to be responsible with liability issues then we should have
the ability in the statute to say this is or is not a good idea.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to authorize staff to contact the Kalamazoo State
Legislative delegation to ask them to amend Public Act 491 of 2014 and allow road commissions to have direct
input on this issue for roads under their jurisdiction.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Nay: Oscarson
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the Revised Information Technology
Related Policies
a. Non-Privacy, Monitoring and Electronic Communication
b. Social Media
c. Instant Messaging & Peer to Peer Sharing
d. Internet Use
e. Remote Access and Application Service Provider
f. Acceptable Use
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commission Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Dust Control Agreement for Wakeshma
Township
a. Continuous application 18% Mineral Well Brine at 2,000 gallons per mile ($15 per actual gallons
applied)
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Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz,
Mr. Jim Cook of 1818 Sunnyside Drive commented that he had called the Road Commission on four (4)
occasions regarding his road and each time the crew came out to fill the potholes, but new ones occurred.
Personally he would like to see the road milled. He called the Township and the road is not scheduled for repair
until 2017. Project Superintendent Worden commented that RCKC has studied Sunnyside and the entire road
needs to be re-engineered which will take time to design since it needs complete reconstruction. Furthermore,
Sunnyside is one of 13 engineering projects where a request for proposal for the engineering of these projects
throughout Kalamazoo Township are slated for 2015/2016. Until a project is designed/constructed, he advised Mr.
Cook to keep reporting the potholes and RCKC will continue to fill them. Managing Director Johnson commented
that early on RCKC recognized Sunnyside had issues beyond our routine maintenance practices. She also
mentioned we will make an engineering decision as we partner with the Township for that road and the citizens
along the roadway. Also, we will continue with the routine maintenance until reviewed project is identified. Mr.
Cook shared the RCKC has been responsive.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) Policy Committee
met last week and will have a new logo. Discussion was also held on the proper use of a consent agenda for KATS
policy committee, discussion on the unified work program for 2016, as well as the 2045 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan. She also mentioned there is a State Budget for additional revenue coming in through Public
Act 51 of approximately $101.8 million that will be spread through the 83 County Road Agencies. Also, chip seal
began yesterday. She thanked our partners at the Kent County Road Commission for sending staff here to assist us
as this time last year we assisted them with chip seal. Additionally, on our website is the chip seal route list.
Lastly, at 10:00 am on June 6th we will be on Autotalk with Rico and we are looking forward to the questions
regarding what we do as a Road Commission and how we service Kalamazoo County.
Commissioner Worthams mentioned the minutes from the last Legislative Listening Post meeting would
be good for members to look at since a number of items were covered. He went on to thank Southwest Michigan
First for putting these opportunities together for Kalamazoo County.
Commissioner Buchholtz stated most of the Legislative Listening Post was on urbanized areas and not
typically what Road Commissions do as they spoke about barriers between bike paths, road traffic even including
parked cars, planters and then a bike path. She clarified her understanding in the presentation that 3% of road
users are bicyclist.
Commissioner Berkebile mentioned Region 8 Prosperity Region meets this Thursday to discuss improving
or modifying the goals for education.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned the Parks Commission meeting is this Thursday. He also thanked the
contractors for the Sprinkle Road Interchange and Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) for helping a
friend with a flat tire by becoming a safety barrier with a loader and also helping him change his tire.
Commissioner Moyle extended his thanks for everyone present at the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:53 pm.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, June 16, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Operations Director
Travis Bartholomew Project Superintendent Mark Worden, County Engineer Ryan Minkus and Project Engineer
Geoff Wilson.
Managing Director Johnson stated there was an additional correspondence item for the agenda: Request
receipt of the AFSCME Michigan Council 25 Local 1677.5 Letter regarding representation received June 12, 2015.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as amended.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the June 1, 2015
Comstock Township Joint Meeting and the regular Board Meeting on June 2, 2015.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$90,345.39
Vendor Account
$1,319,422.34
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Comstock Township Supervisor, Ann Nieuwenheis thanked the Road Commission Board Members for the
joint meeting, thought it was an excellent discussion and stated that Director Johnson and staff put together a
great presentation which was posted to their website for the residents to view. Furthermore she stated a Trustee
questioned the dollar amount it would take to get all the roads in Comstock Township up to a PASER 8 and
Superintendent Worden had the number available at their subsequent board meeting which was $5.5 million
dollars; this was close to what they estimated last year for the millage request for 10 years.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to accept receipt of the Resolution from Texas
Township regarding a Speed Study on Q Avenue.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to receive the letter from AFSCME Michigan Council
25 Local 1677.5 regarding representation received June 12, 2015 and directed staff to send a letter to AFSCME that
we have received and acknowledge their letter.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
The Board held discussion on the variance request for Tuscany East Plat, L Avenue at 2nd Street, Oshtemo
Township. Managing Director Johnson shared staff was contacted in July 2014 to review the preliminary plat of
Tuscany East. The original submittal had the proposed development entrance (on the south side of L Avenue which
is a local roadway in Oshtemo Township) not aligned with the existing 2nd Street (also a local roadway in Oshtemo
Township) on the north side of L Avenue. Staff advised the developer of the need to align the roadways across the
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intersection per Road Commission of Kalamazoo County’s Procedures, Guidelines and Specifications for Developing
New Public Roads. Staff has worked with the developer and provided the developer with options for compliance
with RCKC Policy.
Commissioner Berkebile asked for clarification with the two drawings provided. Commissioner Berkebile
asked is the variance request for the alignment or the sight distance. Managing Director Johnson answered the
alignment to 2nd Street.
Commissioner Moyle asked what it would take to resolve the sight distance issue. Project Engineer
Wilson stated the developer’s engineer quoted approximately $160,000 to lower L Avenue in order to get the sight
distance over the hill from the development entrance. That would put the roadway at a 55mph standard which
RCKC staff believes is an accurate number for site distance. Commissioner Berkebile asked if 2nd Street was on
section line. Project Engineer Wilson answered yes.
Commissioner Oscarson asked if the sight distance issue could be resolved by center turn lanes at the
intersection. County Engineer Minkus answered he did not think it would for the reason that it would push the
outbound land further away from the crest of the hill. Commissioner Oscarson asked how much the sight distance
was off. Project Engineer Wilson stated the required sight distance was 610 feet and they were off approximately
300 feet. Additionally, the site distance is based off movements and potential conflict within the intersection;
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) recommends intersection sight
distance be at 610 feet.
Tom Stephenson with Stephenson Survey mentioned when the development was originally considered, a
representative from the road commission approved the location. Managing Director Johnson shared she had read
this in their letter dated June 8, 2015, but we could not find anything that solidified an agreement and anything
that is contrary to our guidelines and specifications would require a variance. Managing Director Johnson
apologized and stated after speaking with the staff we have no documentation that would support any such
agreement, so we followed the guidelines that we have set in standards. In the future she shared, we would no
longer continue to visit sites prior to preliminary plan reviews to avoid similar types of issues with developments.
Commissioner Moyle stated the question before us is whether we accept or reject the variance for the
intersection which would not align with 2nd Street.
Commissioner Buchholtz asked if the reason why 2nd Street could not be aligned was due to the site issue
and what keeps it from being at 100%. Director Johnson answered the alignment of the potential development
and 2nd Street may cause additional work on the part of the developer in order to keep it within compliance.
Project Engineer Wilson stated the developer would have to cut the hill. Commissioner Buchholtz stated the
current north portion of 2nd street theatrically would have the same site distance problem.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned if there was any restrictions on the number of lots that could be
accessed. Project Engineer Wilson answered the township has restrictions and that’s generally a public safety
concern at their level. Mr. Stephenson stated he’s trying to complete the loop of the existing development,
Tuscany would attach to Tuscany East to create a loop all the way around which would help with safety. If he
would not have access to L Avenue he would have to re-plat the existing development.
Commissioner Buchholtz asked what kind of traffic volume could be expected once the development is
complete. Mr. Stephenson answered there would be 25 additional lots in the subdivision.
Commissioner Moyle stated he would like to see us stick to the alignment and see if we can partner
someway to work on the intersection and to come to some sort of resolution.

June 16, 2015

Chair Int’l _______
Clerk Int’l _______

Commissioner Oscarson asked what the speed limit would need to be in order for the sight distance to
work. Project Engineer Wilson answered 35mph.
Commissioner Buchholtz asked if the Township Planning Commission already approved this development.
Mr. Stephenson answered with the approval of the Road Commission.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the variance request for Tuscany East
Plat at L Avenue and 2nd Street for a maximum of a 30 foot offset to the west. Commissioner Worthams asked if
Venice Avenue would be a future development. Project Engineer Wilson stated it is not currently part of a future
development, but allows for future connectivity. Commissioner Oscarson asked if the offset would be reduced if
the boulevard sections were removed. Mr. Stephenson stated the boulevards were included in the preliminary
plans, but now have been removed.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Nay: Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the Freedom of Information Act Policy.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to increase the capital improvement plan budget by
$35,000 for the traffic signals at Sprinkle Road at Park Circle Drive/Covington Road project.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commission Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the East Main Street project easement
only for $200. Managing Director Johnson mentioned originally we were recommending approval of additional
consultant fees associated with this joint project with the City of Kalamazoo. However, last evening we received a
call from our consultant that potentially there could be an additional $7,200 invoice of work that needs to be
reviewed. Our team will be scheduling a meeting with the City of Kalamazoo and the project consultant to review
the consultant fees. Also, for the easement progression to continue we recommend the board to only approve the
$200.00 permanent sidewalk easement.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz,
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the County Road Association SelfInsurance Fund (CRASIF) 2015 Board of Trustees Election Ballot for Ken Hulka, Muskegon; Mike Larrabee, Delta;
and Dale Linton, Montcalm.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Michigan County Road Commission
Self-Insurance Pool (MCRCSIP) 2015 Board of Directors Election Ballot – At Large for Darrel A. Spragg (Incumbent),
Alpena and John S. Rogers, Kalkaska.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the MCRCSIP 2015 Board of Directors
Election Ballot – Southern for Doug Fuller, Washtenaw and Brett Laughlin (Incumbent), Ottawa.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
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William and Karen Crowne from 7572 South 10th Street in Texas Township shared there was a fatal
accident last week at the intersection of 10th Street and Q Avenue and feels a speed study on Q Avenue will not
give insight on all the problems. Furthermore, the visibility at the intersection is poor due to the high berms on
both sides of the road and the electrical or cable box on the northwest corner. Also, oncoming traffic comes fast
over the hill from the west and east and there needs to be a stop sign or signal. Also, 10th Street was petitioned for
a 35 mph speed limit seven years ago where there’s a hill and motor vehicles drive 45 – 50 mph and don’t slow
down. The streets were widened with bike paths which makes it more dangerous for pedestrians and requests the
10th Street and Q Avenue intersection be included in the speed study or make it a separate study. Commissioner
Berkebile stated that Texas Township requested the speed study to include 10th Street to Interlochen. The
challenge we have as a Road Commission regarding traffic control is we have to meet specific guidelines for stop
signs which require a warrant and specific guidelines for speed traffic control. He also had a similar discussion
with Ms. Julie VanderWiere, Texas Township Superintendent that there’s not enough traffic going north bound on
10th Street to warrant any other traffic control device other than what is currently existing. Mr. Crowne stated he
disagreed and mentioned the numerous additional homes that have been built in the area. . As far as the hills and
the AT&T box, the hill is private property and our site distance qualifies. He went on to say the AT&T would need
an easement on that property to move the box back further, which is not our issue. Unfortunately, unless the
intersection meets the warrants, a stop sign can’t be installed. Additionally, people would need to slow down
during the speed study for the speed limit to drop. Furthermore, he told Mr. Crowne that the Road Commission
has to follow the law. Managing Director Johnson stated we review all our intersections for improvements and we
certainly take the safety of the public on our roadways very seriously.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned we are currently in Comstock Township with our chip seal
program and began milling/paving in Kalamazoo Township. Also, we are currently working along with the
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) on the Sprinkle Road project and appreciate everyone’s patience
regarding this work. She also mentioned Tom Wood was here last week from the Minnesota Department of
Transportation for chip seal training. There was a classroom session along with field work where we experimented
on D Avenue from the west county line to 6th Street and used different types of aggregate and emulsion.
Operations Director Bartholomew stated there were 3 different types of aggregate, 2 types of emulsion and we
will fog seal next week. Managing Director Johnson mentioned it was a good investment of time for everyone. She
also mentioned the Joint Township meeting in Richland would be tonight at 6:00 p.m. and a Township Supervisors
meeting is on Wednesday in Alamo Township. Also, the Saybrook Special Assessment Public Hearing is June 22nd at
6:00 p.m. in Oshtemo Township and July 6th we will be in Wakeshma Township.
Commissioner Buchholtz mentioned that on June 26th she is unable to attend the Legislative Listening
Post and plans to attend the ribbon cutting ceremony of the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail Grand Opening on
Wednesday, June 24th at 4:30 pm. After the ceremony, there will be a 2-mile bike ride or walk to River Oaks
County Park.
Commissioner Oscarson congratulated staff for making the chip seal training session a success and looks
forward to seeing the new process and new products that we could innovate. The Parks Commission was business
as usual. He also mentioned a ribbon cutting ceremony was June 17th at 11:00 am for the grand opening of the
splash pad at River Oaks Park.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:14 pm
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Richland Township Board of Trustees was held at the Richland Township Hall, 7401 North 32nd Street
Richland, Michigan, on Tuesday, June 16, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:03 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams and Deb
Buchholtz
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Richland Township Supervisor Lysanne Harma, Treasurer Marsha
Drouin, Trustees Jeanne Byrne, Paul Foust, A.J. Harma and David Wenzel.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint presentation, including the Failed Condition Local Road Policy and the West
Gull Lake Drive speed limit study results.
Trustee Harma inquired how many Richland local roads were in poor condition which was
shared in the handout material.
Trustee Byrne inquired how road commissions are funded and Proposal 1. The Board shared
information on funding. She also inquired if anything had changed in snow removal for she noticed a
difference in snow plowing last winter. Operations Director Bartholomew shared the priority, shifts and
material in winter maintenance.
Trustee Wenzel asked how our roads compare to other surrounding counties. Project
Superintendent Worden responded very well as Kalamazoo County is number one with the fewest
amount of poor roads. Managing Director Johnson asked how he thought our roads compare, he said
much better especially on the back roads. Trustee Wenzel also asked how non-motorized facilities
effect our costs. Managing Director Johnson shared the costs in placing and maintaining such facilities
and briefly shared our Non-Motorized Facilities Policy.
The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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A public hearing upon the Declaration of Necessity was held by the Board of County Road Commissioners
of the County of Kalamazoo at the Oshtemo Township Hall, 7275 West Main Street, Oshtemo, Michigan, on
Monday, June 22, 2015 Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at
6:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams and Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Kenneth R. Oscarson
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Oshtemo
Township Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell, and Marc Elliott Oshtemo Township Engineer.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
PowerPoint presentation regarding Road Commission funding, asset management and Saybrook Drive Special
Assessment process. Operations Director Bartholomew explained the chip seal application process, and the reason
the chip seal application process did not perform to our expectations on Saybrook Drive. He shared the chip seal
was completed too late in the season and it snowed in November. The chip seal did not have enough time to cure.
Managing Director Johnson read two correspondence items received: Letter from Ms. Kelley Pattison
regarding the Saybrook Drive Special Assessment dated June 4, 2015 and a letter from Paul and Patricia DeHaan
regarding the Saybrook Drive Special Assessment dated June 20, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle reviewed the special assessment district includes 2,258.24 feet of frontage.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to open the public hearing on Saybrook Drive.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Saybrook Drive residents questioned the possibility of a future sewer project and Oshtemo Township
Engineer, Marc Elliott stated that a sewer project is not scheduled for 10-15 years.
The following residents were present:
Craig Stouffer
Joyce and Chad Haywood
Hilary and Victor Yost
Jeffrey Scheinker
Louann Przytakoski
Larry Brelje
Karen and Richard Schaper
Betty Prange
Carolyn and Jon Fitzmaurice
Randy Mason
Paula and Mike Smith

6327 Saybrook Drive
6330 Saybrook Drive
6370 Saybrook Drive
6411 Saybrook Drive
6480 Saybrook Drive
6387 Saybrook Drive
6477 Saybrook Drive
6473 Saybrook Drive
6320 Saybrook Drive
6307 Saybrook Drive
6427 Nightingale

Resident Brenda Mason had questions on the petition process and how soon Saybrook Drive would be
repaired.
Resident, stated he thought the petition may be invalid as presented due to inappropriate certifications.
Resident also had concerns about carcinogens in the emulsion.
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Resident Jon Fitzmaurice requested information regarding the petition process, the cost of the project,
how the assessment was calculated.
Resident Joyce Haywood stated her dog had gotten “tar” on its paws and she had incurred a veterinarian
bill of $200.00 and Mark Worden had promised her that it would be taken care of. She received a denial letter
from the Road Commission insurance company stating the claim would not be paid.
Resident Victor Yost stated the assessment cost for his property was incorrectly calculated.
Resident shared a letter provided by Oshtemo Township along with a photo of a road that had a micro
seal application in 2009 and a subsequent crack fill. Resident suggested this would be Saybrook’s appearance with
the special assessment project. Road Commission staff clarified that was not the same exact application and the
road pictured had preventive maintenance completed since resurfacing. Discussion was held regarding the
different types of treatments and incorrect information being presented with the petition to the residents during
circulation.
Resident Randy Mason inquired as to timelines and deadlines regarding the process for filing a petition to
discontinue project.
Further discussion was held during the public hearing regarding prior notification to the community of
road work being completed in the area in an effort for residents to make proper arrangements. Managing Director
Johnson explained this information is posted on the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County website and press
releases are published on Fridays for the work proposed for the following week.
It was explained during the public hearing a petition to discontinue the project would need to be received
by the Board within 45 days and the 45 days starts on June 22, 2015. Any petition to discontinue would require
property owners owing 51% or more of lineal frontage along the roadway in order for the petition to be valid.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to close the public hearing on Saybrook Drive.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
The Board discussed the special assessment process and Commission Worthams produced a portion of
Public Act 246 for public viewing and interpretation. Further discussion was also held on the validity of the
signature on the petition received which had a notary stamp in Florida, but no “Certificate of Circulator”. The
Board suggested staff seek additional input from legal counsel on the petition signature and the proper procedures
to discontinue a project.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to consider the first order of determination for
Saybrook Drive at the Road Commission’s June 30, 2015 regular Board meeting at 3:00p.m.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
The meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk

June 30, 2015
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, June 30, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: David Q. Worthams
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Project
Superintendent Mark Worden and County Engineer Ryan Minkus.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the June 16, 2015
regular Board Meeting, June 16, 2015 Richland Township Joint Meeting and June 22, 2015 Oshtemo Township
Saybrook Special Assessment Public Hearing.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$91,426.99
Vendor Account
$1,401,614.78
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve Commissioner Berkebile’s expense report
as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Tim Woodhams with Civic Engineering mentioned he is in the process of getting the Lake Cove Subdivision
approved through Texas Township and one of the contingencies of the Planning Commission was the conversion of
the cul-de-sac at the end of Vale Avenue into a permanent roundabout to mitigate traffic concerns by residents for
speeding. Commissioner Berkebile asked Mr. Woodhams if the roundabout would be in the middle of the block.
Mr. Woodhams stated yes, as it was compromise from the Texas Township Planning Commission.
Gynetta Thompson of 71851 Inverness Drive stated she and her neighbors expressed their concerns to the
Planning Commission in Texas Township and were under the impression the Planning Commission approved to not
have the cut through for safety reasons. She also understood the requirement was based on Road Commission
Policy. Managing Director Johnson shared the process for review of the developments. Ms. Thompson asked to
be notified of when the development may be on the Road Commission agenda in the future.
Kelley Pattison of 6480 Saybrook Drive stated that she along with her neighbors have approached
Oshtemo Township regarding a “no outlet” sign be placed on the west side of Saybrook Drive like the east side.
She stated the townships response was that it ends as a temporary cul-de-sac and once Saybrook Drive is extended
to the west it would not be an issue and there was no need for the sign. Ms. Pattison shared if Saybrook Drive was
extended to the west it would go through her property and asked if there were any motions made to extend
Saybrook Drive to adjoin it with 9th Street. Managing Director Johnson mentioned that would happen at the
township level as it relates to potential planning and zoning for future development. The Road Commission does
not have jurisdiction as to what happens with her parcel.
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Richard Schaber of 6477 Saybrook Drive asked if Kelly Pattison’s land is not developed would curbs
eventually be installed. Managing Director Johnson answered it was up to the Township as a local road
improvement.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the purchase of the Precision Systems
software enhancements at a cost of $28,906. The Board held discussion on Precisions Systems Software
Enhancements. Managing Director Johnson stated RCKC has utilized Precisions Systems software since 2003 and have
utilized many of the modules available with the system. Commissioner Berkebile asked aside from an annual
maintenance fee was this a firm estimate. Finance Director Simmons stated it was and she felt comfortable in
saying that Precision understood the expectations. Managing Director Johnson mentioned future design or
changes would be an additional charge and would not be completed without estimates and approval.
Commissioner Oscarson asked if RCKC would get some type of restitution if someone else purchased these same
upgrades. Finance Director Simmons stated she would look into it.
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the Pavilion Township Local Road
Contract for Chairman’s signature.
a. 28th Street – S Avenue to QR Avenue, Crack Fill/Chip Seal
b. 34th Street – S Avenue to Q Avenue, Crack Fill/Chip Seal
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson mentioned we are working on restoration portions of D Avenue and have
been getting questions regarding the Sprinkle Road safety project with the concrete median along with the
shoulders. Chip seal continues, however there was an incident where we were caught in the rain. She
commended the team, staff and the patience of the residents who worked with us for a quick recovery in our chip
seal application with the rain incident.
Commissioner Berkebile mentioned that on July 2nd at 3:00 pm at the Groves Campus of KVCC the Region
8 of prosperity committee will be taking input regarding infrastructure to set some agenda items and goals.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned the Parks and Recreation Commission will not meet this month.
Commissioner Moyle mentioned the Environmental Health Advisory Council will not meet this month.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:39 pm
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk

Chair Int’l_____
July 6, 2015 – Wakeshma Township Joint Meeting
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Wakeshma Township Board of Trustees was held at the Wakeshma Township Hall, 13988 South 42nd
Street Fulton, Michigan, on Monday, July 6, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:00 pm.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Kenneth R. Oscarson
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Township Supervisor Jim Deming, Clerk Shawn Fritz and
Treasurer Leanne Munn.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint presentation, including U Avenue – 36th to 39th Street and the Failed Condition
Local Road Policy.
Township Supervisor Jim Deming clarified the amount of local road participation funds included
the carryover amount from the previous year and not the typical annual allocation.
Trustee Shawn Fritz asked why YZ Avenue was considered a primary road. Operations Director
Bartholomew stated primary road requirements are set by the State and typically carry traffic from one
part of the county to another and have connectivity.
Township Supervisor Deming shared the township formed a road committee to begin the
process of reviewing roads within the township.
Managing Director Johnson asked if there was feedback on U Avenue as it was returned to
gravel per the RCKC Failed Condition Local Road Policy. Township Supervisor Deming stated one thank
you and no other comments. Managing Director Johnson shared the road maintenance will need to
continue on U Avenue as shown in the presentation regarding gravel road maintenance in order to keep
it in good condition.
Operations Director Bartholomew reminded the township of other roads within the township
that are rated a “1” and the Failed Condition Local Road Policy may also need to be applied in the near
future.
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 pm
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk

July 14, 2015
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, July 14, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz,
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Project
Superintendent Mark Worden and County Engineer Ryan Minkus.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the June 30, 2015
regular Board Meeting and July 6, 2015 Wakeshma Township Joint Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$78,898.22
Vendor Account
$1,082,385.83
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve Commissioner Moyle, Commissioner
Oscarson, Commissioner Buchholtz and Managing Director Johnson’s expense reports as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Jim Ferner of 525 N Berkley mentioned the traffic study conducted by Western Michigan University’s
Engineering Department was flawed and was told by Traffic Engineer Jim Hoekstra that speed humps interfere
with snow plowing. He also asked if the drain on Commonwealth Place could be fixed earlier than 2016. Project
Superintendent Mark Worden stated engineering bids are being prepared to evaluate and potentially correct the
drainage problem on Commonwealth Place as part of the Kalamazoo Township bond proposal.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to accept the Petition to Discontinue and approve
the Resolution to Discontinue the HMA ultra thin project for Saybrook Drive, Oshtemo Township.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned a public hearing of Declaration of Necessity was held regarding
Saybrook Drive hot mix asphalt (HMA) ultra thin on June 22, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Oshtemo Township Hall.
Following the public hearing land owners had until August 6, 2015 (forty-five (45) days from June 22, 2015) in
which to file a petition to discontinue the project. A petition was circulated by the Saybrook Drive land owners and
received by RCKC staff on July 7, 2015 within the 45 day time limit. Both Oshtemo Township and RCKC found the
petition to be valid according to Public Act (PA) 246, as it contained the signatures of land owners representing
more than 51 percent of the lineal frontage of land included in the special assessment district. Furthermore,
Saybrook Drive will be added to the chip seal route to be completed by the end of July.
Richard Schaber of 6477 Saybrook Drive asked if there was a method of public communication on the chip
seal timeframe. Managing Director Johnson answered each Friday RCKC does a news release for projects taking
place the following week. Also, the chip seal route list is posted to the RCKC website and shows where we are to
date and what’s been completed within the chip seal program.
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Kelley Pattison of 2270 North 9th Street asked if the residents will be notified of this Resolution. Managing
Director Johnson mentioned we did notify the residents from which we had information and emails for those who
attended the Public Hearing of Necessity and that same email chain will be used to let them know of the Board
action today.
RESOLUTION TO DISCONTINUE SAYBROOK DRIVE
WITHIN WESTPORT #4 OSHTEMO TOWNSHIP
WHEREAS, within forty-five (45) days following said public hearing, a petition to discontinue the project of
hot mix asphalt (HMA) ultra thin pavement treatment upgrade for Saybrook Drive has been received by this Road
Commission duly signed by more than 51% of the property owners lineal frontage along the proposed improvement,
and
WHEREAS, said petition requested certain improvement over the following described area:
Saybrook Drive – Ultra-Thin Overlay
WHEREAS, this Road Commission has caused the necessary steps for the verification of proper ownership
and of proper lineal frontage to be taken and herewith determines that said petition to discontinue the project
of HMA ultra thin pavement treatment upgrade for Saybrook Drive is valid,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Road Commission, in accordance with the provisions of
Section 1a of Act 246 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1931, as amended, hereby declares that said improvement
project is herewith discontinued and any further work or action with regard to said proposed project is herewith
discontinued.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson mentioned staff is busy with washouts along with drain and tree issues due to
the recent weather which has also delayed construction projects. She also mentioned that staff was prepared to
give updates on current constructions projects.
Operations Director Bartholomew mentioned on June 1, chip seal began in the southeast corner of the
county and presently are in the southwest corner of the county. A few roads were skipped due to additional
projects and those particular roads will be completed next week. In Oshtemo Township we will continue our
experiment working with trap rock and cationic emulsion. Also, the double seal will take place in Alamo Township
which will then complete the chip seal season for the year.
Project Superintendent Worden mentioned HMA #1 bid has been completed in Texas Township, a
subdivision in Comstock Township and countywide wedging for the chip seal program. HMA #2, Kalamazoo
Township project is well underway; in Eastwood the drain work is completed. Weather permitting paving and
milling will begin; furthermore, drain work began in Westwood with 43 drains to replace. There is still three weeks
of work in preparation for milling and paving additionally, there are 20 drains to replace in Northwood which
should be completed by the end of August.
Operations Director Bartholomew mentioned due to all the rain events, RCKC is still working to complete
dust control throughout the county on gravel roads. The roads are graded before dust control is applied. Some of
the dust control roads will be impacted this year due to the wet weather.
County Engineer Minkus mentioned primary road projects were progressing nicely. D Avenue to Adobe
and Rolling Meadow, work was being done to install a flashing beacon at 12th Street intersection which is being
upgraded to steel poles. He also stated the project was on schedule to be completed in July. Furthermore, D
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Avenue and Sprinkle Road from Riverview to DE Avenue was completed and open to traffic. He went on to say
that a final inspection was needed by staff in order to get a punch list to the contractor. Also, Sprinkle Road, East
Michigan to East Main was progressing. The concrete median and shoulders were in and all northbound lanes
should be paved. The project is scheduled to be completed by mid-August. Furthermore, U Avenue at 8th Street is
an intersection reconstruction project along with adding left turn lanes onto U Avenue. Additionally, there will an
upgraded 4-way beacon flasher. Also, 35th Street from Galesburg to 1000’ south of G Avenue is being top course
paved, along with shoulder work and driveway approaches. This project is still a couple of weeks out from being
completed.
Commissioner Oscarson asked if Portage Road would be completed this year. Project Superintendent
Worden answered yes and will be part of HMA #3 bid.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned the Joint Township Meeting in Prairie Ronde Township was this
evening at 6:00 p.m.
Commissioner Worthams mentioned that Monsignor William Fitzgerald passed and wished him a restful
peace. He also mentioned he spoke with County Commissioner Julie Rogers regarding placing neighborhood watch
signs in the Driftwood neighborhood. He was told Commissioner Rogers spoke with RCKC staff regarding RCKC
policy and about the fact these signs are not described in the traffic control device book. Furthermore, stated
RCKC reached out to both Portage and Kalamazoo cities to see how they handle similar requests for neighborhood
watch signs. Managing Director Johnson stated there is consistency in terms of the approach from both the cities
and the road commission to manage roadside signage carefully typically reverting to the Michigan Manual of
Traffic Control Devices as it provides a uniform approach that ensures roadsides from being overpopulated with
signage. Furthermore, related to neighborhood watch signs; the City of Kalamazoo staff typically denies signs
within the road of right-of-way (ROW) simply because they are not in the manual. The City of Portage staff looks
to law enforcement to share information as to where there are established neighborhood watch programs. City of
Portage law enforcement would notify the Public Works Department that potentially a neighborhood watch sign
could be installed. Furthermore, from a county perspective the National Sheriffs Association has a national
neighborhood watch program where neighborhoods can sign-up with their contact information and register a
specific neighborhood. If an active neighborhood watch program is registered across the county there are other
options for signage outside a sign/post in the ROW such as window stickers or lawn signs. Commissioner
Worthams stated there will be future requests for these signs. He also mentioned our policy is consistent with the
surrounding units of government and does not feel the existing policy needs to be changed. He also stated RCKC
needs to be consistent to prevent an explosion of signs in any area of the county.
Commissioner Buchholtz stated these type of programs and signage should be monitored.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:39 pm
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Prairie Ronde Township Board of Trustees was held at the Prairie Ronde Township Hall, 8140 West W
Avenue, Schoolcraft, Michigan, on Tuesday, July 14, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:05 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb
Buchholtz
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Township Supervisor Thomas Swiat, Clerk Paula Geiger, Treasurer
Mary VerHage, Trustee Michael Tomlinson and Trustee John Chapin.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint presentation, including U Avenue and 8th Street project and the Failed
Condition Local Road Policy.
Township Clerk Paula Geiger asked about RCKC’s name change. Managing Director Johnson
explained the reasoning and shared the logo design was in-house.
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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A meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners was held at 201 West Kalamazoo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI
49007, on Tuesday, July 21, at 7:00 p.m. following dinner at 5:00pm
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) Southwest Region Engineer Kimberly Avery
The presentation given by Managing Director Johnson and MDOT Southwest Region Engineer
Avery reviewed various infrastructure activities of the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC)
and MDOT. The report highlighted the road commission name change, road jurisdiction, funding, asset
management data and both current and future projects of both agencies. RCKC and MDOT answered
various questions from the Board of Commissioners. The RCKC 2014 Annual Report was provided to the
Board along with the Michigan Transportation Asset Management Council 2014 Roads and Bridges
report. The Board of Commissioners thanked the Board and staff for all their efforts in maintaining our
infrastructure.
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, July 28, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams
Absent: Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Project
Superintendent Mark Worden, Project Engineer Geoff Wilson, County Engineer Ryan Minkus and Traffic Engineer
Jim Hoekstra.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the July 14, 2015
regular Board Meeting, July 14, 2015 Prairie Ronde Township Joint Meeting and July 21, 2015 Kalamazoo County
Board of Commissioners Infrastructure Report Presentation Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$85,908.11
Vendor Account
$1,325,926.43
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve Commissioner Worthams expense report
as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Scott Haan of 8574 Doe Avenue and owner of Fawn Meadows Property stated he would like to finalize the
cul-de-sac by shifting it over with approval from the board. Commissioner Oscarson asked how far the cul-de-sac
would be shifted. Project Engineer Wilson stated approximately 100 feet. Managing Director Johnson stated
assuming staff has time to review the plans submitted yesterday it will be presented to the board with additional
information at the next scheduled meeting on August 11th.
The Board held discussion on the variance request for Lake Cove, Vail Drive Cul-de-Sac, Texas Township.
Managing Director Johnson shared staff approved the preliminary design to Lake Cove in July 2014. Subsequently,
the design was modified by request of the Texas Township Planning Commission (TTPC). The TTPC had requested
a connection to Q Avenue and a removal of the connection to Vail Drive (part of the easterly adjacent Inverness
Plat). Upon learning of the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) requirement for the extension of the
roadway Vail Drive into the Lake Cove development, TTPC was in support of the June 24, 2014 design, so long as a
traffic calming measure was implemented. The measure agreed upon between the TTPC and the developer was to
leave the existing cul-de-sac in-place at the west end of existing Vail Drive, modify the cul-de-sac by placing an
island in the middle, and extending Vail Drive per the preliminary layout as approved by RCKC. No staff approval
has been granted in the preliminary phase for leaving a cul-de-sac in-place in the adjacent development (Inverness
Plat) since the preliminary layout only depicts the proposed layout of the Lake Cove parcel. Commissioner Moyle
asked how many feet the cul-de-sac is to the “T” intersection. Tim Woodhams from Civica Engineering answered
132 feet. Commissioner Oscarson mentioned typically we do not engineer speed control with obstacles in our
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roadways. Furthermore, this would cause snow removal problems, it’s very close to the intersection, possible site
issues and questioned who would be responsible for landscaping maintenance. Commissioner Moyle asked Mr.
Woodhams about the temporary easement. Mr. Woodhams stated the Vail Plat has a reversionary clause that
when Vail is extended that easement would revert back.
Commissioner Berkebile asked what was the total length of Vail Drive. Mr. Woodhams stated
approximately 300 feet and added Texas Township Planning Commission felt the traffic circle would slow down
traffic in the neighborhood. Commissioner Moyle mentioned the RCKC has a policy in place and if we allow this
traffic circle in all our plats we would need to add multiple trucks in order to keep up with plowing. Furthermore,
the cul-de-sacs are time consuming, are a problem for maintenance and are not cost effective. Ms. Jari Harran at
7227 Vail Drive stated she has lived in the neighborhood next to the cul-de-sac and feels if people speed it would
be a complete danger zone directly in front of her home. Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to
reject the variance request for a mid-block cul-de-sac.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Local Safety Program project
applications and resolutions for Sprinkle Road and Stadium Drive at 11th Street. Commissioner Berkebile asked
how much control MDOT had at Stadium Drive and 11th Street west of US 131. Traffic Engineer Hoekstra stated it’s
fully outside MDOT’s jurisdiction. He also mentioned that Sprinkle Road involved replacing electronic and video
detection equipment and replacing with new equipment. Stadium Drive at 11th Street will involve two right turn
lanes and a protected left turn signal phasing lane on Stadium Drive.
SAFETY PROJECT RESOLUTION
SPRINKLE ROAD (G AVENUE TO MARKET STREET,
KILGORE ROAD TO ZYLMAN AVENUE)
July 28, 2015
WHEREAS, the Transportation Act, provides Federal Local Safety Program Funding for safety
improvements on the state and local road systems, and the Michigan Department of Transportation is soliciting
new candidate project applications for the Local Safety Program; and
WHEREAS, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County has identified an improvement project on Sprinkle
Road in Comstock Township and in the City of Portage, and Sprinkle Road is a public road; and
WHEREAS, an application is being prepared to request funding to make the identified improvement
project of installing advanced dilemma zone detection to signalized intersections along the corridor; and
WHEREAS, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County, upon ratification of the award of the funding for
the safety project, is prepared to have the project developed for construction letting by summer of 2017;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of
Kalamazoo, in support of its mission to provide reasonable safe and convenient roads, has developed a safety
project application to secure Federal funding for this safety improvement project on Sprinkle Road from G Avenue
to Market Street and from Kilgore Road to Zylman Avenue; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo
does request affirmative consideration of our application for Local Safety Program Funds and agrees to provide the
necessary local match funds required for the Local Safety Program Fund and agrees to continue maintenance of
the facility.
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SAFETY PROJECT RESOLUTION
STADIUM DRIVE AT 11TH STREET
July 28, 2015

WHEREAS, the Transportation Act, provides Federal Local Safety Program Funding for safety
improvements on the state and local road systems, and the Michigan Department of Transportation is soliciting
new candidate project applications for the Local Safety Program; and
WHEREAS, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County has identified an improvement project at the
intersection of Stadium Drive at 11th Street in Oshtemo Township, and Stadium Drive and 11th Street are public
roads; and
WHEREAS, an application is being prepared to request funding to make the identified improvement
project of installing northbound and westbound right turn lanes and protected left turn signal phasing on Stadium
Drive; and
WHEREAS, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County, upon ratification of the award of the funding for
the safety project, is prepared to have the project developed for construction letting by summer of 2017;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of
Kalamazoo, in support of its mission to provide reasonable safe and convenient roads, has developed a Safety
project application to secure Federal funding for this safety improvement project at the intersection of Stadium
Drive and 11th Street; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo
does request affirmative consideration of our application for Local Safety Program Funds and agrees to provide the
necessary local match funds required for the Local Safety Program Fund and agrees to continue maintenance of
the facility.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the MDOT Contract #15-5378 for the 38th
Street and 42nd Street bridges for Chairman’s signature.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Association of Southern Michigan
Road Commissions (ASMRC) Ballot for Bob Kaarlie, Allegan and the revised Bylaws for the ASMRC.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Managing Director Johnson mentioned on behalf of Commissioner Buchholtz she enjoyed the time spent
with Operations Director Bartholomew reviewing chip seal projects. It gave her a new perspective on chip seal
operations and how quickly it moves. Also, we did two chip seal experiments in Oshtemo Township with trap rock
and native stone and fog seal will take place next week. Furthermore, we have been receiving a lot of inquiries on
chip seal for which we have a brochure and frequently asked questions. However, staff is looking for other ways
to educate and share information with the public related to chip seal and loose gravel. Additionally, staff has
answered many questions concerning speed on all of our roadways throughout the county and would appreciate
residents abiding by the traffic laws that are in place. Safety is a concern and speed limits are set at a respectable
and appropriate speed. RCKC will be hosting a speed limit presentation for local officials on September 23rd from 9

July 28, 2015

Chair Int’l _______
Clerk Int’l _______

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. We’ve also been answering many calls concerning signs. We have mailbox removal request
that we continue to address as time allows and ask citizens to comply with our requirements and the laws that are
in place. We continue to try and educate the public on issues with brick mailboxes related to safety and
maintenance. The Sprinkle Road/Cork Street project by Michigan Department of Transportation continues along
with updates on road closures. We’ve been posting these closures to our Facebook page, so citizens can continue
to be informed.
Commissioner Worthams thanked the other road commissioners for covering for him. Additionally, he
wished Commissioner Buchholtz well and looks forward to when they are all together again.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned the Kalamazoo Parks and Recreation Committee will meet at 3:00
p.m. on August 6th at Markin Glen Park in Kalamazoo. He also stated that he will be out of town for that meeting,
therefore could not attend.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:31 pm
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Kalamazoo Township Board of Trustees was held at the Kalamazoo Township Hall, 1720 Riverview Drive
Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Monday, August 10, 2015. The joint meeting began at 5:30 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: David Q. Worthams
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Project Superintendent Mark Worden,
Kalamazoo Township Supervisor Ron Reid, Treasurer George Cochran, Clerk Donald Thall, Trustee Steven
Leuty, Trustee Donald Martin and Trustee Mark Miller.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint presentation, including updates on Township projects and the Failed
Condition Local Road Policy.
Trustee Leuty inquired how many treatments of chip seal can be performed before asphalt or
other treatments are needed. Project Superintendent Worden shared information and noted we would
follow-up with a slide on the life of a paved road.
Treasurer Cochran inquired how the remaining service life of a road is reset after improvements
are made. Furthermore, he is receiving service requests for the intersections along East Main Street
from the City of Kalamazoo to Nazareth Road for potholes. Managing Director Johnson shared she
would enter a service request accordingly. The East Main Street project improvement scope of work
was reviewed.
Township Supervisor Reid asked that the chip seal on Barney Road be reviewed as it appears to
be “bleeding” in both directions.
The Township thanked Project Superintendent Worden and the RCKC for all their efforts in
making the projects and bond investment a success and for all the good communication.
Township Supervisor Reid shared an application for non-motorized will be forthcoming on
Sunnyside, along with bike route signage requests in the Township. Managing Director Johnson shared
she appreciated the comments at the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study meeting (KATS) regarding
the need for information relating to a non-motorized network in the county.
Trustee Miller inquired about the local road cost sharing in other areas and what is noted in
State law. Managing Director Johnson explained road commissions are limited on the amount of funds
spent on local roads unless matched from other sources. Additionally, she shared revenues vary by
county and township to support the local and primary road systems. Furthermore, the RCKC policy,
which also may vary by road commission, is based on available funding.
Township Supervisor Reid shared the change order process for projects was going well.
However, he would like further discussion next year on the deposit amount agreed to in the local road
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contract in the future. He also shared for two years he has been requesting a review of Sunnyside for
potential change to the primary road system. Managing Director Johnson stated this is a network
review that is needed and if the road were to be transferred it should be in good condition.
The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday, August 11, 2015.
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson, Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Project
Engineer Geoff Wilson, County Engineer Ryan Minkus and General Superintendent Bill DeYoung.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the July 28, 2015
regular Board Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$85,634.88
Vendor Account
$1,283,198.57
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Ray Vander Roest of 6290 S. 29th Street shared his concerns with the seismic testing that was done on S.
29 Street and the perception of damage done by the thumper trucks on asphalt and chip coated roads. Project
Superintendent Worden shared we are monitoring the road. Commissioner Moyle stated he would review this
issue with Operations Director Travis Bartholomew.
th

Managing Director Johnson shared Mr. Scott Haan is required to pave the cul-de-sac or create a driveway
to Antler Street by 10/15/2015. Mr. Haan has proposed paving the cul-de-sac, however has requested to realign
the right-of-way (ROW), so as to move the cul-de-sac south of the existing easement area. The new ROW would be
on a combination of easements from Mr. Haan and the Kalamazoo County Drain Commission (KCDC). The
permanent easements would be recorded upon the final approval by staff of the construction of the cul-de-sac.
Furthermore, the new ROW was proposed by Mr. Haan to reduce the costs associated with paving the cul-de-sac.
There currently exists an electrical box in the existing ROW that would need to be relocated should the current
ROW layout be utilized for the cul-de-sac construction. The drainage path of the water from the current cul-de-sac
location to the existing basin is further than the drainage path of water from the realigned ROW cul-de-sac
location to the existing basin, which may create less maintenance costs in the future. The proposed cul-de-sac
location would also be a straighter route from the roadway, which is easier to plow in the winter rather than a culde-sac on a curve. Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to Approve the preliminary plan to reconfigure the ROW for the cul-de-sac at the east terminus of Doe Avenue, subject to staff oversight, recordable
documents and the June 4, 2015 Settlement Agreement.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared, Tuscany East is a continuation of the westerly abutting Tuscany Plat.
Staff reviewed the layout and found it to comply with Preliminary Requirements of RCKC Policy and variance
accordingly.
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Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the preliminary plat Tuscany East located
in Section 30 of Oshtemo Township.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to accept the warranty deed for the roadways and
the new roadways within Prairie Edge Estates Phase 3 as part of the RCKC public road network, located in section 5
of Schoolcraft Township. Managing Director Johnson shared there are no cul-de-sacs as part of this development.
Top course paving was completed on July 24, 2015. The development was constructed to be within an already
existing 433 drainage district with the RCKC named as a participant within the 433 drainage district. We have
received confirmation from the Office of the Drain Commissioner that the developer has satisfied all requirements
and that the 433 agreement is in place. The completed development meets RCKC Policy. Upon approval and
recording of the warranty deed, Prairie Edge Estates Phase 3 roadway network will be accepted into the RCKC road
system. Managing Director Johnson reminded the audience and developers in the room of our mailbox policy.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve Engineering Professional Services
Qualifications Based Selection (QBS) recommended by staff. The Board held discussion on the approval of the
Engineering Professional Services Qualification Based Selection. Commissioner Oscarson asked if the firms will
submit a quote on each individual project. County Engineer Minkus stated Moore & Bruggink would be the
primary contact. Furthermore, if they had the capacity to do the work we would schedule a scoping meeting to
review the scope of a project. Then Moore & Bruggink would prepare a price proposal to present to RCKC where
we would then begin price negotiations. Also, if Moore & Bruggink were not available we would move to one of
the other two vendors that we are recommending and go through the same process. Commissioner Oscarson
asked if the firms had given hourly fees. County Engineer Minkus said we have not discussed hourly fees with the
consultants but have had previous contracts with the three firms and are familiar with their costs. Commissioner
Buchholtz asked if it’s customary to get a price for each project and would the firms be competitive in their pricing
knowing they have the contract. Superintendent Worden stated there would be pricing per project and they have
to meet our budget. Otherwise, we move on to the next consultant. Pricing remains a factor. Commissioner
Moyle shared the lowest bid in the past was not consistently below costs and we’re trying to narrow that field.
Commissioner Berkebile stated he agreed with selecting the three engineering firms under this process since it has
taken the low bidding qualification specifications out of the formula, but is unsure if he agreed with taking the
primary firm Moore & Bruggink every time. He went on to say that our budget is a public document. Furthermore,
the three firms should be allowed to provide their bid towards each of the projects. Commissioner Oscarson
stated then your negotiating for service. Commissioner Moyle shared by negotiating with these three firms we will
be using all three in different types and timing of projects.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Brady Township Local Road Contract
for Chairman’s signature.
a. Y Avenue – 1300’ west of 29th Street to 31st Street, Recondition Gravel Surface
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
The Board held discussion on the approval of the Mid-year Budget Amendment. Managing Director
Johnson shared The Proposed 2015 Mid-Year Budget reflects our best estimate considering the current status of
our construction season. The budget was prepared based on current and historical trends. Staff spent time
reviewing the status of the current year’s budget, projects, 5-year plans, primary road capital improvement plan
(CIP), facilities, equipment, etc. We considered our timing to complete various projects or purchases before the
end of the calendar year, as well as, staff’s capacity to support a change and deliver services. If the Board approves
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the proposed Mid-Year Budget amendment, we anticipate the fund balance to decrease ($476,790). The expected
Unassigned Fund Balance would be approximately 40% of MTF revenue. This balance includes the additional
$546,000 of one time 2015-16 State of Michigan general fund revenue. It does not reflect the possible insurance
refund for 2015. Commissioner Oscarson stated the payment voucher showed payment for two truck chassis and
asked if they were delivered. General Superintendent DeYoung stated they are still at the dealership with a
delivery date of September 2015.
Managing Director Johnson shared we’ve sent out information as it relates to the 38th Street and 42nd
Street bridge projects Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) bid which opened on Friday. We’ve had
the opportunity to evaluate the bid proposals as they came in 20% over the engineers estimate and the line item is
primarily high on minor traffic devices. Our options are to accept the 20% increase which is approximately $61,000
or to rebid. Furthermore, we have 6 other bridges outlined for maintenance next year and if we moved these to
2016 we would have 8 bridges under construction or maintenance and would be tying up a large part of the south
county in relation to bridges and traffic movements.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the mid-year budget amendment and
include the approximate $61,000 additional cost for 38th Street and 42nd Street bridge projects. Commissioner
Buchholtz stated the difference between the two bidders on the minor traffic devices was $72,000 and asked how
there could be such a variance. Commissioner Oscarson shared these are items that get paid at the beginning of
the contract and the contractors will include other fixed costs which helps their cash flow within these items.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared East Main Street is on the September bid letting. A majority of our
projects are completing punch list items with the exception of Sprinkle Road which should be complete in another
week. Furthermore, the chip seal and brush spray program are complete. Staff is preparing for winter
maintenance and continuing with service requests. Also, we participated in the Transportation Asset Management
Council gravel road assessment. We were among four agencies working on a mechanism to rate gravel roads with
Michigan Technological University. Also, August 17th mowing begins and August 31st pavement marking begins.
Additionally, the Texas Township Joint Meeting is August 24th at 5:30 p.m.
Commissioner Berkebile shared he missed the Region 8 Prosperity meeting last Thursday, but did attend
State Representative Iden’s event Thursday evening where Representative Maturen and Speaker of the State
House were all present. He spoke with all three of them concerning road funding and all three stated it was the
number one item on their agenda. Also, the bill to raise corporate business tax to 11% to fund roads has been
approved. Additionally, he felt this may be good for road funding, but does not feel it’s the best for the State of
Michigan.
Commissioner Worthams stated the next Council of Governments meeting was being held on Wednesday,
August 12th at RCKC. The topic is Best Practices for Emergency Medical Procedures in Municipalities and will
discuss current technology. Also, he had the opportunity to speak with constituents in Oshtemo Township, mainly
from West G Avenue and had good conversations regarding the condition of the road and potholes. Furthermore,
he thanked RCKC staff for being timely in responding to these concerns. He went on to say the perception is we
are spending all of our time on the primary roads which is not true. We are working with the townships to make
sure we are addressing the local road problems and if anything it’s a continuing symptom of the shortfall of
infrastructure funding throughout the state.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:31 pm
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson

__________________________, Deputy Clerk

Chair Int’l_____
August 24, 2015– Texas Township Joint Meeting

Clerk Int’l _____

A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Texas Township Board of Trustees was held at the Kalamazoo Township Hall, 7110 West Q Avenue
Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Monday, August 24, 2015. The joint meeting began at 5:30 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb
Buchholtz
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Traffic Engineer Jim Hoekstra, County Engineer Ryan Minkus,
Project Engineer Geoff Wilson, Administrative Assistant for Operations Michelle Podgorski,
Administrative Assistant Selena Rider, Texas Township Supervisor Greg Pendowski, Treasurer Paul
Cutting, Clerk Linda Kerr, Trustee Wendy Mazer, Trustee John Hinkle, Trustee Trish Roberts, Trustee Jeff
VanderRoest and Superintendent Julie VanderWiere.
Managing Director Johnson gave introductions and introduced Road Commission of Kalamazoo
County (RCKC) staff and presenters Sergeant Jim Campbell and Lieutenant Gary Megge from the
Michigan State Police (MSP).
Sergeant Campbell and Lieutenant Megge reviewed a PowerPoint Presentation on Setting
Realistic Speed Limits and Q Avenue speed study results. A variety of discussion followed and questions
answered. Lieutenant Megge shared the history of the Q Avenue speed study and that Texas Township
officials asked MSP to review speed limits along Q Avenue. Speed limit recommendations are based
upon 85 percentile of drivers. The speed study performed found that 85 percent of drivers drove
55mph from 12th Street to Percheron Street, 45 mph from Percheron Street past the electric substation
and 48 mph from the substation west. By law, MSP must base the speed limit on the nearest 5 mph
increment. Based on the Q Avenue study the speed limit from the electric substation to 5th Street will
be corrected to 50 mph. He went on to say that MSP does not set the speed limit, the drivers do.
Township residents asked what can be done to lower the speed limit on Q Avenue. Lieutenant
Megge offered they would have to look at the environment and engineering of the road. He also
showed the residents examples around the county adjusted speed limits. In each case, the driver’s
travel speed did not change.
Various township residents stated they would like the speed limit lower not higher along Q
Avenue. Lieutenant Megge shared the purpose of the speed limit adjustment is to minimize the drivers’
travel speed, maximize traffic flow, and reduce vehicle crashes and aggressive driving behaviors. He
also mentioned there is a difference between speed limit and changing the speed. The only way of
changing speed is through engineering by adding lanes, shrinking lanes, roundabouts etc. Also,
enforceable speed limits does not change the way we drive. Sergeant Campbell shared most crashes are
due to distractions, drunks and drowsiness and not speed.
Trustee VanderRoest shared the speed limit is too high especially for bicyclist and foot traffic.
Also, he shared hundreds of people walk across Q Avenue to attend the Farmers Market. He went on to
say that MSP is basing their data on Monday through Friday traffic.
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Trustee Roberts mentioned the Township has requested roundabouts, cross walks and bike
paths along the roadway and RCKC denied all of them. She also said there is a clause that states if there
is park the RCKC could lower the speed limit.
Sergeant Campbell stated cross walks give a false sense of security and the only place
pedestrians have the right of way and is safer is at signalized cross walks. Also, the MSP can come back
and do another study in the future. Speed limits can be adjusted accordingly to the 85 percentile. He
also informed the residents that emotions do not work on traffic safety. Furthermore, the MSP must
maintain consistency and safety across the state. The same applies to cities and villages.
State Senator Margaret O’Brien, asked how the township, residents and road commission could
work together to discuss and review changes on Q Avenue. Managing Director Johnson answered the
road commission considers safety first in its decisions and uses tools like roundabouts and boulevards
when it’s the right time and the right place. Additionally, the road commission must comply with state
law pertaining to the Michigan Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MMUTCD) and Michigan
Vehicle Code. Also, the road commission is reviewing Q Avenue and 10th Street for a possible traffic
signal and will have further discussions with the Township. Furthermore, the road commission will
continue to discuss with township officials foot traffic in the Downtown Development Authority District.
Following the meeting Managing Director Johnson agreed to meet with residents who
requested to discuss mailboxes.
The meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, August 25, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Dennis J. Berkebile
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Finance
Director Ann Simmons, Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Project Engineer Geoff Wilson, and General
Superintendent Bill DeYoung.
Managing Director Johnson stated there were two items added to the agenda. A local road contract for
Texas Township and a local road contract for Cooper Township.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as amended.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the August 10, 2015
Kalamazoo Township Joint Meeting and August 11, 2015 regular Board Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$80,573.15
Vendor Account
$880,214.43
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to accept the letter regarding Act 51 Mileage
Certification Report and refer to file.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to accept the resolution from Richland Township
regarding a Speed Study on North 27th Street from D Avenue to M-89 and refer to staff for follow-up. Managing
Director shared the speed study resolution from Richland Township states within the body of the resolution that
Richland Township understands once the engineering data is gathered the speed study could raise the speed limit,
lower the speed limit or keep the speed limit the same.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to accept the resolution from Richland Township
regarding a Speed Study on North 32nd Street from EF Avenue to DE Avenue and refer to staff for follow-up.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to accept the warranty deed and roadway network
for the extension of Telluride Drive as part of the Applegate Trails Phase 3 development, located in section 13 of
Texas Township. Commissioner Oscarson asked who would be responsible for snow plowing as there may be
snow in front of the two private roads after we plow. Brian Wood who represents the developer stated the private
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roads would be maintained by 3rd party private contractors who typically plow within 24 hours and will plow the
roundabout to keep the portion open between both private roads. Project Engineer Wilson mentioned this was
also written in the condominium documents.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the purchase of (4) four additional 2016,
Model 367 tandem axle, Cab and Chassis from JX Peterbilt of Grand Rapids as part of our 2015 Cab and Chassis bid.
Commissioner Moyle asked if the first two cab and chassis purchased were tandems. Operations Director
Bartholomew answered they were. Commissioner Buchholtz commended the board and staff for their long term
view for planning these into the budget.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to award the 2015 third HMA Bid Letting to Michigan
Paving and Materials Company – low bidder, meeting specifications.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Texas Drive Trail from 10th Street
northeasterly to 12th Street MDOT Contract #15-5432 for Chairman’s signature. Commissioner Oscarson asked if
there was verification on the right-of-way. Project Superintendent Worden stated it was all in hand and there was
a number of modifications to make this happen. The trail has maneuvered and moved to accommodate areas
where the ROW could not be obtained. Furthermore, as part of the certification and process with the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT) the ROW needs to be in hand before bid letting. Commissioner Oscarson
asked if RCKC had any input or final review. Project Superintendent Worden stated we had input if it intersected
our roads outside the ROW. Project Engineer Wilson shared we did check to make sure the easements were in
hand and we did certify the ROW. Managing Director Johnson shared that it’s our project and we will be sure the
applicable documents and process is correct even after construction. Also, tied to this is a Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) grant to support the project.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the East Main Street from Wallace
Avenue northeasterly to Craft Avenue MDOT Contract #15-5358 for Chairman’s signature. Commissioner
Buchholtz asked if this entire project was within the City of Kalamazoo. Managing Director Johnson stated part is in
Kalamazoo Township and we do have an agreement with the City of Kalamazoo for this project.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to accept Public Act (PA) 51, Section 18j, MCL
247.668j Annual Certification of Employee Related Conditions for Chairman and Finance Director’s signature.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve Texas Township Local Road Contract
a. (Rudgate) in the Woods) Farmington Avenue – 176’ south of Orchard Hill Avenue to
Stoneybrook Road, Foxcroft Drive – 165’ east of Farmington Avenue to 12th Street, Hunters Ridge
Drive – Hitching Post Road to Stoneybrook Road, Hitching Post Road – Hunters Ridge to Foxcroft,
Orchard Hill Avenue – Farmington Avenue to Farmington Avenue, HMA Overlay
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
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Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve Cooper Township Local Road Contract
a. Collingwood Avenue – G Avenue to 300’ north of Rosedale Avenue, HMA Overlay
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared staff is busy with Kalamazoo Township projects and will continue to
work on completing the Hot Mix Asphalt projects. Also, Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) will meet
tomorrow and Kalamazoo City is proposing on Kilgore Road to add sidewalks and provide a bike lane from Kilgore
Service Road to Sprinkle Road with a road diet which is a project change. Furthermore, last evening we had our
annual joint meeting in Texas Township. The presentation focused on Setting Realistic Speed Limits and thanked
the Michigan State Police for presenting the law and explaining how realistic speed limits are set throughout the
state. Also, the safety project on Sprinkle Road is open with signage work remaining. Furthermore, we opened our
winter maintenance bid this morning with no responses and staff is reviewing other options.
Commissioner Moyle asked if staff will follow-up to find out why winter maintenance bids were not
received. Operations Director Bartholomew shared staff was in the process of following-up. Furthermore, the
website tracks how many people open a bid document. The document was opened 18 vendors with no
submissions.
Commissioner Worthams shared the Council of Governments met on August 12th. The topic was on
emergency medical procedures. The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 11th although there is
discussion on changing the date in order to bring in an informational session on a potential November ballot
initiatives. Also, he mentioned that he received a letter from a resident in Kalamazoo City who had questions in
regards to 8th Street and Stadium Drive. He said it was nice to hear from residents within the cities on how well we
care for our roads and how we can improve transportation. Additionally, he echoed Managing Director Johnson’s
comments on the Texas Township Joint Meeting and encourages everyone to continually review the information
that was presented.
Commissioner Buchholtz shared on September 23 is another session on setting realistic speed limits for
local officials and mentioned that we reach out to Townships to attend. She noticed the Richland resolutions
stated we need to lower the speed limits because the current speed limit is being exceeded and stated this is a
misunderstanding of speed limits. Also, she suggested at the September 23rd meeting or a subsequent meeting
options for calming traffic.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned on Friday, August 21st he was at the Kalamazoo County Fair for a
Parks and Recreation meeting. The atmosphere of the fair has changed to a family event and they are expecting
record attendance.
Managing Director Johnson shared she and Commissioner Oscarson attended the Township Supervisors
meeting on September 19th and she reminded the Township Supervisor that were present, and with a subsequent
email of our local participation fund policy deadlines that have advanced for 2016. Additionally, Lotta Jarnefelt
from County Planning discussed the Kalamazoo County Master Plan which has not been updated since the 1970’s
and asked for feedback from the Township Supervisors.
Commissioner Moyle mentioned Kalamazoo County Environmental Health will not meet this week. He
also extended his thanks to the Michigan State Police and their professional manner in handling a sensitive subject
in regards to setting realistic speed limits at the Texas Township Joint Meeting.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded pursuant to Section 8 (c) of the open meeting act for
the purpose of discussing labor negotiations we move into closed session.
Carried by the following roll call vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
The meeting was adjourned at 4:47 p.m.
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Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, September 8, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, County Engineer
Ryan Minkus, Project Superintendent Mark Worden, and General Superintendent Bill DeYoung.
Managing Director Johnson stated there is one item to add to the agenda; request discussion of the E.
Main Street from Wallace Avenue northeasterly to Craft Avenue, Project Bid Letting.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as amended.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the August 24, 2015
Texas Township Joint Meeting, August 25, 2015 regular Board Meeting and August 25, 2015 Closed Board Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$84,936.44
Vendor Account
$1,053,488.62
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Jim Roberts, Kalamazoo Home Builders Association mentioned it’s taking up to three weeks for the
issuance of driveway permits. Other counties and cities issue permits within a week. Commissioner Oscarson
asked what other entities charge for permits. Managing Director Johnson shared she had researched permit fees
previously, but did not have the information with her. Also, RCKC guidelines say permits will be issued in 10 to 14
business days and most are issued by RCKC under that time. Furthermore, in some instances the issuance of
permits was delayed due to insufficient documentation by the applicant. Commissioner Oscarson asked Mr.
Roberts to submit information to justify his claim.
The Board held discussion on the Accommodation of Mailboxes on County Road Right-of-Way – Removal
Requests. Russ Walters, President of the Homeowners Association of Crooked Lake Cove shared he recognized the
rules of mailboxes, but not the enforcement. He also mentioned that most of the mailboxes were built of wooden
frame with concrete façade and asked if this was acceptable. Additionally, homeowners have received two letters
from RCKC and asked if the third letter could be delayed. Mr. Walters mentioned it may be cost effective to obtain
a contractor quote to remove all of the non-conforming mailboxes in Crooked Lake Cove.
Dr. Carla Campbell-Jackson, Secretary of the Homeowners Association of Crooked Lake Cove inquired
about another alternative to have the mailboxes removed and mentioned the financial impact it would have on
the residents removing these mailboxes. Furthermore, she asked how the mailbox issue surfaced to this degree
and how it could be rectified amicably. Resident Chris Schneider of 7489 Fred shared the mailboxes were put in
prior to owners purchasing the property. Mr. Walters shared the majority of mailboxes were installed by builders
who submitted plans and therefore received approval from the township.
Builder Chris Schneider shared he has been building for the last 30 years. He built a plat in Van Buren
County many years ago and worked with the Van Buren Road Commission. He mentioned the rules were the same
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back then as they are now regarding mailbox requirements. He also shared the mailboxes were part of the
builder’s packet as they are today. Mr. Walters stated it was his understanding the majority of mailboxes were
installed by the builder and others were under the impression it was acceptable and included them into their
drawings. Mr. Walters experienced this problem in Ohio, so did not include the non-conforming mailbox in his
personal drawing for his home. Mr. Schneider shared a situation in Van Buren County where citizens had brick
mailboxes installed by different builders. Together they hired a person who had the mailboxes down within two
hours.
Commissioner Berkebile shared we don’t actively seek out non-conforming mailboxes. When one is
brought to our attention we act on it. Furthermore, if residents request more time to remove the mailboxes, RCKC
will work with them as long as the request is reasonable. He reminded residents that mailboxes do not require a
permit. Commissioner Moyle stated safety is an issue as well as the cost with future road maintenance.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned we have a policy that states no concrete mailboxes and we are pursuing to
have those removed from our right-of-ways (ROW) which gives us protection. Furthermore, if a bicyclist,
snowmobile or a car hits a brick mailbox and a person gets hurt the homeowner is liable because they are in
violation of our policy. Mr. Walters inquired if homeowners signed a statement stating they were liable would
that be acceptable. Commissioner Berkebile advised no. Dr. Campbell-Jackson inquired if homeowners provide
evidence their mailbox is wood with brick facade, would that be acceptable. Commissioner Moyle advised no.
Managing Director Johnson shared RCKC is as proactive as possible in informing residents and developers of our
policy and reminded the Home Builders Association when driveway permits are issued we also provide
information related to our mailbox policy and to please assist in following it. Furthermore, Oshtemo Township
residents provided RCKC a list of non-conforming mailboxes that have been pursued as time allows. She informed
the residents that request for extensions should come from individual property owners, if necessary.
Commissioner Buchholtz inquired about the necessity of individual signatures instead of choosing a blanket day to
extend to all homeowners. Commissioner Berkebile suggested contacting our attorney related to extensions.
Managing Director Johnson stated staff will follow-up with legal counsel to confirm if a blanket date could be
extended to all homeowners with nonconforming mailboxes.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to award the 2015 Janitorial Service Bid to
Professional Building Services, the low bid specifications, with an option to extend annually for up to two(2), one
year (1) year extensions by the mutual agreement of both parties.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the purchase of two (2) 2015 John Deere
624K bucket loaders, hydraulic power slide fork attachment, grapple bucket, upgraded 3.5 yard bucket, and
extended warranties, from AIS Construction Equipment Corporation, through the MDEAL purchasing program for a
total of $383,346 less any trade in value. Commissioner Oscarson noted the quotes for trade in value of $90,000
for the old bucket loaders and inquired if they would be sold. General Superintendent DeYoung stated vendors
who quoted were told in advance the County Parks Department was interested in buying one and they agreed to
honor their pricing individually and take either one or both in non-trade.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the flooring installation – administration
building to Tandus Centiva US LLC, through the MIDEAL purchasing program for $15,764.74. Commissioner
Berkebile inquired if asbestos was anticipated. General Superintendent DeYoung advised asbestos would not be
an issue.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
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Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Alamo Township Dust Control
Agreement for Chairman’s Signature.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the E. Main Street from Wallace Avenue
northeasterly to Craft Avenue, Project Bid Letting contingent on approval from the City of Kalamazoo. Managing
Director Johnson shared the 2016 Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) project bid letting for E. Main
Street was 18.84% over engineer’s estimate which would require approval by both the City of Kalamazoo and RCKC
and/or rebid. The cost increase is split 60/40 per the agreement with Kalamazoo City. MDOT is requesting a
decision by Thursday, September 10th. Commissioner Moyle shared he would prefer to move forward and if the
City of Kalamazoo does not approve this increase then we would have to rebid. Commissioner Oscarson stated
most of the cost involved is with intersections and walkways and inquired if it’s solely RCKC’s portion. County
Engineer Mnkus replied the sidewalks ramps and intersections were somewhat split between RCKC and the City of
Kalamazoo.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared information for our “Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day poster contest is
posted on our website. Posters from the coloring contest are due by September 30th. Additionally, prizes will be
distributed on Friday, October 9th. Also, the work in Kalamazoo Township is ongoing with a deadline of
September 15th. The Schoolcraft Township Joint Meeting is tonight at 6:00 pm and Cooper Township Joint Meeting
is on September 14th. Additionally, September 14th we will participate in the Texas Township Road Tour from 4pm
to 6pm.
Commissioner Worthams complimented Project Superintendent Worden for his continued
communication with residents on G Avenue in Oshtemo Township.
Commissioner Buchholtz inquired about the snow removal contract. General Superintendent DeYoung
shared we are in the process of contacting contractors. Two of the contractors stated they didn’t have enough
time to put bids together and said they may have some interest in rebidding. Also, we are looking at having
additional sub-contractors bid out individual plats.
Commissioner Berkebile shared the Regional Prosperity Committee issued a Regional Prosperity Initiative
(RPI) for funding possibilities ranging from $5,000 to $40,000 in 2015. The RPI interest is in funding infrastructurerelated projects such as telecommunication, trails, expansion of I-94 and water and sewer systems. Proposals are
due on September 18th. Also, the Legislative Listening Post is on September 25th in Kalamazoo at the Hampton Inn
on Airview Boulevard beginning at 8:00 am with state elected officials.
Commissioner Oscarson shared the County Parks and Recreation Meeting was canceled. Also, the
Township Supervisors meeting is held the same day that he and Managing Director Johnson will be in attendance
at the Northern/Southern Michigan Road Commission Conference, therefore could not attend.
Commissioner Moyle thanked staff for all their work in Kalamazoo Township and complimented them on
the quality of the pavement and negotiations done with the contractors to convert the mix.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:12 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Schoolcraft Township Board of Trustees was held at the Schoolcraft Township Hall, 50 East VW Avenue,
Vicksubrg, Michigan, on Tuesday, September 8, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb
Buchholtz
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Project Superintendent Mark Worden,
Township Supervisor Donald K. Ulsh, Clerk Virginia Mongreig, Treasurer Teresa Scott and Trustee Greg
Feldmeier.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint presentation including the failed local road policy and reviewed chip seal
application experiments completed this year.
Treasurer Scott inquired about Paser Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) and deterioration
curves. Trustee Feldmeier asked if the best chip seal PASER rating is an 8. Project Superintendent
Worden advised yes.
Clerk Mongreig noted a northbound street sign at Barney Road and Nichols Road in Kalamazoo
Township has vegetation obstruction. Furthermore, a citizen expressed concern on a culvert placement
at X Avenue in Schoolcraft Township.
Township Supervisor Ulsh asked if RCKC staff knew about the possibility of abandonment or
seasonal road status on 12th street. Managing Director Johnson advised yes and explained General
Superintendent DeYoung was following up with property owners. Additionally, both possibilities would
require an appropriate process including public hearings.
The meeting adjourned at 6:47 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Cooper Township Board of Trustees was held at the Cooper Township Hall, 1590 West D Avenue,
Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Monday, September 14, 2015. The joint meeting began at 7:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: David Q. Worthams
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Township Supervisor Jeff Sorensen, Clerk Bonnie Sytsma,
Treasurer Carol DeHaan, Trustee Brenda Buiskool, Trustee DeAnna Janssen, Trustee Robert Schiedel,
Trustee Fred Vlietstra and Attorney Michael Homer.
Supervisor Sorenson asked that we review and remove construction items left at the cemetery
including the address sign across the street. He stated he appreciated General Superintendent Bill
DeYoung’s timely response to service issues. Additionally, he would like to see more done with dead
trees in the county. Managing Director Johnson reminded the Board of our roadside vegetation
management policy. Furthermore, Operations Director Bartholomew explained the brush spray
program.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint presentation, including Riverview Drive and Cemetery Drive Access
Improvements, Riverview Drive and D Avenue project and the Failed Condition Local Road Policy.
Supervisor Sorenson shared a resident had contacted him with drainage concerns from the
Rolling Meadows at 12th Street and D Avenue project. Staff answered a citizen question on the source of
funding for the D avenue project. The citizen also thanked staff for the excellent presentation that
assisted with understanding various road information and thanked staff for responding to the shoulder
issue at 17th Street and D Avenue.
Supervisor Sorenson shared we are fortunate to have the funding program for local road
projects by the RCKC, many other townships in the state do not have the same program.
Trustee Janssen inquired about the second chip seal application on roads this year. A citizen had
concerns on the C Avenue chip seal. Project Superintendent Worden said previous observations showed
the chip seal was acceptable, but he would look at it again. Trustee Vlietstra inquired about the type of
aggregate we are currently using for chip seal. Staff confirmed it was blast furnace slag.
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, September 22, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Finance
Director Ann Simmons, County Engineer Ryan Minkus and Project Superintendent Mark Worden.
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the September 8, 2015
Board meeting, September 8, 2015 Schoolcraft Township Joint meeting and September 14, 2015 Cooper Township
Joint meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$80,791.27
Vendor Account
$1,087,905.32
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to accept the Resolution from Ross Township regarding a
speed study on South Sherman Lake Drive and refer to staff for follow-up. Managing Director Johnson mentioned
we’ve had conversations with Ross Township Supervisor Paul Dykstra and it’s our understanding that South
Sherman Lake Drive is located in the Art Will Plat in which typically the speed limit in is 25 mph per the Michigan
Vehicle Code. Furthermore, this may be an issue of signage or enforcement. Commissioner Moyle asked if the 25
mph speed limit was posted. Managing Director Johnson stated there’s not a posted sign related to the speed
limit however, there is a 25mph advisory on a portion of the road. Commissioner Moyle inquired if the road is
platted could we post a 25mph sign. Managing Director Johnson advised yes and shared she would follow up with
Traffic Engineer Jim Hoekstra. Commissioner Oscarson questioned if a speed study was necessary. Managing
Director Johnson stated potentially not, however staff is reviewing for clarification.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the additional engineering services for
the East Main Safety Project from East Michigan Avenue to Nazareth Road project. Managing Director Johnson
mentioned staff worked with the City of Kalamazoo and HRC, our consultant, to define the increase cost related to
scoping changes. After reviewing with HRC and the City of Kalamazoo it meant additional costs of approximately
$7,000 to RCKC. Commissioner Oscarson and Commissioner Berkebile inquired what the additional $7,000
includes. County Engineer Minkus replied re-design efforts for the traffic signals and additional time for the rightof-way.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared both 38th Street and 42nd Street bridges were under construction with
detours posted. Schools and law enforcement agencies were notified of these closures and detours. Also, Portage
Road milling is complete and ready for Texas Under Seal trial. Project Superintendent Worden shared that Tom
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Wood from Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) had success with Texas Under Seal and
recommended we experiment with the process on a milled surface. The Under Seal along with 2 layers of asphalt
will act as a barrier for the cracks and stop the migration of water coming through the new asphalt. Managing
Director Johnson shared this process could potentially be another way of preserving our infrastructure.
Operations Director Bartholomew shared a project on Sprinkle Road had a similar type of treatment as the Texas
Under Seal, except fiber glass fibers were within the emulsion.
Managing Director Johnson thanked Commissoner Moyle, Commissioner Oscarson and Project
Superintendent Worden for a successful Texas Township Road Tour and mentioned it was a good opportunity to
show various completed road projects. Also, she and Commissioner Oscarson attended the Northern Michigan
Association of Road Commissions (NMARC) and Association of Southern Michigan Road Commissions (ASMRC)
joint conference last week. Tom Wood from MnDOT gave a presentation on a unique gravel road process they
were experimenting with by using recycled asphalt shingles mixed with gravel for preserving gravel roads.
Furthermore, tonight at 7:00 p.m. is a scheduled meeting with the residents of Deep Point Drive to discuss the
failed condition of the road. Also, the next joint township meeting will be held in Brady Township on October 6th at
6:00 p.m.
Commissioner Worthams applauded the work staff continues to do, their willingness to attend
conferences and bring back information regarding new treatments that could be utilized on roads. Also, the
Council of Governments and the Kalamazoo Chamber is having their next Legislative Listening Post on Friday,
September 25th beginning at 8:00 a.m. at the Hampton Inn to share information on the upcoming homeless millage
that will be on the November ballot. Furthermore, tonight he will meet residents on G Avenue, in Oshtemo
Township to discuss options to repair their road.
Commissioner Buchholtz inquired if both traffic signals were going to remain after the completion of the
Sprinkle Road/I-94 project. Managing Director Johnson advised yes. Commissioner Buchholtz shared the one
traffic signal is close to the round-a-bouts and is curious to see how it will perform in high traffic volume. Also, she
attended a Bike Friendly Kalamazoo meeting last week. The topic was marketing the assets we already have by
combining the efforts in the metropolitan area to promote what we have. Furthermore, new maps are available
that show trail ways, wide shoulders and traffic volumes for cyclist.
Commissioner Berkebile mentioned he attended the Region 8 Prosperity Transportation meeting held at
Metro Transit. He explained it was primarily the transit agencies from Calhoun County to Branch County to the
Lake. Furthermore, a consultant facilitated the meeting who was contracted by Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) to perform studies in each region for infrastructure and its inter connection between the
counties. Additionally, the Region 8 committee received 6 proposals on infrastructure that will be reviewed on
Friday to make recommendations for funding. Also, on November 5th at 6:00 p.m. the Kalamazoo County Michigan
Township Association will have their annual meeting at the Four Point Sheraton on Cork Street.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned the County Parks Commission discussed the Kalamazoo County Fair.
They did not exceed last year attendance due to weather, however the board is looking to enhance the
entertainment for next year. Also, at the NMARC/ASMRC conference there was a presentation from the County
Road Association Self Insurance Fund (CRASIF) obtaining authorization to change from a group fund structure to a
mutual fund. The thought is this would provide more flexibility on investments and reduces personal liability.
Commissioner Moyle thanked staff for their efforts in working with Texas Township on the Road Tour.
There were many questions and interesting conversations, including an interest in construction specifications
where he noted we were looking at 20 year old roads that are not built under the same specifications we have
today.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:38 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
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By: _______________________________, Vice Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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September 22, 2015 – Pavilion Township- Deep Point Drive- Failed Local Road Policy Meeting
A public meeting was held by the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of
Kalamazoo at the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County, 3801 E. Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan
49001 on Tuesday, September 22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the condition and options for Deep Point
Drive, Pavilion Township. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Administrative Assistant Operations Michelle Podgorski and Pavilion Township Supervisor Pat White.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
PowerPoint presentation regarding Road Commission funding, asset management, pavement rating
evaluation and rating (PASER) system, maintenance program, Failed Local Road Policy and
conditions/options for Deep Point Drive. Staff answered various questions from the residents.
Township Supervisor Pat White, explained Pavilion Township funds are limited, they do not pave
platted roads and a special assessment would be necessary. He would assist residents with the special
assessment petition and would like petitions turned into the township first.
Resident Sherry Larson asked how to obtain a Petition for a Special Assessment. She asked if any
residents present would help her circulate the petition. Resident Lyle Crawford asked if there would be
any engineering services involved in the reconstruction of Deep Point Drive if the road was paved.
Operations Director Bartholomew shared there is no engineering within the estimate, the project would
simply be addressing the road surface and water issues would not be addressed. Managing Director
Johnson addressed the timelines for the special assessment process and construction would not occur
until 2016 pending receipt of a valid petition.
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Vice Chairperson

1

__ , Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, October 6, 2015. Commissioner Oscarson called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Daniel J. Moyle
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, Finance
Director Ann Simmons, County Engineer Ryan Minkus, Project Engineer Geoff Wilson, Project Superintendent Mark
Worden, General Superintendent Bill DeYoung and Maintenance Superintendent Jim Page.
Managing Director Johnson stated there are two items to add to the agenda, Commissioner Oscarson’s
Expense Report and Commissioner Worthams’s Expense Report.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as amended.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the September 22,
2015 Board Meeting and the September 22, 2015 Pavilion Township – Deep Point Drive Meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$79,818.92
Vendor Account
$614,832.61
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve Commissioners Moyle, Oscarson,
Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz and Managing Director Johnson’s expense reports as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Several residents on 35th Street in Comstock Township shared concerns regarding the35th Street project
and property restoration. Mr. Lawrence Pauter of 4225 N. 35th Street stated the road was raised 9 inches and his
driveway is not level with the road. Also, he’s waiting for tree stumps to be ground. Mr. Rick Brown of 3914 N.
35th Street mentioned his concrete driveway was put back as asphalt and mature trees on his property were cut
down. Also, he mentioned some residents hired landscaping contractors. Mr. Dick Warner of 3850 N. 35th Street
mentioned he also lost 5-7 maple trees from his property and many stones were left. Also, they seeded right over
the stones and rain water runs into his driveway. Ms. Linda Turner of 10363 E. HJ Avenue mentioned the incline is
too steep to mow her yard. Also, a line of trees was left at the base of the hill and she can no longer use her
tractor. Furthermore, there are many rocks in her lawn and the south side of her property is not smooth, it’s
rutted and the grass is not growing. Ms. June Van Ameyden of 2391 N. 35th Street stated there’s a large drop off
and the incline is too steep to mow. Also, her lawn has many rocks, bare spots and weeds. Mr. Todd Grubb of
3883 N. 35th Street mentioned he spent $1,376 to restore his parent’s property at 3885 N. 35th Street. Also, his
driveway was concrete and is now asphalt. He would like to see his lawn restored the way it was before
construction. Project Engineer Wilson shared the project consisted of crush and shape of existing pavement and
placed a standard 3 foot paved shoulder and a 3 foot gravel shoulder. Furthermore, when you pulverize a road or
recycle the asphalt it brings the roadway up about 6 inches at the centerline which contributes to change in the
grade. Additionally, there were vertical geometry corrections that smoothed out some of the hills which improved
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the sight distance. Also, we placed a 1 on 3 side slope on the sides of the roadway which is the standard on most
projects for homeowner maintenance and is a safety standard. Additionally, the tree clear zone for this project is
15 feet from the white line. Additionally, this is our 3R standard for projects and we try to target the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT) 3R criteria. He also stated that each property owner was notified by means
of our tree removal request notification form of which trees would be removed based on the project.
Furthermore, the delivery of gravel in mid-September was pushed back until we re-evaluated lawn issues.
Additionally, he is meeting with the contractor tomorrow to look at individual lawns for further restoration.
Managing Director Johnson stated per our policy, concrete driveways are replaced with asphalt when related to
projects and is additionally part of our permit process. Furthermore, property owners were informed which trees
would be removed and reminded them that replacement trees and shrubs should not be planted in the right-ofway and reassured the residents we are working on all issues they addressed. Also, ditch lines should not be filled
and are important for drainage. Commissioner Berkebile added it’s late in the year and planting grass at this time
would not be economical for us or the homeowner and we would wait until spring to reseed.
Commissioner Worthams asked Project Engineer Wilson to explain the 3R standards. Project Engineer
Wilson shared it’s a standard that MDOT adopted and stands for restoration, resurfacing and rehabilitation of
roadways. Also, we need to target this standard in order to receive federal funding. Additionally, we applied these
standards to the 35th Street project.
Comstock Township Supervisor Nieuwenhuis requested that staff look into other options other than
planting grass. She stated residents who plant grass assume they will mow it and because of the slope they can’t
mow and there is water run-off. She inquired if there were other options of vegetation that would absorb water.
Also, she spoke with the sheriff and requested additional police patrol and inquired about speed limit signs.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned if a speed limit sign is not present than the speed limit is 55mph per the
Michigan Vehicle Code. Additionally, a speed limit sign could be placed, but it will not change driver behavior.
Commissioner Buchholtz asked if the 3 on 1 slope was verified. Project Engineer Wilson advised yes.
Commissioner Worthams requested staff keep the board informed of restoration on this project come
next spring.
Mr. William Thomas addressed the Board and proposed from East Michigan to Kings Highway be opened
for access to Kings Highway. He shared there is 7 miles of road that can’t be crossed and suggested two bridge
crossings. Also, he requested an article on strokes and heart attacks be placed in the glove box of all Road
Commission vehicles.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to accept the letter from Mr. Rickie W. Brown
regarding the 35th Street Project Restoration and refer to staff for file.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared the Non-Motorized Facilities Policy was first adopted 1/28/14 and
amended 12/16/14. As with any policy, experience with practical applications may provide for a need to consider
additional revisions. As part of our further review process, we began to consider the effects to various plat
developments which incorporate non-motorized facilities. More substantive changes in the policy are focused
primarily on edits regarding plats built by private entities, then subsequently dedicated for public use. The Board
discussed the revisions proposed, for potential approval at a subsequent Board meeting. Comstock Township
Supervisor Nieuwenhuis mentioned the next Township Supervisors meeting is October 21st and requested
potential approval of the policy at the November 3rd board meeting. She also requested a road commission
representative attend the Township Supervisors meeting to discuss the policy.
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Commissioner Berkebile stated he understands this is a revision to an existing policy, however, the
revisions need to be more defined between sidewalks and non-motorized. He referenced the revision that stated
“plats with sidewalks and non-motorized paths” and commented that many townships are requiring some sort of
off road facility in subdivisions whether it’s a sidewalk and/or non-motorized path and we need to distinguish
between those two. Furthermore, many may not have future maintenance funds and when the plats are built he
believes it becomes the property owner’s responsibility. The revision also reads “that we have the right as the
Road Commission to reject projects if there’s not a provision for future maintenance” and he commented if the
Township is requiring it through their planning commission and the road commission rejects it, we would put
developers in conflict with both townships and us. Furthermore, if the revisions were more specific on sidewalks
and non-motorized paths the policy would be clearer for the reason that most developers will put in a sidewalk,
not a non-motorized facility or walking paths because they feel the kids can use the streets.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned a non-motorized trail may not potentially be ceded to the
Township and could be an association or someone other than the municipality. Commissioner Berkebile stated
he’s not sure how those plats were originally approved and questioned whether those had maintenance
agreements for future maintenance.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned according to our construction guidelines the plans should show
sidewalks and non-motorized paths if they are in the road right-of-way.
Commissioner Berkebile stated the other issue is the revision states they have to give us a minimum of
one year advance of the transfer and questions whether that is realistic when it’s a platted subdivision. Managing
Director Johnson shared this stems back to our construction guidelines in developing new roads in terms of the
developer or association working with us on how trails or sidewalks will be maintained. Staff will review whether a
one year time line is too long or and it may need to be a case by case basis.
Commissioner Berkebile also commented on the proposed revision that states “projects already
constructed and then ceded to the jurisdiction of the RCKC must have been constructed in accordance with our
guidelines and have funding requirement.” He doesn’t think that any of them have funding requirements.
Additionally, the revision needs to have an effective date from any project this point forward.
meeting.

Managing Director Johnson stated staff will follow-up on October 21st at the Township Supervisors

Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to award the 2015 Exterior Insulation Facing System
Bid to DeLoof Construction – low bidder, meeting specifications and increase our capital outlay budget by
$4,699.61.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to award the Tree Work Bid #1 to MEDCO – low
bidder, meeting specifications for $17,250.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to award the 2015 Guardrail Installation and Repair
bid to Nashville Construction – low bidder, meeting specifications for $61,870.50.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to postpone approval of the Resolution of the
Members of County Road Association – Self Insurance Fund until the October 20th Board Meeting. Commissioner
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Buchholtz mentioned she would like more information regarding who makes these recommendations and would
like to show the Resolution to people who specialize in this type of insurance even though it’s non-binding at this
time. Commissioner Oscarson explained the presentation at the Northern Michigan Association of Road
Commissions (NMARC) and Association of Southern Michigan Road Commissions (ASMRC) conference was put on
by the Executive Director and the insurance pool is run by a board of elected road commission officials. Also, there
are advisors along with claims agents. The members of the pool have the total liability for any underfunding of
reserves and by going to the mutual fund, all mutual funds in the State of Michigan through their registration have
to contribute a certain amount of money. That money is used to support the underfunding of claims in excess of
the reserves and takes the liability away from the members of our group. Furthermore, it would open up the
ability to put a higher percentage of money in various investments.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Mr. William Thomas of 220 Chicago mentioned the guardrail at the end of his road is covered with bushes
and a couple of the post are missing. General Superintendent DeYoung stated he would see if a service request
has been submitted and check into this issue.
Managing Director Johnson mentioned “Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day” is Saturday, October 10th to
raise awareness of safety on our roadways. Also, she is scheduled to be on WKZO at 7:50 a.m. Friday to discuss it.
Furthermore, Friday at 5:00 p.m. she and Commissioner Oscarson will be awarding the winners of “Put the Brakes
on Fatalities Day” poster art coloring contest. Also, except for restoration, the last paving job for this year in
Kalamazoo Township is complete and paving is completed on Portage Road in Schoolcraft Township. Project
Superintendent Worden mentioned shoulder gravel on Portage Road is scheduled for Thursday and pavement
striping will occur next Tuesday. Managing Director Johnson mentioned she attended the KATS Policy Committee
Meeting and there was a revision to the Transportation Improvement Program Project Prioritization. There were
some changes related to points for Roads of Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) 5 and 6 primarily to
assist with agencies like the Road Commission who are doing preventive maintenance and not wait until our roads
are in a failed condition. Also, the Citizen Advisory Committee had their by-laws presented and she along with
others voted against the by-laws. The key provisions included the Executive Director evaluation and salary
recommendation was discussed as well as updates from the county transportation system. There was also a
meeting on North Street with MDOT, City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Township and the Road Commission to discuss
perceived speed issues, noise, litter, who is not stopping at stop signs and motorists cutting through the
neighborhood. Lastly, we had a meeting with Kalamazoo Township and Oshtemo Township to discuss chip seals;
what we’ve seen this year, the types of calls we are receiving related to garbage trucks, and hard turns from
vehicles which are not the result of a failed chip seal application. We also discussed chip seal experiments and
what they might look like for next year in terms of our aggregate, fog seal and emulsion. Also, Brady Township
Joint Meeting is tonight at 6:30 p.m.
Commissioner Worthams expressed his gratitude to staff for all the work in Kalamazoo Township.
Furthermore, Oshtemo Township is hosting a meeting on Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at the Township Hall, to brief
citizens on potential repair of G Avenue. Managing Director Johnson shared the Road Commission is taking a lead
role at the meeting with a prepared presentation.
Commissioner Buchholtz inquired who recommends fog seal in plats. Managing Director Johnson stated
it’s our decision to fog seal although we work with the Townships to put a plan in place and the fog seal is included
in projects. Commissioner Buchholtz mentioned she received a complaint that the emulsion did not set properly
and was picked up by shoes and car tires and inquired if a fog seal would help this issue. Operations Director
Bartholomew said the fog seal would disguise it, but not address these concerns. Furthermore the cationic
material we experiment with could potentially reduce the amount of stone removal due to the fast cure process in
the future.
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Commissioner Berkebile shared on September 25th the Chamber hosted the Legislative Listening Post with
elective officials. He stated the speakers promoted the countywide homeless millage and explained housing
vouchers could be provided through this millage. Also, the Governors Region 8 Prosperity Committee voted and
awarded two grants in the infrastructure category. One grant was awarded to the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail to
complete a segment that would have region wide impact and would complete trails from the east side of Calhoun
County to the Lake. The other grant was awarded to St. Joseph County for water trails which would promote
water activities throughout our Region. Furthermore, next year’s funding category is to be submitted by
November 1st. The Committee also had elections and Michael Evans is the Secretary Treasurer, John Start is the
Vice Chairman and the committee elected himself as the Chairman.
Commissioner Oscarson shared the County Parks Commission met last Thursday and they have funding
for the downtown portion of the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail. Also, they discussed the limitation of smoking in
county parks.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:41 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk

Chair Int’l_____
October 6, 2015 – Brady Township Joint Meeting
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Brady Township Board of Trustees was held at the Brady Township Hall, 13123 South 24th Street,
Vicksburg, Michigan, on Tuesday, October 6, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:30 p.m.
Present: Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Daniel J. Moyle
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Maintenance Superintendent Jim Page, Township Supervisor
Randy Smith, Clerk Tracy Locey, Treasurer Malia Allgaier and Trustee Lee Philport.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint presentation including the failed local road policy and reviewed chip seal
application experiments completed this year.
Township Supervisor Smith shared how pleased he is working with staff who are professional
and is thankful for the great working relationship. Additionally, he is extremely impressed with the level
of service. He also shared his appreciation for the recently installed no parking signs near the school and
the feedback/data on golf carts. Also, he shared with the recent fire authority that the Township hoped
to have additional dollars from the general fund to put toward infrastructure for a total of
approximately $150,000.
Trustee Philport invited staff to attend the South County EMS 20th Anniversary Open House on
October 17th located at 13318 N. Boulevard in Vicksburg from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk

Chair Int’l_____
October 13, 2015 – Ross Township Joint Meeting
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A joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo and the
Ross Township Board of Trustees was held at the Ross Township Hall, 12086 M-89, Richland, Michigan,
on Tuesday, October 13, 2015. The joint meeting began at 6:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: David Q. Worthams
Also present: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew,
Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Maintenance Superintendent Tim Kuker, Township Supervisor
Paul Dykstra, Clerk Monica Markillie, Treasurer Cynthia Genung, Trustee Sidney Durham, Trustee Diana
Langshaw and Trustee Jon Scott.
Following introductions, the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) staff reviewed the
joint meeting PowerPoint presentation including the failed local road policy, chip seal application
experiments completed this year and reviewed the outcome of the South Sherman Lake Drive speed
study resolution request.
Managing Director Johnson asked Township Supervisor Dykstra for feedback from this year’s
projects. Township Supervisor Dykstra replied the projects were great, on time and under budget.
Staff answered citizen’s questions on how projects are selected and how special assessments
can be used to fund projects.
The meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:

, Chairperson

, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, October 20, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams
Absent: Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, County
Engineer Ryan Minkus, and General Superintendent Bill DeYoung.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the amended minutes from the October
6, 2015 Board Meeting, October 6, 2015 Brady Township Joint Meeting and October 13, 2015 Ross Township Joint
Meeting. Commissioner Oscarson’s amendment to the Board meeting minutes included in the first paragraph
Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. It was corrected to read Commissioner Oscarson
called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Also, Commissioner Worthams amendment to the Board meeting
minutes included on page 3, for clarity it should read the Board members discussed the Resolution of the Members
of County Road Association Self-Insurance Fund.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$80,737.34
Vendor Account
$1,147,044.55
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the Resolution of the Members of
County Road Association Self-Insurance Fund for Chairman’s signature.
Commissioner Worthams thanked Commissioner Buchholtz for the research she did on this issue.
RESOLUTION OF THE MEMBERS
OF
COUNTY ROAD ASSOCIATION SELF-INSURANCE FUND
WHEREAS, the undersigned is a member in good standing of County Road Association Self-Insurance
Fund, or CRASIF.
WHEREAS, the undersigned Member is aware that the Board of Trustees of CRASIF is working to convert
CRASIF from a self-insurers’ fund governed under the Worker’s Disability Compensation Act of 1969 into a mutual
insurance company governed under the Michigan Insurance Code, referred to below as the Conversion, and is
recommending that CRASIF proceed with the Conversion.
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has requested that CRASIF members act on a resolution to provide a
preliminary indication to the Board of Trustees of the members’ willingness to move forward with the proposed
Conversion.
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WHEREAS, the undersigned Member wishes to support the efforts of the Board of Trustees to implement
the Conversion by approving the following non-binding resolution.
THEREFORE, IT IS:
RESOLVED, that the undersigned Member supports the efforts of the Board of Trustees to implement the
Conversion, and currently intends to vote in favor of the Conversion when proposed to CRASIF’s members for final
approval and, if the Conversion is completed, to apply for a worker’s compensation insurance policy written by
CRASIF that would become effective July 1, 2016.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Managing Director Johnson shared that a right-of-way permit/driveway application for 6685 UV Avenue
was received. As with all permit applications, staff completes field reviews to ensure the driveway request meet
our RCKC policy. The RCKC Driveway Policy, Section IV, Sight Distance Requirements, states that the minimum
unobstructed sight distance for a posted speed limit of 45 mph is 360-feet as measured from the centerline of the
driveway along the centerline of the roadway. Furthermore, this permit application does not meet our sight
distance requirement to the west, the sight distance requirement to the east was easily met. After further
reviews, discussions, research and denial of the permit, a variance was submitted.
Mr. Daryl Nisenson, owner of 6685 UV Avenue shared a picture board and mentioned the turn in question
was a 90 degree curve and shared UV Ave is a 45 mph regulated speed limit. Furthermore, in both directions
coming into the turn the advisory speed limit is 20 mph. Mr. Nisenson believes the driveway permit/policy is
intended to provide guidelines for public safety, but in this instance, it’s not reasonable to take the curve at 45
mph or even 35 mph. Furthermore, the staff provided in their rebuttal there were 4 accidents in the area and
three of them were animal related leaving no opportunity to correct crashes and believes this means people are
driving relatively safe in the area and are probably conforming close to the advisory speed limit as the regulatory
speed limit. Also, coming out of the curve at 35 mph meets the sight distance requirement. Mr. Nisenson stated
the trees are mature with high branches and even with leaves the view is not obstructed. He also shared the
regulatory speed limit at this particular curve is not safe or reasonable and asked the board for an appropriate
speed for the curve that would allow him to achieve the minimum sight distance.
Mr. Pat Flanagan, Licensed Civil Engineer shared he was involved in the Hayward property for the last 1015 years. Additionally, his company was involved in the land division that created the parcels to be built on. He
also shared that he was at the site in question and drove the curve 5 or 6 times. He said in his F150 truck going
east around the outside of the curve, the fastest he could drive was 28 mph. He shared a sports car might go a
little faster but he couldn’t imagine any vehicle driving the curve at 45mph. Furthermore, he was uncomfortable at
28mph and stated it felt like his truck was going to begin sliding. Also, in his opinion a 45mph speed in relationship
to the proposed driveway request is not appropriate. Additionally, the only driveway conflict in this situation
would be cars going around the curve heading east and a vehicle leaving the proposed driveway also turning east,
could be a potential rear end collision. Furthermore, on several occasions he parked his truck in a low area where
the proposed driveway is. He watched for a vehicle to come around UV Avenue and exited the driveway when the
vehicle passed the trees where the sight distance issue is. The only obstacle in the way was a utility pole that was
further to the south and each time the car was 100-200 feet away from his vehicle. Mr. Flanagan gave each board
member a diagram that depicts the situation and showed the proposed house and driveway.
Commission Berkebile inquired how close the proposed driveway was to the east property line. Mr.
Nisenson answered they pushed the driveway far away as possible. Commissioner Berkebile inquired how the
driveway is being configured to get in and out. Mr. Nisenson stated he will have to go straight through the trees
and curve back where it’s almost an “S” to the house. Additionally, he preferred to put the driveway close to the
middle of the property, but instead pushed the driveway out to maximize the sight. Also, instead of backing out of
his driveway he will have room to turn around.
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Mr. Flanagan inquired if it was legal to back out onto county roads such as Sprinkle Road. Commissioner
Berkebile answered yes and shared this is where he struggled to reject this variance. He mentioned there are
many driveways along county roads where the sight distance was legal when the driveway was installed and now
trees have matured to where sight distance is blocked, driveways don’t have turnarounds and property owners
have to back-up into country roads. Also, the diagram gives physical distance on the road and it looks very close to
the driveway permit sight distance based on our policy. Furthermore, he would recommend to either postpone
the action on the variance until the next board meeting, additionally have staff meet Mr. Flanagan and the
property owner at the site to verify the numbers on the diagram or approve the variance. However, he would like
verification on the physical distances. He also shared he’s not in favor of denying the variance.
Commissioner Oscarson asked for staff opinion. County Engineer Minkus shared per policy the sight
distance is along the center line of the road not the center line of the lane as presented by Mr. Flanagan.
Furthermore, the property owner had a stake at the driveway location, however it was not labeled the centerline
edge of the driveway. Also, the drawings submitted with the permit gave no dimensions from the edge of the
property. Commissioner Moyle asked Mr. VanDyke if he was familiar with the stake and inquired if it’s on the right
side or the center. Mr. VanDyke shared typically it’s the center and it could easily be moved to the east.
Furthermore, he thought it needed to be at least 10 feet off the east property line in order to meet the minimums
on the driveway. Also, he shared if the stake was 12-16 feet east it would represent the west edge of the
driveway.
Commissioner Moyle asked if the variance was granted what would prevent the property owner from
planting something in the line of sight in the future. Managing Director Johnson shared Township requirements
for building is up to the Township and we have no control over landscaping and vegetation on personal property
however, we could address road right-of-way issues. Mr. Flanagan inquired if the Road Commission would
consider requiring a deed restriction on this property regarding no plantings in the sight distance area.
Commissioner Oscarson shared there are too many unknowns and we don’t know exactly know where
the driveway is located. Furthermore, the sight distance is not an issue west bound, it’s more eastbound.
Commissioner Oscarson stated he would like further verification of where the driveway is. Commissioner Moyle
mentioned in fairness to everyone he thought this variance should be postponed in order for staff to review the
new information received.
Managing Director Johnson asked if there was any point on the property that sight distance could be
obtained. County Engineer Minkus answered not per our policy definition. Commissioner Berkebile mentioned if
you are using a utility pole as a portion for the reasoning of denying this variance then he believes if you look to
the east there would also be a utility pole in the sight distance. Furthermore, every driveway permit should be
denied because more than likely they all have a utility poles in the line of sight.
Commissioner Worthams shared he drives a 2014 Subaru Legacy and had no problem driving the curve in
the westbound lane at 40 mph without feeling uncomfortable. Furthermore he would hesitate on granting the
variance if a vehicle can do 40 mph. Additionally, he concurred with the other Road Commissioners to postpone a
decision to confirm the new information that was received.
Ms. Marcia Watts stated she felt there was a difference taking the curve westbound versus eastbound.
Furthermore, she believes you could travel at a higher speed going westbound because the westbound drops
down and eastbound comes up.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to postpone further consideration of this variance
requested by R. VanDyke Building for a driveway at 6685 East UV Avenue on behalf of the property owners Daryl
and Tara Nisenson until the next scheduled meeting on November 3rd. County Engineer Minkus shared staff will
coordinate with the property owner and their builder the exact location of the driveway for measurements and
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verify the 344’ in terms of measurement provided in the lanes vs the centerline. Managing Director Johnson
stated when looking at sight distance it’s not within the lane, but within the centerline of the road. Commissioner
Oscarson mentioned the aerial photography showed two lots and the handout from the engineer showed a single
lot. Ms. Tara Nisenson shared they combined the two lots.
Ms. Kim Hayward shared she drove the curve at least twice a day in the last two weeks. Additionally, she
drove the curve comfortably at 20 mph in a Dodge Ram full size truck. Furthermore, she could only go between 25
and 30 mph in her Mercedes and could not imagine anyone driving the curve at 40 mph.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Managing Director Johnson welcomed Michael Moyer, an intern from Western Michigan University
studying urban politics. Also, on Sunday, October 25th from 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm is Walkabout in the Roundabout.
She mentioned the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) thought this was a good opportunity for the
public to see the roundabouts first hand before fully opening to traffic in mid-November. She also shared the 2
remaining Joint Township meetings for this year are Oshtemo Township on October 27th at 5:30 p.m. and Alamo
Township on November 9th at 6:00 p.m.
Commissioner Berkebile shared that Regional Prosperity will be meeting the first Thursday in November
to celebrate the accomplishments from the first two years and finalize grant applications for year three.
Commissioner Oscarson shared the Township Supervisors meeting is October 21st.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:38 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, November 3, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Dennis J. Berkebile
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Operations Director
Travis Bartholomew, County Engineer Ryan Minkus and Project Superintendent Mark Worden.
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the October 20, 2015
Board Meeting as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$78,969.57
Vendor Account
$804,003.13
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to accept the Resolution from Ross Township
regarding a speed study on E D Avenue from 39th Street to 40th Street and refer to staff for follow-up.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson mentioned County Engineer Minkus met with the builder, Mr. VanDyke and
with the property owner Mr. Daryl Nisenson to verify the proposed location of the driveway on the site and to
measure the sight distance from where the line of sight for an eastbound vehicle would no longer pass behind any
trees located on the property. The distance was 341 feet when measured along the centerline of the eastbound
travel lane and 328 feet when measured along the centerline of the roadway as per our policy. Additionally, staff
completed a traffic count and speed study for this section of UV Avenue. According to the data collected, the 85th
percentile speed for both directions of UV Avenue in the curve is just under 30 mph. Also, drivers were not driving
a speed as noted on the advisory sign through the curve at 20 mph.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to deny the variance request by R. VanDyke
Building for a driveway at 6685 East UV Avenue on behalf of the property owners Mr. Daryl and Tara Nisenson to
allow a driveway installation with substandard sight distance.
Commissioner Buchholtz stated site distance is required at various speed limits. The posted speed is
45mph around the curve and measured at 30 mph. She also shared her attorney friend mentioned a deed
restriction prohibiting landscaping could be an option.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned site distances were established by the American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). Furthermore, there’s no room to disregard these standards and it
would open up a liability issue and set a precedence. Commissioner Buchholtz inquired if AASHTO addresses
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issues in regards to a curve. Commissioner Moyle shared AASHTO refers to posted speed limits not recommended
speed limits.
Commissioner Worthams mentioned he spent time on this curve and proposed driveway to try and justify
granting a variance and couldn’t find a way to work it out. Commissioner Moyle stated he was at the property
several times and tried to think of way to change the policy to allow approval for the variance and couldn’t find
anything to support either.
Ms. Tara Niesenson thanked the board for their time and consideration and reminded them that
Commissioner Berkebile was not in favor of denying the variance. She also stated the posted speed is not
reasonable for the curve and the variance is not a safety issue.
Mr. Pat Flanagan, Licensed Civil Engineer shared a diagram with the board members and mentioned he
revisited the site. He shared there was very little potential for a collision and the posted speed limit was irrelevant.
He also stated a driveway turnaround requirement or a deed restriction for vegetation were options.
Furthermore, if the variance was not granted the parcels would not be buildable. Ms. Niesenson stated she was
planning on a driveway turnaround and was willing to sign a deed restriction.
Commissioner Buchholtz mentioned if this was an area of 40 mph the conditions would have been met
and stated there’s a problem with the process. Also, this would not set a precedence that would do us harm if the
variance was approved. Managing Director Johnson shared when Brady Township approved the land splits there
was no guarantee of a building permit.
Commissioner Worthams inquired who enforces deed restrictions and would the Road Commission have
the ability to enforce the restrictions. Commissioner Buchholtz stated this question was not asked to her attorney
friend. Managing Director asked if the deed restriction would be with the RCKC then we would have to enforce it.
Commissioner Oscarson mentioned to the property owner to obtain an easement from the east corner
parcel. Commissioner Worthams stated this would address much of this variance issue and urged the property
owners to look into the easement and then return to a future board meeting. Managing Director Johnson shared if
an additional 32 feet for site distance was met the owners can proceed by permit process and would not need to
return to a Board meeting.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams
Nay: Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the revised Non-motorized Facilities
Policy. Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson thanked Commissioner Moyle for attending the October 25th event,
Walkabout the Roundabout and stated the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) anticipates opening
the Sprinkle Road ramps in mid-November. She also thanked staff for the great presentation on the all employee
Safety Day held on October 30th. Also, the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) is accepting public
comments on the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Non-motorized Element until December 1st and the
Citizen Advisory Committee is accepting applications for members until November 9th. Also, the last 2015 Joint
Township Meeting is scheduled for November 9th at 6:00 p.m. in Alamo Township and the Kalamazoo County
Board Joint Meeting will be held at RCKC on November 17th at 2:00 p.m.
Commissioner Worthams shared at 3:02p.m. Michigan Senate passed a road funding bill that would
transfer $600 million in general fund dollars to the roads. Also, the bill consisted of a 20% increase in vehicle
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registration and a 26.3% fuel tax increase beginning January 1, 2017. Furthermore, by 2021 the plan would
increase transportation funding by $1.2 billion.
Commissioner Buchholtz shared that she attended Bike Friendly Kalamazoo where discussion took place
to potentially form a 501c3. She also inquired how many of our active plat developments are site condominiums.
Managing Director Johnson stated there are 6 active plat developments, 3 are site condominiums and the other 3
are neighborhood plats.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:01 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The work session of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at the
Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on Tuesday,
November 3, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 4:18 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, David Q. Worthams (left at approximately 5:30 p.m), Deb
Buchholtz (left at approximately 5:30 p.m.)
Absent: Dennis J. Berkebile
Finance Director Simmons reviewed the draft 2016 budget noting two issues to be corrected. The first
issue being the fund balance was incorrectly calculated as a percent of the Michigan Transportation Funds (MTF)
vs. the correct calculation of unassigned fund balance as a percent of MTF. Therefore, the fund balance as
corrected is 31% for 2016 and 22% for 2017 and does not meet our goal of 40%. Also, road department wages are
to be corrected to be estimated at 2% (2016) and 2 ½ (2017) %, as presently provided these are reversed.
Operations Director Bartholomew reviewed the budget for maintenance operations and capital outlay
items. Also, as the winter maintenance budget items were reviewed he updated the Board on the winter
maintenance 2016 program.
The draft 2016 – 2020 Primary Road Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) was reviewed noting the chip seal
adjustments, condition of restricted primary roads, non-motorized facility projects, changes expected for Stadium
Drive and Sprinkle Road based on the condition of Sprinkle Road and the additional 28th Street project.
Commissioner Worthams asked what the traffic counts were for 28th Street and pavement surface evaluation and
rating (PASER). Staff shared traffic counts and shared 28th Street had a PASER rating of 2. Feedback was received
from Richland Township for 28th Street as a priority project at our joint meeting. Over the years the project has
shifted as there is no additional funding source and design engineering was necessary.
Staff reviewed the suggested fee schedule changes and discussed decreasing some fees and applying
additional charges in other areas, due to additional staff time and resources. Also, costs of plat projects were
reviewed and discussed. Staff mentioned receiving numerous requests for reviews before receipt of an official
application and reiterated the importance of an application first in order to manage staff demands and time. Staff
shared the importance of customer service, however it must be managed and expenses charged accordingly.
Commissioner Oscarson suggested applying an hourly rate and any additional expenses when expenses exceed the
initial time allocated. Staff expressed concerns on tracking these costs internally, however would review further.
Also, new fees were proposed for consideration in regards to variance requests, speed and traffic studies.
Feedback was to add a fee for variance requests at this time.
The status of RCKC construction guidelines proposed revisions was reviewed and staff recognized
additional time was needed to complete a thorough revisions. Commissioner Oscarson suggested a consultant to
assist for feedback.
The draft 2016 organization goals were reviewed. Feedback included internal safety to concentrate on
the modification factor of below “1” by July 1, 2019. Also, external safety to concentrate on seeking safety
program projects in place of measurement of fatalities. The service request response goal of 20 days was further
explained, based on the amount of service requests anticipated as a new mechanism will be introduced to receive
and respond to service requests accordingly. We anticipate the number of service requests to continue to rise and
therefore the response goal adjusted accordingly.
Commissioner Moyle shared he appreciates the collaborative efforts we completed in 2015 and the
PASER rating contracted service which saved time for staff.
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The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The joint meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, November 17, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Operations Director
Travis Bartholomew, Project Superintendent Mark Worden, Kalamazoo County Commissioner John Taylor,
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Michael Seals, Kalamazoo County Commissioner Julie Rogers, Kalamazoo County
Commissioner John Gisler, Kalamazoo County Commissioner Dale Shugars, Kalamazoo County Commissioner Scott
McGraw, Kalamazoo County Commissioner Larry Provancher and Interim County Administrator John Faul.
Commissioner Molye welcomed the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners and thanked them for
attending the joint meeting.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to accept the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Mr. Jim Ferner of Kalamazoo mentioned the paradigm/system is not operating to current practices. He
also mentioned the population has changed and stated some roads will need to revert back to gravel due to lack of
funds. He also mentioned residents are not heard and asked for consideration for cut through traffic.
Managing Director Johnson welcomed the Kalamazoo County Commissioners to the joint meeting and
reviewed the Road Funding Package Governor Snyder signed on November 10th.
Kalamazoo County Board Commissioner Gisler commented that nothing was mentioned to prevent
further deterioration of the roads. Managing Director Johnson shared we need to find a way to manage the road
system and continue asset management. Furthermore, the figure needed for roads released last year 2.2 billion.
Commissioner Buchholtz stated another issue was the competition of Road Commissions including engineers.
Commissioner Worthams mentioned the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) had a meeting with
members of road commission industries to inform them to have engineering plans ready for this funding.
Kalamazoo County Commissioner McGraw inquired about the amount of debt accumulation for the
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). Managing Director Johnson shared the County Road Association
(CRA) has inquired and haven’t received an amount or when the debt would be completed, also they’ve
refinanced. Commissioner Worthams mentioned most are Michigan Transportation Funds (MTF) bonds and the
State is at 18% of cap. Commissioner Berkebile shared according to Public Act 51 local roads can be funded up to
50% by the Road Commission and if funds our increased to the local road program by RCKC they would still need to
be matched. If the Township cannot match the funds the Road Commission could use the fund for primary
projects.
Mr. Ferner inquired about the dollar amount spent on bike lanes and asked why engineers are even
needed for roads that are constructed. Commissioner Moyle stated many roads need to be redesigned for
construction and drainage issues. Commissioner Oscarson shared most of the engineering has to do with
drainage. He also shared that he struggles with educating residents regarding the road package since the funds are
not available. Commissioner Worthams also mentioned the United Stated Department of Transportation (USDOT)
engineers have to sign off on Federal aid projects. Managing Director Johnson shared with Mr. Ferner that Public
Act 51 has figures related to the non-motorized requirement.
Managing Director Johnson reviewed 2015 Local and Primary Road Projects by Township and mentioned
the overall estimated amount was $17,611,320 and 163 total miles. Furthermore, Kalamazoo Township passed a
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9.75 million bond proposal and a 3 year preventative road maintenance plan. Additionally, a meeting is scheduled
for November 23rd at 7:30 pm in Kalamazoo Township to review the plan. Kalamazoo County Commissioner
Rogers applauded the partnership with Kalamazoo Township and mentioned citizen participation was good. Also,
the residents in the Westwood area of Kalamazoo Township are happy especially with drainage. Managing
Director Johnson shared meetings with Townships and residents will continue in 2016. Kalamazoo County
Commissioner Seals mentioned he received several calls regarding lighting on Sprinkle Road and I-94 roundabouts
and heard lighting would not be installed until next spring. He shared it’s very dark and there potentially could be
serious issued because of the lighting. Managing Director Johnson stated she had shared the lighting concerns
with MDOT and they are working on it.
Managing Director Johnson shared recent speed study requests received from Townships. Furthermore,
the Townships understand the speed could be increased, reduced or remain the same. She also reviewed the 85th
percentile speed limit criteria. Kalamazoo County Commissioner Gisler inquired if state police presentations will
be offered in 2016. Managing Director Johnson stated we have educational sessions every year and based on
interest we could have it again. Commissioner Gisler mentioned he found the session beneficial and the 85%
made sense. Kalamazoo County Commissioner Shugars shared he didn’t agree with the policy that the state
initiated on setting speeds. He also inquired if a traffic signal will be installed at Q Avenue and 10th Street in Texas
Township. Managing Director Johnson shared the design is scheduled for 2016 and traffic signal construction in
2018. Kalamazoo County Commissioner Shugars challenged everyone to consider a collaboration and consolidated
road service like Jackson and Calhoun County and to listen to citizens. Commissioner Worthams shared Governor
Engler had proposed a consolidated road service called Build Michigan One Program and mentioned we should
revisit this issue. Kalamazoo County Commissioner Taylor mentioned the Blue Ribbon Consolidation and stated
consolidation saves money. Managing Director Johnson shared some of RCKC collaborative efforts.
Managing Director Johnson reviewed Encroachments in the Right-of-Way and mentioned mailboxes are
part of our guidelines and as time allows we address these mailbox issues while being proactive as possible.
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Rogers said she understood and mentioned Oshtemo and Kalamazoo Township
appreciate any education to help resolve problems at a developer level. Also, zoning and planning commissions
should not be approving construction at the Township level if there not conforming to our policy. Commissioner
Moyle shared the cost to remove brick mailboxes to reconstruct roads is expensive and the financial end concerns
him. Kalamazoo County Shugars mentioned we need to continue to educate regarding these issues.
Kalamazoo County Commissioner Rogers shared a local sign ordinance passed in Oshtemo Township and
there were rumors of litigation. She anticipates dialogue before legal involvement. She also mentioned the
residents in the Driftwood area were requesting a neighborhood watch sign and hoped they could install the sign
in an appropriate location before lawyers are involved. Commissioner Moyle stated we have many requests for
signs in the right-of-way and if it’s not in the manual we deny the request. Kalamazoo County Commissioner
Rogers mentioned a manual is not a reason for denial. Managing Director Johnson shared she didn’t understand
some of the language in the ordinance and will follow-up with Oshtemo Township. However, the RCKC was not
giving an opportunity to comment on the ordinance. Kalamazoo County Commissioner Taylor shared to please
reach out to the Kalamazoo County Commissioners if anything is needed.
Commissioner Moyle thanked everyone for attending.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:04 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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he regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, November 17, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:07 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna I. Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Operations Director
Travis Bartholomew, County Engineer Ryan Minkus, Project Engineer Geoff Wilson and Project Superintendent
Mark Worden.
Managing Director Johnson stated there was one item to add to the agenda under New Business, Item I,
Request approval of the Regional Prosperity Region Support Resolution.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as amended.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the November 3, 2015
Board Meeting and the November 3, 2015 Board Work Session as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$158,754.38
Vendor Account
$691,627.10
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Ann Nieuwenhuis, Comstock Township Supervisor shared residents have inquired when lighting will be
installed at the Sprinkle Road roundabouts. She understands the lighting will not be installed until next spring and
informed the Board that it’s difficult to see at night especially in the rain. Additionally, she stated residents had
questions regarding the roundabout road markings. Also, she shared the Township plans to include a full page
flyer with tax bill mailings to address these issues along with website postings including the “You Tube”
roundabout video in order to educate the public. Commissioner Moyle shared both the Board and MDOT were
aware of the lighting issues. Managing Director Johnson shared staff has posted videos and roundabout
information to our Facebook page and is also planning to put together a roundabout brochure to educate and keep
the public informed.
Marsha Drouin, Richland Township Treasurer thanked Managing Director Johnson for assisting in
resolving the issue on the natural beauty road and thanked the Board for including 28th Street in the CIP.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to open the public hearing for the 2016 Draft
Budget, 2016 -2020 Draft Primary Road Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and the Draft Fee Schedule.
Comstock Supervisor Nieuwenhuis thanked the Board and staff for their hard work in preparing the
budget. Additionally, she shared that Project Supervisor Worden did an incredible job in figuring how to spread
the project dollars for her Township. Managing Director Johnson mentioned 1.2 million in local road participation
funds was slated in the 2016 budget.
Managing Director Johnson reviewed the 2016-2020 CIP and shared it was built from a variety of
feedback. She also mentioned revenue would not begin from the road funding bill until mid-2017.
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Commissioner Buchholtz asked that we provide an update on the new chip seal application concept.
Operations Director Bartholomew shared we’re looking to advance the primary road chip seal program and will
apply the first treatment of chip seal in year two after the hot mix asphalt (HMA) is in place. Furthermore, the idea
is to protect the surface before it deteriorates and to eliminate some crack fill. Comstock Township Supervisor
Nieuwenhuis shared they were looking to install a television in the Township lobby and possibly the library for the
public to view road projects such as the chip seal program. She mentioned another option to inform the public is
to participate in a segment on Public Media Network’s Round Table. She also shared that chip seal in
neighborhoods is incredibly innovative with the different aggregates, emulsion and fog seal. Furthermore it shows
innovation that residents’ concerns are heard. Commissioner Buchholtz inquired how we measure if the program
works. Operations Director Bartholomew explained there’s a baseline from what was completed in the past. With
the new program the amount of emulsion would be reduced resulting in cost savings. Also, the conditions of the
roads would be closely monitored to determine when chip seal should be applied in the future.
Managing Director Johnson reviewed the permit application fees and shared many of the fees were
reduced. Commissioner Buchholtz commended staff for their work analyzing and targeting where fees should be
set.
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to close the public hearing at 3:25 p.m.
year.

Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the proposed Budget for 2016 fiscal
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz

Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the 2016-2020 Primary Road CIP as
presented. Commissioner Worthams complimented staff for there was discussion in the work group as to where
funds could be found to ensure the fund balance was at the appropriate level.
Carried by the following vote.
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Due to a possible conflict, Commissioner Berkebile abstained from voting on the Revised Fee Schedule
since several of the fees impact his employer. Managing Director Johnson asked Commissioner Buchholtz to point
out the typo in the fee schedule to be corrected. Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve
the Revised Fee Schedule effective January 1, 2016 with the correction.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Worthams, Buchholtz
Abstained: Berkebile
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to award the Countywide Tree Work Bid#2, to
CHOP – low bidder, meeting specifications. Managing Director Johnson mentioned the tree brochure will be
updated to include information on issues regarding the Northern Long Eared Bat and the Indiana Bat as to when
trees can be cut which is primarily October through April.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the final design plan for the 42nd Street –
North Y Avenue to W Avenue Improvements Project for the Board’s and Managing Director’s signatures on the
construction plan cover sheet as well as the permanent and temporary easements necessary for the project.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
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Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the final design plans for the 9th Street
from I-94 north to Meridian Avenue project for the Board and Managing Director’s signatures on the construction
plan cover sheet. Commissioner Buchholtz inquired what would this entail by supporting this now for changes
later in regards to non-motorized in Oshtemo Township. Managing Director Johnson shared Oshtemo Township
has been included in all discussions related to this project. Furthermore, the project is within the current road
footprint, not outside the right-of way. Project Superintendent Worden shared Oshtemo Township was included
in all meetings with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) through the process and understands we
are ready for final approval. County Engineer Minkus added Oshtemo Township was still going through conceptual
design and understood they may not get everything within our project.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared outlined in our Capital Outlay section of the amended 2015 Budget was a
purchaseforarubber – tired roller that is utilized with our chip seal program and gravel road maintenance, compacting loose
gravel behind our graders. Additional pneumatic tired rollers have been rented periodically from other road agencies and
vendors to assist as a vital part of our chip seal program. We researched and determined the most cost effective option
would be to consider a customized attachment/extension. Operations Director Bartholomew explained the rubber
tired roller is an 8 wheel roller, 4 in the front and 4 in the back that are offset. He mentioned you could back the
roller into the attachment to easily roll forward and backwards. Commissioner Buchholtz inquired what if this
didn’t work. Operations Director Bartholomew shared we would buy a third roller unit for the attachment to
attach on the next grader. Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the purchase of a
2015 Hamm GRW 280i-15 pneumatic, rubber tired roller including custom fabrication/installation of wheel
extensions from AIS Construction Equipment Corporation, through the MIDEAL purchasing program and the
purchase of a custom built pneumatic rubber-tired roller attachment from Handy Hitch Manufacturing Inc. – based
on a sole source purchase.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Managing Director requested two minor changes in the 2016 Organizational Goals. The first change was
in Personnel Assets. It currently reads all field employees have not been trained and certified in multiple
equipment. It should read all field employees have not been trained “on” multiple equipment. The second change
was to remove the word “primary” under bridges to read currently 5 of 61 bridges are classified as structurally
deficient on the road network.
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the 2016 Organizational Goals.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile shared the Region 8 Prosperity Region Initiative team is currently in the process
of writing grant applications to request funds for 2016 from the State of Michigan. Furthermore, part of the grant
application includes a request of all partners including RCKC to provide support with a Resolution that the Region 8
is asking for funding to move the Region 8 forward. He also mentioned the grant application is due the beginning
of December.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to ask staff to use KATS Resolution as a template to
support the funding request by the Region 8 Prosperity Region Initiative to move their process forward and have
working dollars for 2016 and resolve the Board supports the Region 8 Prosperity Region grant submission.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Comstock Township Supervisor Nieuwenhuis shared a number of townships received Stormwater, Asset
Management and Wastewater (SAW) grants from the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) in regards to
water, sewer and infrastructure. Furthermore, they’ve been sending down video cameras into sewer pipes to
show where immediate repair/replacement was needed. She asked the Board for assistance to encourage others
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particularly with waste water to think about where we need infrastructure. She also complimented County
Engineer Minkus who assisted in finding funds for N Avenue and mentioned we should speak with the state
legislature to find money not only for road funding, but also infrastructure.
Managing Director Johnson shared we are now accepting credit card payment on line for right-of-way
driveway permits and foresees to begin accepting credit card payments on all other permits in the future. She also
thanked those who allowed her to be part of the road signing event in Lansing on November 10th. She shared it
was honor to be there on behalf of the Transportation Asset Management Council (TAMC), County Road
Association (CRA) and the Road Commission.
Commissioner Buchholtz was part of a presentation at the Bike Friendly Kalamazoo meeting that included
the City of Portage, Oshtemo Township and the Road Commission. She shared the presentation was in regards to
the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) draft of the Non-Motorized Plan that discussed signage along
bike routes and devices used where people are riding. She also shared public comments were due by December
1st for the plan.
Commissioner Berkebile thanked the board for the Resolution on behalf of the Region 8 committee. He
also shared the committee was in the process of creating a 2016 grant application. Furthermore, the committee is
expanding and adding private industry partners.
Commissioner Oscarson shared the Parks Commission met on November 5th and discussed the Markin
Glen House. The Garden Club meets there and it’s not handicap accessible, and does not have fire protection so
the Garden Club was asked to contribute $70,000 for improvements. He also mentioned the Parks Commission is
still collecting park passes for 2015.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:59 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, December 1, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams, Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Finance Director Ann Simmons, Operations Director Travis Bartholomew, County Engineer
Ryan Minkus and Project Superintendent Mark Worden.
Commissioner Moyle stated there was one item to add to the agenda under New Business, Item C,
Request approval of Employee Health Insurance.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as amended.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson requested a correction to the November 17th Board meeting minutes to the
portion where he commented on the November 5th Parks Commission meeting. He stated the Garden Club meets
at the Markin Glen House and the house itself is not handicap accessible and does not have fire protection, so the
Garden Club was asked to contribute $70,000. Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve
the November 17, 2015 Joint Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners meeting minutes and the November 17,
2015 Board Meeting minutes as amended.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$ 86,533.74
Vendor Account
$205,382.44
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) Memorandum of Understanding 2015-0384 Jurisdictional Transfer – Sprinkle Road I-94
Interchange for Chairman’s signature. Commissioner Buchholtz stated the Memorandum mentioned winter
maintenance and inquired if MDOT was responsible for winter maintenance in the section outlined. Operations
Director Bartholomew explained prior to this jurisdictional change the RCKC maintained from bridge approach to
bridge approach and performed winter maintenance over the overpass. Now, this extends those limits and
becomes a state trunk line which is totally under MDOT’s jurisdiction. Furthermore, the RCKC will assist with
winter operations and coordinate with MDOT staff even though it’s MDOT’s responsibility.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Non-motorized Facilities Applications
and Agreements for Stadium Drive from Quail Run Drive to 11th Street (call for projects for the funding year 2018)
and Atlantic Avenue from 9th Street to Parkview (call for funding projects for the funding year 2020), Oshtemo
Township for Chairman’s signature and direct staff to submit to the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS)
for consideration for the Regional Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 2018-2020. Commissioner Berkebile
questioned if the Board was acting only as fiduciaries to file the agreements on behalf of Oshtemo Township.
Commissioner Moyle answered yes. Project Superintendent Worden added because we are the Public Act (PA)
51 Agency the process for Oshtemo Township to submit applications to KATS is through the RCKC.
Carried by the following vote:
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Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the Employee Health Insurance Coverage
of the Blue Care Network Health Maintenance Organization (HMO) Gold 2000 plan with a Health Reimbursement
Account (HRA), and PA 152 compliance utilizing the hard cap premium share option for the calendar year 2016.
Finance Director Simmons shared after receiving notice of Consumers Mutual Insurance (CMI) no longer existing,
staff met with two insurance administrators and received quotes for various health insurance options.
Furthermore, several health insurance carriers, union group and legal counsel reviewed and discussed each
available option. This recommended plan would be less intrusive for employees as well as financially beneficial to
the organization. Commissioner Berkebile clarified the actual cost to the RCKC would increase approximately 10%.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams, Buchholtz
Commissioner Worthams shared the Council of Governments (COG) sent a survey to both elected officials
and associate members to determine best ways to determine time and date for a program for next year.
Furthermore, their looking for specific issues that the members would like to address. He mentioned the survey is
due tomorrow and he submitted a response on behalf of the RCKC.
Commissioner Buchholtz shared she would not be in attendance for the December 29th Board meeting.
She also mentioned she received from staff information on the draft KATS 2045 plan Non-motorized element and
requested a printed copy of the maps to familiarize herself with any concerns.
Commissioner Berkebile shared the Regional Prosperity Initiative2016 grant application was due today.
He understands the application was submitted and will confirm the submission at Thursday’s meeting. Also, he
attended yesterday’s I-94 Corridor Final Report study following the January 9, 2015 accident meeting and shared
the road construction design was not the fault of the January 2015 accident. Furthermore, driver behavior caused
the majority of accidents and there were no creative ideas to improve winter driving for motorists. He also shared
I-94 in Van Buren County was the worst for winter accidents. He mentioned in addition to the PowerPoint
Managing Director Johnson shared, he obtained a complete copy of the final report from Senator Margaret
O’Brien’s Chief of Staff and would send to Board Members electronically upon request.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:17 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, December 15, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: David Q. Worthams
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Operations Director
Travis Bartholomew, County Engineer Ryan Minkus, Project Engineer Geoff Wilson, Project Superintendent Mark
Worden and Traffic Engineer Jim Hoekstra.
Commissioner Moyle requested the following three (3) items be moved to the December 29th Board
meeting agenda.
G. Establish 2016 Board Chairman and Vice Chairman
H. Request approval of the 2016 Board Meeting schedule
I. Establish 2016 Committee/Township representation for Board Members
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the amended agenda with the deletion of
Items G, H and I under new business.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the December 1, 2015 Board Meeting
minutes as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$ 78,769.44
Vendor Account
$185,628.35
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the Preliminary Plat of Rose Arbor #4
located in Section 1 of Texas Township.
Project Engineer Wilson stated the street names are preliminary and
will be approved with construction drawing approval. Commissioner Oscarson inquired for future reference if the
cul-de-sac will be paved or remain gravel. Project Engineer Wilson stated it could only be temporary for two years
before they would have to pave it. Pat Flanagan, Licensed Civil Engineer stated the intent is to pave the cul-de-sac.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to accept the warranty deed, drainage agreement,
temporary turnaround easements and intersection right-of-way (ROW) easements for Vineyard Parkway, located
in section 23 of Texas Township.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the Non-motorized Facilities applications
and agreements for Sunnyside Drive from East Main Street to M-43 (Gull Road); Nazareth Road from East Main
Street to M-43 (Gull Road); Brook Drive from M-43 (Gull Road to Spring Valley Park Drive, Kalamazoo Township and
direct staff to submit to the KATS for consideration for the regional Transportation Alternatives Program 20182020 call for projects. Commissioner Buchholtz mentioned sidewalks are not typically paid with road money and
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inquired how often these types of projects get funded. Managing Director Johnson shared there is federal funding
related to non-motorized transportation and it depends on the other projects that have been submitted.
Furthermore, these are on the local road network and we potentially have 6 applications competing for $243,000
for sidewalks. Additionally, you typically see requests for funding more non-motorized paths than sidewalks.
County Engineer Minkus shared sidewalks can be used for Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Funds. He
explained that 2 six foot sidewalks on both sides of the road are deemed as one way paths. He also shared there is
not a prioritization process currently for TAP project selection.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve Michigan State Police (MSP) Traffic
Control Order (TCO) #S 39-44-15 of 50 MPH for Q Avenue from Finnagen Drive to a point one thousand (1,000)
feet east of Interlochen Street and 45 MPH from a point one thousand (1,000) feet east of Interlochen Street to
Percheron Street, for Managing Director’s signature.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to approve TCO# 1641 that Vineyard Parkway STOP
for Q Avenue, TCOs #1642, 1643, 1644 and 1645 associated with Prairie Edge Estates No. 3 plat, Schoolcraft
Township and TCO #1640 for the installation of a STOP on Rockwood Drive at Winding Way, for Managing
Director’s signature. Commissioner Berkebile inquired if there is currently a stop sign at Vineyard Parkway.
Project Engineer Wilson shared Vineyard Parkway has been operating as a private road. Furthermore, if a stop sign
was there, it would be removed and given to the developer as we install our stop sign for public roads.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared RCKC received a petition from landowners of Deep Point Drive for cold
milling and hot mix asphalt (HMA) Paving to the roadway. The special assessment district is for Deep Point Drive - Portage
City Limits to 375’ east of Long Lake Drive west as shown in the attached diagram in Pavilion Township. The estimated
cost of the project is $58,238.00 which includes advertising and mailing costs. The petition was reviewed by RCKC staff and
was found to be valid according to Public Act (PA) 246, as it contains the signatures of land owners representing more than 51
percent of the lineal frontage of land included in the special assessment district. Staff also verified that in the special
assessment district, more than 75 percent of the lands fronting the roadway are subdivided into parcels having frontage of
not more than 300 feet. According to Pavilion Township, owners of lots are to be assessed per parcel. Pavilion Township
“At Large” contribution to the project is $1,747.37 (3%), and the special assessment is to be $1,152.87 per parcel, based
upon the RCKC estimate. RCKC is crediting the cost of pulverizing (although cold milling) to the project in the sum of
$3,315.00. The special assessment will be adjusted upon the receipt of bids to reflect the awarded bid price. According to
the PA 246 the special assessment may increase by no more than 10 percent. Staff has worked with Pavilion Township and
residents with this process. Pavilion Township has requested the declaration of necessity public hearing be held at RCKC.
Commissioner Buchholtz moved and it was seconded to accept the special assessment petition and the Declaration
of Necessity Resolution setting the public hearing date for Tuesday, January 26th at 6:00 p.m. for Deep Point Drive
to Portage City Limits to 375’ east of Long Lake Drive, Pavilion Township according to PA 246.
RESOLUTION ON DECLARATION OF NECESSITY
WHEREAS, a certified copy of a landowner petition for improvements, was filed with this Road
Commission on December 15, 2015, said petition requesting certain highway improvements over the following
described area:
Cold Milling and HMA Paving -Deep Point Drive- Portage City Limits to 375’
East of Long Lake Drive West
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said petition being filed and submitted in accordance with the provisions of Act 246 of the Public Acts
of Michigan of 1931, as amended, and
WHEREAS, this Road Commission has caused the validity as said petition to be verified, as is required
in Section 1 of said Act 246, as amended, this Road Commission having also determined that said petition
meets the requirements and specifications as spelled out in said Act; and
WHEREAS, said Section 1 of said Act requires this Road Commission to make a declaration of necessity;
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that this Road Commission, in accordance with the provisions of
Act 246 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1931, as amended, hereby declares that proposed improvement is
necessary for the benefit of the public and the benefit of the public welfare and convenience.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that a public hearing upon this declaration of necessity shall be held the
regular meeting of Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo at the offices of the Road
Commission of Kalamazoo County, 3801 E. Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001, on the 26th day of
January 2016 , at 6:00 p.m. , for the purpose of providing the property owners affected by this proposed
improvement project to object to same and file their objection, in accordance with Section 1 of said Act 246
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Notice of this public meeting shall be given by publication, posting and
mailing, as is provided in said Act for notices on hearings.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to establish Ryan Minkus, County Engineer to fulfill
the statutory functions as Chief Engineer.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to establish Joanna Johnson, Managing Director to
fulfill the statutory functions as Clerk and Superintendent.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Buchholtz
Managing Director Johnson shared RCKC received the 2015 Project of the Year Award from American
Public Works Association (APWA) for the Kalamazoo Township and Local Infrastructure 3 Year Plan. She thanked
the team and Kalamazoo Township for a successful first year. She also mentioned road funding was passed
through the State of Michigan and at the same time the President signed a Federal Highway Bill; Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, which is a 5 year Federal Highway Bill. It does have authorization for $280
billion in spending from the Highway Trust Fund and for Transit Programs and is a fully funded 5 year bill. She also
shared she’s not sure what this means for both RCKC and Metropolitan Planning Organization of Kalamazoo Area
Transportation Study (KATS). Furthermore, she’s hoping to learn more about this bill and what it means for
Kalamazoo County at tomorrow’s KATS meeting. She mentioned the weather has helped in terms of our budget
and stated we’ve spent $720,000 less than the same time last year in terms of winter maintenance and saved on
fuel costs. She explained we are accomplishing other activities such as shoulder gravel, surface patching along
with other road maintenance. She wished everyone Happy Holidays!
Commissioner Buchholtz shared she would not attend the last meeting of this year and wanted to take
the opportunity to thank the Board members for their help and support. Additionally, she thanked staff for their
patience and knowledge that they shared with her. She stated the RCKC Board is the best Board she’s ever had the
honor of serving on because of the camaraderie, sense of teamwork and the common goals that are shared.
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Commissioner Berkebile shared the Region 8 Prosperity Region Initiative committee met December 3rd
where a plan and goals were set for 2016 pending the approval of the next grant application and also looked at
some steps that would be necessary for moving from a Tier 1 Group to a Tier 2 Organization per the State
requirements. Furthermore, six grants were awarded in 2015 and the intention is to award at least six in 2016.
Commissioner Moyle stated he understood that the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) had moved
their boundary lines and inquired if other departments had also adjusted areas. Commissioner Berkebile answered
yes and explained for Region 8 there were originally three Work Force Development Organizations and now there
are 2. The organizations are slowly coming together. Furthermore, the intention is that organizations such as
Economic Development, Work Force Development and even Education cover the 10 Regions.
Commissioner Oscarson shared the Parks Commission met on December 3rd. He mentioned the park
improvement projects budget for 2016 was not available and would be presented at the January meeting.
Furthermore, they approved the 2018 contract for the 32nd consecutive Street Rod Event that will held at the Expo
Center and Fair Grounds on September 7 through September 9th.
Commissioner Moyle thanked everyone for their hard work that has occurred in the last month.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:34 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk

December 17, 2015 – Holiday Luncheon
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A luncheon of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
Gallagher’s, 4210 Stadium Drive, Kalamazoo, Michigan on Tuesday, December 17, 2015 at 12:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Deb Buchholtz
Absent: Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Operations
Director Travis Bartholomew, General Superintendent Bill DeYoung, County Engineer Ryan Minkus and
Project Superintendent Mark Worden.
The luncheon concluded at 1:45 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By:____________________________, Chairperson ______________________, Deputy Clerk
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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo was held at
the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) office at 3801 East Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, on
Tuesday, December 29, 2015. Commissioner Moyle called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
Present: Daniel J. Moyle, Kenneth R. Oscarson, Dennis J. Berkebile, David Q. Worthams
Absent: Deb Buchholtz
Also attending: Managing Director Joanna Johnson, Finance Director Ann Simmons, Operations Director
Travis Bartholomew, County Engineer Ryan Minkus, Project Engineer Geoff Wilson, Project Superintendent Mark
Worden and General Superintendent Bill DeYoung.
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the agenda as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes from the December 15, 2015
regular Board Meeting and the December 17, 2015 Holiday Luncheon Meeting as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve the payroll and vendor accounts as
presented.
Payroll Account
$ 83,698.07
Vendor Account
$376,020.20
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve Commissioner Moyle, Commissioner
Berkebile, Commissioner Buchholtz and Managing Director Johnson’s expense reports as presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Worthams moved and it was seconded to approve and adopt the 2015 Year End and 2016
Amended Budget Resolution.
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RESOLUTION

Be it resolved, that in compliance with the Michigan Uniform Budgeting and Accounting
Act, the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo hereby approves and adopts the
following amended budget for the calendar year 2015 and 2016:
Budget Appropriations
Current Year
2013
Actual

2015
Mid-Yr Ame nd
Budge t

2014
Actual

2015 Propose d
Ye ar End Ame nde d
Budge t

Change

Through
11/30/15

%
S pent

2016
Budget

2016 Propose d
Ame nde d
Budge t

Change

Revenue
Michigan Transportation Funds
Primary Road Fund
9,994,083 10,134,316
Local Road Fund
3,156,026
3,200,310
Total Michigan Transportation Funds 13,150,109 13,334,627
Federal, State and Enhancement
1,579,693
5,224,498
State - Special Winter Maintenance
0
838,353
State - Priority Road Investment Funds
0
516,832
State General Fund - PA 252
0
605,044
State General Fund - PA 84
0
0
Township Projects
1,751,292
2,097,087
Township Special Assessments
49,445
25,866
Cities and other Governmental
13,116
80,218
Interest
1,717
6,258
Other
197,491
305,725
Total Operating Revenue 16,742,862 23,034,507

10,184,000
3,216,000
13,400,000

228,000
72,000
300,000

10,412,000
3,288,000
13,700,000

8,889,907 85.4%
10,336,000
2,807,339 85.4%
3,264,000
11,697,246 85.4% 13,600,000

0 10,336,000
0
3,264,000
0 13,600,000

1,830,700
(445,700)
0
0
0
0
606,170
0
546,200
546,664
8,066,000 (3,409,000)
50,000
(45,000)
0
8,000
3,500
0
205,000
65,000
24,707,570 (3,280,036)

1,385,000
0
0
606,170
1,092,864
4,657,000
5,000
8,000
3,500
270,000
21,727,534

1,348,215 97.3%
4,811,500
0
4,811,500
0 0.0%
0
0
0
0 0.0%
0
0
0
606,667 100.1%
0
0
0
546,664 50.0%
1,638,599 (546,199)
1,092,400
4,617,733 99.2%
5,435,000
0
5,435,000
5,006 100.1%
10,000
0
10,000
7,278 91.0%
10,000
0
10,000
3,059 87.4%
4,000
0
4,000
263,449 97.6%
220,000
0
220,000
19,095,316 87.9% 25,729,099 (546,199) 25,182,900

Expenditures
Construction & Capacity Improvements
Primary Road System
Local Road System
Total Construction/Capacity Improvements
Preservation & Structural Improvements
Primary Road System
Local Road System
Total Preservation - Structural Improvements
Routine & Preventive Maintenance
Primary Road System
Local Road System
Total Routine & Preventive Maintenance

0
0
0

0
0
0

4,232,089
8,786,958
2,758,105
3,337,033
6,990,194 12,123,992

0
0
0

6,309,578
(909,578)
7,671,000 (1,620,000)
13,980,578 (2,529,578)

5,400,000
6,051,000
11,451,000

0
0
0

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

5,234,853 96.9%
10,469,500
5,954,689 98.4%
6,755,000
11,189,542 97.7% 17,224,500

0 10,469,500
0
6,755,000
0 17,224,500

16,765,757 93.5% 25,352,000

0 25,352,000

1,381,000
587,000
300,000
2,268,000
(1,980,000)
288,000

(46,000)
52,000
(50,000)
(44,000)
140,000
96,000

1,335,000
639,000
250,000
2,224,000
(1,840,000)
384,000

1,183,346
564,069
207,189
1,954,604
(1,619,466)
335,138

0
1,452,000
0
589,000
0
350,000
0 2,391,000
0 (2,200,000)
0
191,000

Administration
873,533
993,584
1,250,000
(188,000)
Work Performed for Others
87,336
1,228,186
445,000
(272,000)
Distributive Expenditures (Unspread Fringe, OH)
0
0
0
0
Capital Outlay
1,006,642
822,852
2,887,341
(335,487)
Subtract Provision for Depreciation
(689,552)
(674,007)
(904,000)
(94,000)
Total Expenditures 15,761,629 21,335,533 25,245,938 (4,139,085)

1,062,000
173,000
0
2,551,854
(998,000)
21,106,853

945,632
162,498
(118,591)
2,326,350
(896,644)
19,520,140

8,048,096
620,681
8,668,777

8,048,096
(424,824.15)
7,623,272

1,296,534
545,832
409,841
2,252,207
(2,076,072)
176,136

88.6%
88.3%
82.9%
87.9%
88.0%
87.3%
89.0%
93.9%
######
91.2%
89.8%
92.5%

4,946,500
3,181,000
8,127,500

0
0
0

17,933,999

1,156,339
435,072
413,075
2,004,485
(2,031,487)
(27,001)

2,986,924 86.3%
2,589,291 85.7%
5,576,215 86.0%

0
0
0

21,279,597 (3,345,598)

14,510,671 18,788,783

4,017,538
3,281,482
7,299,019

0
0
0

3,462,000
3,021,000
6,482,999

Equipment
Direct Equipment Expense
Indirect Equipment Expense
Operating Expense
Total Equipment Expense
Less Equipment Rental
Net Equipment Expense

3,393,380
3,271,411
6,664,791

0
0
0

(555,538)
(260,482)
(816,020)

Total Road Expenditures

4,517,571
3,002,906
7,520,477

0
0
0

1,452,000
589,000
350,000
2,391,000
(2,200,000)
191,000

0
0
0

4,946,500
3,181,000
8,127,500

1,217,000
0
1,217,000
890,000
0
890,000
0
0
0
608,000
244,000
852,000
(1,034,000)
0
(1,034,000)
27,224,000 244,000 27,468,000

Fund Balances
Beginning Fund Balance
Change in Fund Balance
Ending Fund Balance
Unassigned Fund Balance as a % of MTF Revenue
* Budgeted 2016 Beginning Fund Balance

5,367,889
981,233
6,349,122

6,349,122
1,698,974
8,048,096

39%

52%

8,048,096
(538,368)
7,509,728

859,049
859,049

56%

*

7,869,728
(1,494,902)
6,374,826
40%

*

8,668,777
(2,285,101)
6,383,676
40%

Chair Int’l _______

December 29, 2015

Clerk Int’l _______

Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the 2015 Resolution of Roads.
RESOLUTION
Act 51, Public Act 1951 as amended, requires that each county submit an annual report to the State
Transportation Commission. By resolution the Board approves and authorizes acceptance into the county public
road system roads in the following new developments, as well as other listed roads, road extensions and
temporary turn-arounds.
New Developments
Applegate Trails Phase 3 (part of), Section 13, Texas Township Prairie Edge Estates
Phase 3, Section 5, Schoolcraft Township Vineyard Parkway, Section 23, Texas
Township
Road Extensions:
Old Cork Street, Section 30, Comstock Township, from Cork Street (previous alignment) to Cork Street - 0.57
miles west of 26th Street
Telluride Drive, Section 13, Texas Township, from 1088’ west of Hunters Ridge Drive to 1009’ west of Hunters
Ridge Drive
Prairie Edge Street, Section 5, Schoolcraft Township, from Starling Avenue to Heron Street
Heron Street, Section 5, Schoolcraft Township, from 67’ north of Starling Avenue to Prairie Edge Street
New Roads
Vineyard Parkway, Section 23, Texas Township, from 600’ south of Q Avenue to Q Avenue
Woodswallow Avenue, Section 5, Schoolcraft Township, from Prairie Edge Street to Heron Street
Temporary Turn-arounds
Vineyard Parkway, Section 23, Texas Township, from 720’ south of Q Avenue to Q Avenue
Jurisdictional Transfers
Sprinkle Road, Section 31, Comstock Township, from 0.26 miles south of E I-94 Mainline to 0.18 miles north of E
1-94 Mainline (from RCKC to MDOT)
Deletion/Removal:
Cork Street, Section 30, Comstock Township, from Sprinkle Road to 0.57 miles west of 26th Street
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the transfer of up to 30%f of our primary
road revenue to the local road fund for 2015.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Oscarson moved and it was seconded to approve the purchase of our 2016 truck
components, including installation, totaling $440,941 to place our four (4) 2016 Peterbilt trucks in service from
Truck & Trailer Specialties, Inc. through the MIDEAL purchasing program. Operations Director Bartholomew gave a
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brief PowerPoint presentation on the Swap unit included in the purchase and explained how it’s beneficial to our
organization.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded for Commissioner Moyle to continue as Chairman
and Commissioner Oscarson continue as Vice Chairman in 2016.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to approve the 2016 Board meeting schedule as
presented.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile moved and it was seconded to leave the Township Representation the same for
2016 as it was in 2015. Commissioner Moyle shared Commissioner Buchholtz was also in favor of leaving
Township Representation the same for 2016.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Commissioner Berkebile shared comments in regards to Committee Representation. He stated over the
years we have drifted away from representation where we actually had a seat at the table and have attempted to
include other committees like the Council of Governments (COG). Additionally, we need the Chairperson and
typically Vice Chairperson to be our representative’s contact with the County Board. Furthermore, some of these
committees we’ve been elected to or have chosen to attend. Whether or not they need to be assigned
committees is a decision by this Board. Furthermore, the Region 8 Prosperity is unique and if and when he decides
to leave, that group will make a decision as far as representation from transportation. Furthermore, he would have
input but there’s no guarantee that one of the remaining Commissioners on this Board would be assigned that
seat. Commissioner Moyle asked Commissioner Berkebile if he was willing to continue as the representative for
Regional Prosperity Initiative in 2016. Commissioner Berkebile replied he is the Chairman and will continue as in
2016.
Commissioner Worthams agreed with Commissioner Berkibile’s comments in regards to entities we don’t
have an official voting seat on. Furthermore, he stated the idea behind COG is to increase communication
between units of government and he’s not sure if COG in its current form is accomplishing that. Also, Kalamazoo
County Environmental Health Advisory Council (EHAC) and Kalamazoo County Board of Public Works (BPW) meet
infrequently and wondered if our approach to Committee assignments needs to change to something that
accomplishes more of a function for this organization. Commissioner Moyle inquired if the Board should take
action today or perform research first.
Commissioner Berkebile made the motion to approve the representation for the Kalamazoo County Board
of Commissioners, Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS), Kalamazoo County Parks and Recreation
Commission (Parks Commission), Kalamazoo County Environmental Health Advisory Council (EHAC) and Kalamazoo
County Board of Public Works (BPW) Representation as presented with research to verify that we are a seat as a
voting member according to the bylaws for these organizations.
Carried by the following vote:
Aye: Moyle, Oscarson, Berkebile, Worthams
Comstock Supervisor Ann Nieuwenhuis thanked the RCKC for their generous agreement in local roads
participation funds and the partnership of 50/50 as many other road commissions require greater township
contribution. She mentioned RCKC did a wonderful job on many roads and looks forward to 2016. She also
understands RCKC is changing the chip seal program and stated she would publish information in their newsletter
or have RCKC attend a Township Board Meeting to help residents understand the program and its implementation.
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Managing Director Johnson provided an overview of 2015 at the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County:
THE YEAR IN REVIEW – 2015
Here is a look back at the year in review…
• We updated 9 Board policies and adopted 1 new policy
• We updated our joint meeting presentations and continued our joint RCKC/MDOT presentation to the
County Board
• We assisted with the Texas Township Road Tour
• We provided data for the 2015 Kalamazoo Township $9.75 million dollar bond proposal and completed a
successful year one of projects, along with many other local and primary road projects
• We paved approximately 30 miles of road
• We chip sealed approximately 116 miles of road
• We experimented with chip seal applications and spent two days training our team in the classroom and
field. We completed a video for chip seal operations from these efforts.
• We had preventative maintenance treatments on 2 bridges
• We managed over 174 projects
• We were are most proud of our Portage Road project - Texas underseal
• We provided continued support of our Non-motorized Facilities Policy and projects
• We continued our asset management data collection and information – utilizing the Grand Valley Metro
Council van in 2015; #1 Road Agency in the State for PASER rating of Primary Roads; participated in a
Michigan Tech University pilot study on rating gravel roads
• We had our second Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day poster contest
• We were recognized by the American Public Works Association and Michigan Transportation Asset
Management Council for our collaboration with Kalamazoo Township infrastructure improvements
• We helped organize a variety of educational workshops including Setting Realistic Speed Limits
• We continued numerous equipment and material demos and installed our platform scale
• Completed various facilities improvements preserving our building assets
• We continued collaborative efforts including the MDOT, Drain Commissioner, Village of Vicksburg,
• Richland and Climax, City of Kalamazoo and Road Commissions in the State
• We reached out in public relation events including press releases, various presentations, and time with
Lori Moore 1/23.
• We worked our way through health insurance updates/changes
• We finally began credit card acceptance
• We invested in our financial software for construction billing enhancements
• We began our Quality Based Selection process for engineering services
• We updated our fee schedule– 27 fees were either reduced or not changed out of 46
• Mark Worden, was named Project Superintendent with engineering department leadership, Ryan Minkus
County Engineer, Diane DeWaters Senior Accountant and Debbie Hill Assistant Finance Director - Human
Resources
• We welcomed 9 new employees; 1 retiree;
• We have fewer employees compared to other road commissions our size
• Continued opportunities in a variety of staff training throughout the year
• We updated our logo and name
• We started Coffee with the Director with our team
• We were invited to be part of the road package bill signing – State and Federal Road Funding approved
• Various staff continue in a variety of leadership positions in industry associations
• 1,652 likes on Facebook
• 4715 Service Requests YTD
• AND We worked toward completion of our organizational goal
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So when we take the time to “PAUSE” ( ) we continue to have a team of dedicated public servants dedicated to
maintaining service and continuing to challenge our operations for improvements as the Best Road Commission in
the State. We were pleased to have our progress recognized by an independent consulting group in 2015.
Thank you to our Board, employees and their families, all our contractors, vendors and local officials – all the best
in 2016!
Commissioner Worthams stated this year was very successful. Furthermore, we have a staff that
continues to excel in their positions and in his opinion continues to be the best in the State of Michigan. Also,
we’ve been fortunate to have a Managing Director that has helped provide that vision and helped in moving us all
forward. He also stated he’s been with RCKC for 3 years and continues to be impressed. He wished everyone a
Happy Holiday, Happy New Year and asked that his best compliments be forward onto staff for all their hard work
throughout the year.
Commissioner Berkebile thanked everyone including staff for their dedicated service and excellent
performance this past year and shared the safety record is always important and encourages all to continue to
keep up the good work in 2016.
Commissioner Oscarson shared everyone has been fantastic this year. Furthermore, we’ve taken on
many projects and have made good improvements in many townships and it’s been a great joy and effort to see
the dedication and it all come together to get the job done. He wished everyone a safe and Happy New Year.
Commissioner Moyle thanked everyone for a great year. Furthermore, he’s looking forward to the new
revenue and stated it will be exciting to take on projects that have been put on the shelf. He also wished everyone
a safe New Year.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:53 p.m.
Attest: Timothy A. Snow, County Clerk
By: _______________________________, Chairperson _____________________________, Deputy Clerk

