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   Managing Director’s Message 

Spring/Summer 2020 Newsletter       

As I write this Spring message, I never would have predicted we would be in the midst of COVID-19.  I am sure you 

would not have either.   It is in these challenging times, as public service employees, we know our community 

needs our services.  None of us have experienced this type of phenomenon.  As an organization and team, I am so 

proud of our level of positive response.  I am thankful for the various levels of investment in technology over the 

years that have enabled efficiencies, effectiveness and continued operation remotely.  We have many lessons 

learned and COVID-19 will more than likely change aspects of our work going forward.   

I want to take this time to thank all of the members of the Kalamazoo County Emergency Operations Center, health 

care workers, long term care givers, first responders and so many volunteers giving back to our community.   

I have shared this previously, and will again since I so fondly recall 

watching Mr. Rogers growing up;   he famously said he was always   

comforted by something his mother would tell him during times of disas-

ter; “Look for the helpers.  You can always find people who are helping.”  

Thank you to you all! 

We remain positive and committed in public service. 

Sincerely,  

Joanna I. Johnson, Managing Director 

 

NEWSLETTER 
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Sign-Up Today For Road Commission Alerts 

RCKC CONNECT is a mass notification service that allows RCKC 
to send citizens voice and/or text messages to home phones, busi-
nesses, local agencies and mobile phones in just minutes regard-
ing road closures, detours, and road construction projects. Citizens 
can choose to receive notifications about RCKC events that may 
affect their home, workplace, schools and more. 

RCKC CONNECT is also a great way for the RCKC to remind 
citizens of upcoming public meetings and RCKC General News. 

The following is the link to RCKC CONNECT sign up page. 

 https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736724005#/signup 

 

The Michigan State Transportation Commission (STC) 

approved $3.5 billion in borrowing to help fix major 

highways and bridges. 

The bonding will allow the Michigan Department of 

Transportation (MDOT) to increase the cost of its five-

year road and bridge plan to about $7.3 billion from 

$3.9 billion.  

The RCKC continues to get questions on the $3.5B 

State of Michigan transportation bond program and 

this chart breaks down where those dollars are going.   

What’s important to recognize is that the State bond 

program funding will be provided in those geographic 

areas for infrastructure maintained by the MDOT, not 

to counties, cities or villages.  Kalamazoo County will 

see road rehabilitation take place on US-131 from M-

216 to U Avenue.  According to MDOT’s report, this 

work is slated to take place in 2022 for a total cost of 

approximately $50,000,000, or 1.46% of the pie.  

MDOT’s full list  is available at: the following link:  Re-

building Michigan  Bonding and Accelerated Program  

- January 30, 2020.  At this time, the future bond sale 

has been impacted by COVID-19.  Stay tuned. 

Rebuilding Michigan program objective is to rebuild the state highways 

and bridges that are critical to the state’s economy and carry the most 

traffic. The investment strategy is aimed at fixes that result in longer use-

ful lives and improves the condition of the state’s infrastructure. In addi-

tion, this strategy allows MDOT to address key corridors and rebuild ma-

jor segments of highly travelled interstates, such as I-69, I-75, and I-94, 

as well as several other busy freeways.  MDOT’s 2020-2024 Revised 

Five-Year Plan by region is available at the following ink : 

2020-2024 Program Project List January 30, 2020 

Rebuilding Michigan New Bond Resolution  

Rebuilding Michigan 2020-2024                                                                                
Revised Five-Year Transportation Plan 

https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736724005#/signup
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/MDOT_Bonding_and_Accelerated_Program_013020_679823_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/MDOT_Bonding_and_Accelerated_Program_013020_679823_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/MDOT_Bonding_and_Accelerated_Program_013020_679823_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/mdot_2020-2024_FiveYTP_679723_7.pdf
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How to treat a “dark”                      

traffic signal  

With spring just around the corner, the increased risk of thun-

derstorms means there are more chances for power outages 

and “dark” signals.  If you approach a “dark” signal intersec-

tion, do you know how to react? 

As you approach a signal at an 

intersection that’s lost power, the 

intersection should be treated as 

a four-way stop.   

Michigan law requires drivers 

who are approaching an inter-

section with a traffic signal that 

does not clearly indicate the right-of-way, or is malfunctioning, 

to treat the intersection as a four-way stop by doing the follow-

ing: 

• Stop at a clearly marked stop line.  If there is no clearly 

marked stop line, stop before entering the crosswalk on 

your nearest side of the intersection.  If there isn’t a 

crosswalk, safely stop before you enter the intersection.  

• Yield the right of way to all vehicles in the intersection or 

approaching on an intersecting road, if those vehicles 

create an immediate hazard to you when the driver is 

moving across or within the intersection. 

• Exercise ordinary care while proceeding through the in-

tersection.  

The four-way-stop rules do not apply to the following scenari-

os: 

• An intersection that is controlled by a traffic control signal 

that is flashing yellow unless certain events occur, includ-

ing, but not limited to, activation by an emergency vehi-

cle.   

• A traffic control signal that is in a school zone and is 

flashing yellow only during prescribed periods of time.  

See Michigan Vehicle Code for More Information:   

Michigan Vehicle Code (Excerpt) Act 300 of 1949  

Section 257.649 (4)  

 

 

 

 

Rising waters, why it’s                       

happening and the                                  

impact on roads  

State, federal, and local officials pledged today at the first 

Michigan High Water Coordinating Summit to collaborate 

closely and share resources in responding to public health 

and safety challenges created by Michigan’s near-record high 

water levels. 

 

Summit participants — convened by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 

— agreed to form an ad hoc Michigan High Water Action 

Team. The multi-agency consortium will collaborate to: 

• Identify available assets that can be marshalled in re-

sponse to high water incidents. 

• Coordinate communications across agencies and levels 

of government to ensure residents receive information in 

a timely, accurate, and consistent fashion. 

Town hall meetings 

are to be scheduled 

around the state this 

spring to inform resi-

dents about the im-

pacts of high water 

levels and the state 

government’s re-

sponse. Details on 

these events will be 

available in the com-

ing weeks. 

Michigan’s water levels are at their highest in more than two 

decades. If levels rise an additional 12 inches or more this 

spring, as models predict, Spring 2020 levels could break 120

-year historic records. Throughout Michigan, these exception-

ally high water levels have caused millions of dollars in dam-

age to private property and public infrastructure, including 

roads and Michigan State Parks. Water levels are also im-

pacting community water systems and causing other public 

health concerns.  

Source:  Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 

and Energy (EGLE) 

The RCKC still has roads closed impacted from flooding 

which include:   

• 8th Street, between ML Avenue and KL Avenue—

Oshtemo Township 

• O Avenue, between 4th Street and 6th Street—Texas 

Township 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4hvn025cdsyx4lsnbondjaei))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-257-649
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The RCKC annual summer tree and woody vegetation con-

trol, will be conducted August 24th—September 11th.  The 

program is designed to contain roadside woody vegetation 

and overhanging tree branches that could obstruct motorists’ 

vision, creating drainage obstacles or cause snow and icing 

problems if left unchecked.  In 2020, the RCKC will apply 

Krenite S in Oshtemo and Richland Townships and Garlon 

3A in Alamo, Cooper and Kalamazoo Townships on unplat-

ted and primary roads.  The Michigan Department of Agricul-

ture & Rural Development (MDARD) licensed applicator cho-

sen to perform the project for the RCKC is FDC Enterprises, 

PO Box 189, New Albany, Ohio 43054 at 1-866-270-4833.  

FDC Enterprises applies Krenite S or Garlon 3A that are reg-

istered with the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Ru-

ral Development (MDARD) and the U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency (USEPA).  A copy of the Safety Data Sheets 

and RCKC Tree and Woody Vegetation brochure are availa-

ble at the RCKC’s office, your township office or on the 

Maintenance & Construction/ Maintenance tab of the RCKC 

website at www.kalamazoocountyroads.com.   

As a friendly reminder, in order for 

the RCKC to provide the optimum 

results and customer service for 

the public, we ask that you share 

service requests, questions, and 

concerns  which require a varying 

degree of attention, research and 

work by our RCKC team to an-

swer or resolve, by using our ser-

vice request communication system.  This allows the RCKC to 

track service requests, especially in construction season, storm 

events, etc.  Below is a method for entering service requests 

from our website at www.kalamazoocountyroads.com, or by tele-

phone at 269-381-3171, or by using RCKC Connect.  Service 

Request Active Report is now available on our website.  Please 

keep in mind service requests are also added by our team to 

track service areas.  The report does not include traffic related 

service requests, as we use a different module in our joint coordi-

nated work with the City of Kalamazoo.  A service request re-

mains active in our system until it has been investigated, re-

sponded to, and/or action completed.  Additional time for pro-

cessing service requests will be necessary during severe weath-

er events, construction season or those requiring investigation.  

Be reassured the RCKC monitors and tracks all service requests 

received and they are not closed until which time it is appropriate 

to do so.   Look for an upgrade in the system in 2020 which will 

provide status updates to service requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to highlight a recent accom-

plishment of one of our very own Profes-

sional Engineers.  Congratulations to 

Jim Hoekstra who received the Coun-

ty Road Association of Michigan 

(CRA) 2019 Urban Engineer of the 

Year Award! If you have a chance, 

please congratulate Jim on this wonder-

ful accolade!  

We also want to give a huge shout out to  RCKC’s Managing Di-

rector Joanna I. Johnson who received the CRA Distin-

guished Service Award.  Joanna has dedicated herself to the 

advancement of the county road system, going above and be-

yond the call of duty.  Please congratulate Joanna on this great 

accolade!   

The RCKC received the CRA Impress Award in the Communi-

cation Category for 110 Years of Service 

Campaign.  The RCKC celebrated 110 years 

of service in 2019.  On October 10, RCKC 

hosted an open house that 

was open to the community 

to attend.  The open house 

provided an opportunity for 

staff and road commission-

ers to educate the public and partners on the 

mission, history and day-to-day operations.  In 

addition to serving as a platform to engage with 

the community, a formal presentation for Put the Brakes on Fatal-

ities Day took place immediately following.   

The RCKC also received the CRA Impress Award in the Opera-

tions Category for Roadside Vegeta-

tion Management Policy.  Unpredict-

able weather in Michigan often results 

in fallen trees around the road and 

right-of-way.  RCKC is using pink flags 

printed with their information placed 

near fallen trees, directing property 

owners to contact RCKC within 15 

days to have the tree removed.  The 

flag project provides residents with a 

convenient solution to storm damage 

while also saving resources of work crews.   

Submitting a Service Request to the 

RCKC 

Tree and                                                 

Woody Vegetation Control 

Recognition Corner                       

RCKC Receives Numerous Awards 

https://www.kalamazoocountyroads.com/maintenance.php
http://www.kalamazoocountyroads.com/
http://www.kalamazoocountyroads.com
https://www.kalamazoocountyroads.com/contact.php
https://www.kalamazoocountyroads.com/contact.php
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We are looking forward to another construction season 

REMEMBER 

ORANGE BARRELS = PROGRESS! 

SAVE THE DATE                                            

Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day                         

Saturday, October 10, 2020.  Poster Art 

Contest Prizes will be awarded on      

Friday, October 9, 2020                                          

The 2020 National Work Zone Awareness Week (NWZAW) is  

observed across the country April 20-24.  National Work Zone 

Awareness is an annual spring campaign held at the start of  con-

struction season to 

encourage safe driv-

ing through high-

way work zones. This 

year’s theme is Safe 

Work Zones for All: 

Protect workers. Pro-

tect workers. Protect 

road users. It features 

a poster reminiscent 

of the World War II 

poster with Rosie the 

Riveter. In her place 

are a male and female 

roadway worker pro-

claiming, “We Can Do 

It!”, which is the origi-

nal language used in 

the WWII poster. 

Michigan chose that image as a reflection of its industrial herit-

age.  Please avoid distractions while driving!!   

National Work Zone                         

Awareness Week                                            

April 20-24, 2020 

Poster Art Contest for All Kalamazoo 

County Kids 

Motorists throughout the nation are asked to 

join a day-long effort on October 10th  de-

signed to increase awareness about safe 

driving behaviors and keep the State’s road-

ways fatality free for one day.    

Kalamazoo County kids ages 4 through 12 

years are invited to enter 

artwork representing their thought on what “Put 

the Brakes on Fatalities” 

means to them.  Top 

winners in each age 

group will receive a bicy-

cle and helmet.   

 

Join the RCKC for the 9th Annual 

Touch-A-Truck Event held on 

Saturday, September 19th at 

the  Kalamazoo County Expo 

Center & Fairgrounds.  Touch-A

-Truck is a fun event for the whole 

family where kids, young and old, 

can learn about and touch an 

assortment of vehicles including 

police cars, National Guard vehi-

cles, construction equipment, and 

many 

other 

unique 

items from those who protect, build and 

serve in our community!   

Gates open at 10:00am for a 2 hour 

Siren-Free Zone (no horns or sirens) 

with general admission following from 

12:00-2:00pm.  We look forward to see-

ing you at the event.   

Touch A Truck                                             

Saturday, September 19, 2020  

Slow Down and Drive With Care             

in Work Zones 
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Board of County                      
Road Commissioners of the 

County of  Kalamazoo County 

To better serve our County and local officials, each Road 

Commissioner has been assigned as a liaison to various 

townships we serve as follows: 

Deborah J. Buchholtz —2020 Chair                                 

Alamo, Oshtemo, Richland Townships 

David C. Pawloski —2020 Vice Chair                      

Prairie Ronde, Schoolcraft, Texas Townships 

Larry Stehouwer                                                         

Comstock, Pavilion, Ross Townships 

Thom Brennan                                                          

Brady, Climax, Charleston Townships 

Michael Boersma                                                                 

Cooper, Kalamazoo, Wakeshma Townships 

Visit our Website 
• Board Meeting Information 
• Project Updates/News Releases 
• 2020 Budget 
• 2020-2024 Primary Road Capital Improvement Plan 
• Construction Guidelines 
• Brochures 
• Permit Applications 
• Purchasing/Bid Information 
• Road Data  
 

  

 

 

 

 
Subscribe to our news feeds for up to date information. 

www.kalamazoocountyroads.com or email us at info@kcrc-roads.com 

We are committed to providing a safe and convenient road 
system for our county motorists.  As our customers and as 
residents of Kalamazoo County you are also entitled to   
excellent service from us at all times. 

We aim to provide answers to your service requests.  We 
encourage our residents and the motoring public to report 
road conditions that need attention.  To make sure our   
service to you is prompt and courteous we strive to continu-
ally improve our methods of contact. 

Business hours 7:30am – 4:00pm, Monday through  

Friday 269-381-3171 or call 911 for road related  

emergencies after business hours. 

Closed for the Holidays 
 

 

May 25th    Memorial Day 
 
July 3rd    Independence Day 
      (Observed) 
 
September 7th  Labor Day 
  

 

 

 

REMINDERS; Street Lights, Litter and 

Dead Animals  

IS YOUR STREETLIGHT OUT?
Streetlight outages can be reported directly to 

Consumers Energy by calling:  800-477-5050 

or by clicking on the following link:              

Consumers Energy to report streetlight prob-

lems.  The RCKC does not maintain street 

RCKC is responsible for the construction or 

maintenance of public roads within the 

state per Public Act 51.  We 

are not responsible for roadside litter of any 

type.  Some  townships may have litter ordi-

nances that apply for possible enforcement.    

You see them all the time and you 

understand that they are a harsh 

reality of the clash between nature 

and civilization.  If the animal is 

causing a road hazard or blocking 

the traveled portion of the road, 

RCKC crews will move the dead 

animal to the side of the road and let nature take its course.  Our 

crews will make an effort, if we find a tag or telephone number, to 

contact the owner of a domestic dead animal.  RCKC does not 

dispose of any dead animals.   

http://www.kalamazoocountyroads.com/
mailto:info@kcrc-roads.com
https://old.consumersenergy.com/Apps/StreetLight/StreetLightRepair.aspx?mobile=yes

